
Velayati to visit Saudi Arabia 

MYADH (R) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
^Janwe rnSaudi Arabia Thursday for the first bigfa-levd^faft 
OTjethe two states resumed ties last month, Riyadh-based 
^ptomaKs^ offioak said Wednesday. They said Mr. Velayati 
^ n |^ B( ? KCOSS ^ n ^ security and ways of improving links between 

JLRSKS? "? W °^ d traveI to Jcddah *« meetings with 
Saudi King Fahd and semor officials. Mr. Velayati waHnitially 
s«ednled to visit the kingdom last Saturday but his trip was 

^ trip by U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nfctolas Brady. diplomats said. Iran’s relations with 

^ Arab aBfos in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council CGCQ unproved dramatically daring the Gulf war. ban 
and San* Arabia cot ties three years ago. Relations worsened 
after 400 pilgrims, mainly Iranians, were killed in dashes with 
““ security forces during political ralfies in Islam’s holiest 
shrine m Mecca in 1987. 
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Israeli colonel demoted to private 

TEL AVJ\' (AP) — An army colonel was ordered demoted to ihe rank of 
private Tuesday for instructing soldier* to heal ami brcA the bmhs of j 
group of Arab detainees near the Mart of the Palestinian opruing The 
sentencing of Yehuda Mc«f ended one of (he most dramatic imhiarv mils 
of the uprising which exposed interna] army controvcrsv over a praritec of 
heating protesters as a riot -control measure Hr was a ho one of the 
highest ranking officers to be put on trial during the JO-muntlM’ld 
rebellion “I have mixed feelings.. . . the court said ! should be a pnv j;r. 
that's what will be." Col. Meir said on army radio of hu sentence while 
leaving the TeJ Amv military court. The tribunal found Col. Meu gwhv 
April 8 of ordering soldiers to heal and break the arms and legs ui 
Palestinians detained in Bcua and Hawani villages in January I'jns. 
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Bessmertnykh said 
due here next month 

^MMAN (J.T.) — Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Alexander Bess- 
mertnykh is due to vish Jordan 
early next month in the course of 
a tour of the Middle region, 
according to a report in Saw? al 
Shaab Arabic daily Wednesday. 
The report said that the minister's 
visit, the first to Jordan and the 
region, since assuming his post, 
aims at sounding out the views of 
various parties involved in the 
Middle East conflict, particularly 
with regard to the question of an 
international or regional confer- 
ence. The minister, the report 
said, is expected to be accompa- 
nied by a team of specialists in 
Middle East affairs. 

Lebanon trying to 
cancel visa rules 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Lebanon's 
ambassador to Jordan said in a 
statement published in Al Dns- 
tour daily that he would try to 
bring about the cancellation of 
the visa req u irement for visitors 
to and from Lebanon. The 
ambassador said that Jordan and 
Lebanon maintain unique trade 
finks and he expected the rela- 
tions to be boosted in the future. 
He said that the consular section 
at the embassy was doing all it 
can to ensure visas for Jordanians 
wishing to visit Lebanon, but 
priority is normally given to 
businessmen and diplomats. 

Israel releases 
passenger boat 

SLDON (R) — Israel has released 
a passenger boat seized by its 
security forces off South Leba- 
non, port sources said Wednes- 
day. The Cyprus-registered Be- 
lize was intercepted Sunday off 
the Lebanese port of Sidon, '40 
kilometres south of Bejrut and 
diverted to Israel. The sources 
said die boat arrived in the Cyp- 
riot port of Lamaca Wednesday. 
They could not say whether Israel 
detained anyone on board. The 
boat was canying 12 passengers 
— six Palestinians, five Lebanese 
and a Moroccan. Its crew com- 
prised three Egyptians, three 
Lebanese, two Bulgarians and a 
Sri Lankan. 

UAE president 
visits Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — United Arab 
Emirates (LJAE) President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Saltan Al 
Nahayan arrived in Kuwait on 
Wednesday, the first head of 
state to visit the emirate since the 
Golf war ended. Kuwaiti Emir 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah was at the airport to re- 
ceive Sheikh Zayed, who is on a 
tour of Gulf states. He visited 
Saudi Arabia Tuesday and was 
due in Bahrain later Wednesday. 

Rafsanjani to visit 
Syria on Saturday 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashenri Rafsanjani 
will begin a three-day visit to 
Syria next Saturday, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA said Wednes- 
day. The visit is in response to 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad's trip to Tehran last 
September. Mr. Rafsanjani had 
previously travelled to Damascus 
as parliament speaker. Diplomats 
in Damascus said Mr. Rafsan- 
janfs talks were expected to cov- 
er the aftermath of the Gulf war 
and the 12 Western hostages held 
by pro- Iranian militants is Leba- 
non. 

Belgian aid to Kurds 
feces delays 

BRUSSELS (AP) — A Belgian 
emergency mission to help Kur- 
dish refugees in Iran continued to 
face delays Wednesday, three 
days after local authorities stop- 
ped soldiers accompanying the 
aid. This is not what we had 
planned and hoped for,” Jose* 
Chaiiier said in a statement. 
“Several difficulties and con- 
straints have led to delays." 
Thirty-eight paratroopers left 
Brussels on four Hercules trans- 
port planes carrying badly needed 
emerge n cy aid to Kurdish re- 
fugees in northwestern Iran. But 
they were kept in Urmnieh upon 
their landing, officials said. 
They (fid not have visas since, 
normally, for humanitarian op- 
erations like this, no visas are 
required,” said a government 


PLO insists on U.N. 
conference, but keeps 

door open for U.S. ideas 


TUNIS (R) — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) said 
Wednesday it wanted a full-scale 
UJN. c o nfer en ce cm Middle East 
peace and rejected any “region- 
al" conferences which would not 
cany the same weight under in- 
ternational law. 

The organisation deftly 
avoided closing the door on U.S. 
diplomacy, however, saying 
guidelines for peace laid down by 
U.S. Press dent George Bush in 
March should be among the prin- 
ciples behind the conference. 

The 100-strong Palestine Cen- 
tral Cound] PCC, after a three- 
day meeting in Tunis, said: 

“The council asserts the need 
to hold an international peace 
conference attended by all the 
parties concerned, including the 
PLO and the five permanent 
members (of the U.N. Security 
Council), under U.N. supervi- 
sion.” 

“It rejects any regional or 
other (form of) conference which 
is not based on this international 
legitimacy.” 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker has been touring the Mid- 
dle East in an attempt to narrow 
the gap between Arab and Israeli 
ideas on wbo should take part in a 
peace c on f ere nce and what its 
terms of reference should be. 

Israel wants a regional confer- 
ence which would pave the way 


for bilateral talks with Arab 
states. The Arab prefer a U.N. 
conference to pot pressure on 
Israel to exchange land for peace. 

Mr. Baker has not consulted 
the PLO but be has had three 
meetings with prominent Palesti- 
nians dose to the organisation. 

The PLO, apparently trying to 
keep its options open, refereed 
with some favour to a March 7 
speech in which President Bush 
said U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 
and tiie principle of land for 
peace should be the basis for a 
Middle East settlement. 

The resolutions call for Israel’s 
withdrawal from occupied Arab 
territory and negotiations on a 
settlement. 

The Central Council consid- 
ers that the March 7 announce- 
ment..., with the important ele- 
ments it contains, requires prac- 
tical implementation and a U.S. 
commitment to adopt the princi- 
ples in it, alongside other U.N. 
resolutions, as the basis for the 
international peace conference.” 
tiie council said. 

The PLO position was agreed, 
ignoring strong pressure from 
hardliners for outright rejection 
of Mr. Baker’s ideas. 

“We have decided to treat the 
American initiatives positively, to 
improve them and reach a solu- 
tion.” said a senior PLO official 
who asked not to be named. 


“We want respect for U.N. 
resolutions 242 and 338 and the 
p ri nc i ple of land for peace, even 
if the solution comes in interna- 
tionally guaranteed stages,” he 
said. 

The PCC, which meets about 
twice a year to set policy guide- 
lines for the 15-man Executive 
Committee, held its session at a 
secret location in Tunis. 

Hardline PLO groups had de- 
manded the council reject Mr. 
Baker's proposals while moder- 
ates favoured a flexible approach 
as suggested by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat at the opening 
session on Sunday. 

“In the end, everyone concur- 
red with Farouk Kaddoumi (the 
bead of the Political Depart- 
ment), who said it would not be 
the first time the Americans 
made proposals which did not 
materialise. We most be careful 
.not to fall into a trap,” one 
delegate told Reuters. 

George Habash, leader of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFL9), threatened 
to force a vote on suspending 
PLO diplomatic moves as long as 
Washington refused to deal 
directly with the PLO, delegates 
said. 

Nayef Hawatxneh of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baker assails settlement, 
heads for Soviet talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — U-S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
condemned Israeli settlement in 
the occupied West Bank in un- 
usually sharp words Wednesday 
and said his effort to convene a 
Middle East peace conference 
still bad far to go. 

He said he and Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad made some 
progress in nearly 10 hours of 
talks. They failed however to 
agree what role the United Na- 
tions should play in Middle East 
peacemaking. 

“We were very disappointed to 
learn this morning that there is 
yet another new settlement estab- 
lished in the occupied territor- 
ies,” Mr. Baker told reporters 


before leaving for the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

“That points up vividly that it is 
easier to obstruct peace than to 
promote it,” he said, obviously 
angry. 

Mr. Baker was referring to the 
actions of a group of Israelis, who 
on Tuesday moved into a newly 
erected settlement in the occu- 
pied West Bank, 20 kilometres 
.northwest of Jerusalem. It was 
the second Jewish enclave 
planted in the occupied territories 
since Mr. Baker began his latest 
shuttle mission in foe region. 

The most optimistic message 
from Mr. Baker was bis assertion 
that he would not be spending so 
much time in the region if be did 


not see signs of progress and his 
implication that he might return 
soon. 

Asked if Syria would agree to a 
peace conference with the United 
Nations as an observer instead of 
a participant, Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sbaraa said: 

“The Syrian position vis-a-vis 
this point is very dear. The U.N. 
should play an important role in 
this conference ... we are still 
discussing the nature of that 
role.” 

Mr. Sharaa, appearing with 
Mr. Baker at a joint news confer- 
ence, said of Mr. Baker’s peace 
mission: “We are not optimistic 

(Continued on page 5) 


Syria spells out 
its terms for peace 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria spelt 
out its position on U.S. peace 
efforts in detail on Wednesday 
and said the aim of its talks with 
Washington was to find out bow far 
die United States was committed 
to enforcing U.N. resolutions. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa, at a joint news 
conference with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker, noted that 
President George Bush under- 
took on March 6 to work for a 
Middle East settlement based on 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 338. 

The resolutions call for Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied Arab 
territories and a conference to 
negotiate a settlement of the 

Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Sharaa said a meeting last- 
ing nearly 10 hours on Tuesday 
between Mr. Baker and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad was 
“to explore the U.S. commitment 
and its position, because we know 
in advance that if we listen to the 
Israeli position there would be no 
peace." 

“In fact they (the Israelis) are 
talking about war rather than 
talking about peace. They were 
dragging the region into war... th- 
ey are not pushing os towards 
peace.” he added. 

U.S. officials have portrayed 
Mr. Baker’s mission as an 
attempt to dose the gap between 
Arabs and Israelis on the form a 
peace conference should take and 
who should take part. 

Mr. Sharaa giving no sign of a 
shift in Syria’s position, said: 

a peace settlement must be 

based on Israeli withdrawal from 


occupied territory and recogni- 
tion of the rights of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

— The United Nations, be- 
cause of its long involvement in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, had to 
be “a term for reference" in the 
conference discussions. 

— The United States, the 
Soviet Union. Europe and the 
United Nations should all take 
part in the proposed peace con- 
ference. 

— Given international parti- 
cipation on this scale, ft was 
obvious that ft would not be a 
“regional” conference. Israel, 
with support from the United 
States, has been pushing for a 
'brief meeting, sponsored by the 
United States and possibly the 
Soviet Union, to pave the way for 
(Erect bilateral talks between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours. 

— It was up to the Palestinians 
to decide who would represent 
them at the conference and Syria 
had no objection to an indepen- 
dent Palestinian delegation. 
Palestinians widely accept the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) as their spokesman 
but Israel rejects any FLO role in 
peace talks. 

Mr. Baker told the news con- 
ference there was broad agree- 
ment that the conference should 
seek a settlement based on the 
two U.N. resolutions. 

“Now haring said that, the 
parties have their different inter- 
pretations of exactly what is re- 
quired. That is the reason why we 
need direct bilateral negotia- 
tions,” he added. 


U.N. force 
sets up 
base in 
south Iraq 

SAFWAN (Agencies) — United 
Nations peacekeepers Wednes- 
day raised their blue flag in place 
of the American stars and stripes 
on a rusty pole in this sweltering 
desert town. 

But a U.S. colonel said his 
troops would not leave Iraq until 
the safety of refngees is guaran- 
teed. 

“We will continue to protect 
the refugees,” Col. Bill Nash told 
tire bead of the U.N. observation 
post, Lt-Col. Peter Feely, an 
I rishman . 

“We’re not moving out, we've 
just handing over this spot,” the 
American said at a brief noon- 
time ceremony when the flags 
were changed. 

Col. Feely was one of four 
unarmed U.N. military ob se r v ers 
who moved into atent left behind 
by- the Americans, marking the 
first formal presence by the Un- 
ited Nations in a demilitarised 
zone that stretches 10 kilometres 
into Iraq and five kilometres in- 
side Kuwait. 

The U.N. established two addi- 
tional posts Wednesday, one on a 
hill west of Safwan and the other 
in the Iraqi coastal town of Umm 
Qasr, said tiie commander of tiie 
U.N. peacekeepers. Major- 
General Gunther Gremdal. 

The Iraqi -authorities have 
cooperated very well,” said Gen. 
Gieindhan Austrian. “They have 

• (Continued on page 5) 



King briefs Armed Forces officers 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King rfu&ein 
Wednesday met senior officers at the army- 
headquarters in Amman and briefed them on the 
general situation in the region and the political 
developments following the Gulf war as well as 
efforts to find a peaceful and just settlement to 
the Palestine problem. 

The King also spoke about Jordan’s firm 
position, underlining the importance of the 
Jordanian role at the Arab level. 

“We in Jordan will remain steadfast with our 


heads raised high and will continue to serve as a 
shield protecting our nation as we did m the 
past.” the King said. 

The King paid tribute to the democratic experi- 
ment in Jordan and the strong cohesion among 
the members of the Jordanian family. 

He also voiced pride in and paid tribute to the 
Armed Forces. 

Army Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu Taleh 
and Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
attended the meeting. 


Iraq, rebel Kurds reach 
agreement in principle 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
rebel leader Jalal Talabani said 
Wednesday that he and other 
Kurdish groups had reached 
agreement in principle with Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and his 
govennent on greater autonomy 
for their region. 

Mr. Talabani, speaking after 
talks with President Saddam for 
the first time since 1984. appealed 
to hundreds of thousands of re- 
fugee Kurdish families who fled 
towards Iran and Turkey after a 
failed uprising to return to their 
homes in northern Iraq. 

“As a principle I can say yes," 
he told a news conference when 


asked if the two sides had reached 
agreement. 

“We need to have another 
round of negotiations for details 
to implement it.” 

Initial reports spoke of Mr. 
Talabani signing a deal with Pres- 
ident Saddam but the rebel leader 
insisted that more talks had to be 
held. 

Mr. Talabani. wearing Kurdish 
national dress, sitting under a 
portrait of President Saddam and 
fingering a string of beads, said 
the next round of talks would 
begin after celebrations for Presi- 
dent Saddam’s 54th birthday, 
which is Sunday. 


He said all Kurds were being 
told to return to their homes in 
Iraqi Kurdistan in the northern 
part of the country. 

Mr. Talabani. who led a Kur- 
dish rebel delegation to talks in 
the Iraqi capital at the request of 
the government, said the pact was 
based on a 1970 agreement grant- 
ing the 3.5 million Kurds auton- 
omy in Kurdistan. 

“The final agreement will be 
signed by Masoud Baizani," he 
said referring to the son of late 
Mustafa Barzani. leader of the 
Democratic Party of Kurdistan, 
one of the main Kurdish groups 
waging a guerrilla campaign 


Iraqis, 
allies 
boost 
forces in 
Zakho 

ZAKHO, Iraq ( Agencies* 

Iiaq moved hundred* mme 
armed men mti» (lus leiLve north 
era Iraqi town Wi’divstlji and 
the United States and its allies, 
trying to set up haven’t for Iraqi 
refugees, did the same 

A U S. military spokesman de- 
nied reports hs British military 
souices that the allies had given 
Iraq 48 hours to pull its force* out 
of Zakho.” There is no such 
deadline." Lieutenant Colonel 
Bob Flockr told reporters m 
Zakho. 

Residents said 500 to Too uni- 
formed Iraqis arrived to join an 
advance partv which drove in h\ 
bus Sunday. 

More than oOO British vom- 
tnandos also entered Zakho 
Wednesday to set up permanent 
patrols. 

At 1:30 p.m. (1030 GMTi. 
three companies of commandos 
landed by helicopter and took up 
key positions in all but western 
Zakho, near the area where l .S 
troops are erecting a tent «:> for 
tens of thousands of Kurdish re- 
fugees. 

The British commandos said 
they encountered no resistance 
from the Iraqis, who were still 
patrolling Zakho Wednesday de- 
spite U.S. demands to stay dear 
of the relief effort. 

The British soldiers will patrol 
the town along with other allied, 
troops. 

The Iraqis say their forces are 
police, but Zakho people say they 
are soldiers or secret police. “Ab- 
out 10 of them arc real police.” 
said one inabitant. 

Zakho residents say they have 

(Continued on page 5i 


Minister warns of contaminated water 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Hayel 
Serour announced Wednesday 
that the water of the King TaJal 
Dam was polluted by boron 
and chemical substances and 
warned that contamination 
could reach an unprecedented 
level in summer. 

“The water in the reservoir 
behind the King Talal Dam. 
which now contains more than 
25 million cubic metres of wa- 
ter, mainly used for irrigation 
in the Jordan Valley in the dry 
season, is polluted by waste 
dumped in the Zarqa River by 


factories in violation of the 
public safety regulations,” the 
minister said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. 

“Despite contacts with the 
factory owners, and the long 
meetings held to discuss the 
problem as well as the constant 
flow of correspondence be- 
tween the ministry and these 
factories, the waste continues 
to be dumped in the river, 
which flows to the King Talal 
Dam. The water in the dam 
feeds tbe irrigation canals 
heading towards the Jordan 


Valley region,” the minister 
pointed out. 

He said that Jordan was an 
agricultural country which de- 
pended mostly on the King 
Talal Dam’s water, polluted 
now by waste water insuffi- 
ciently treated by the factories. 

“These plants and factories 
along the Zarqa River insist on 
using in their operations boron 
(a metalloid clement) and cer- 
tain chemicals which are diffi- 
cult to be eliminated through 
the subsequent treatment pro- 
cess.” the minister said. 

He said that factories use 


boron because it is cheaper 
than other materials. 

“Unless the factories are de- 
terred from pursuing their ac- 
tion. the country h bound to 
face real danger,” the minister 
added. 

The minister's statement 
came one day after he and 
three of his colleagues in the 
Cabinet decided tu put into 
force a 1989 government deci- 
sion on the recycling of proper- 
ly treated waste water for 
irrigation purposes in the pro- 

(Continued on page 5l 


Gorbachev maintains 
edge over hardliners 


MOSCOW (AP) — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev scored an early victory at 
a key Communist Party meeting 
Wednesday when members re- 
fused to discuss whether he 
should step down as party chief 
while serving as president, a news 
agency said. 

Critics also failed to make Mr. 
Gorbachev account for his man- 
agement of the party at the dosed 
meeting of the party’s 410- 
member Central Committee, the 
independent Interfax agency re- 
ported, without attribution. 

Interfax said participants prop- 
osed discussing “separating the 
duties” of president and party 
leader. If the posts were divided, 
Mr. Gorbachev - would have to 
give up one. 

The motion was defeated by a 
majority, Interfax said without 
reporting the vote total. 

Mr. Gorbachev gave a 40- 
minute speech on the situation in 
the country and the party to open 
the session in the Central Com- 
mittee’s steel-gray headquarters 
near the Kremlin. 

He described the signing of a 
joint statement by the leaders of 
nine of the 15 Soviet republics as 
a great achievement, Interfax 
said. 

The statement, splashed atop 


Wednesday’s front page of the 
Communist Party newspaper 
Pravda, endorsed Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s “anti-crisis” plan for 
holding the country together and 
preventing economic collapse. 

Mr. Gorbachev and the nine 
leaders, including his main poli- 
tical rival Russian Republic lead- 
er Boris Yeltsin, also called on 
workers “to end their economic 
and political strikes and try to 
make up for lost production as 
soon as possible,” according to 
news reports. 

An estimated 300,000 coal min- 
ers are on strike, demanding Mr. 
Gorbachev’s resignation and in- 
dexation of wages to compensate 
for inflation. The strike, which 
began March 1 in the Ukraine 
and Kazakhstan, has spread to all of 
the country's major coalfields and 
forced scores of factories to cut 
production. 

Tens of thousands of factory 
workers were on strike Wednes- 
day for a second day in Minsk, 
capital of the Byelorussian Re- 
public, demanding higher wages 
and a special session of their 
legislature. 

In his speech to the party meet- 
ing, Mr. Gorbachev argued that 
keeping the party leadership and 
the presidency together was vital- 
ly necessary for now. 


Israelis kill Gazan 


OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — 
Israeli troops shot dead a Palesti- 
nian in the occupied Gaza Strip 
Wednesday because he looked 
suspicious and did not obey an 
order to stop, the army said. 

Palestinians in the southern 
Gaza Strip town of Rafah identi- 
fied the man as Hassam Abu 
Mor, 21, and said he was mental- 
ly disturbed. 

They said a soldier struck 
Mor. wbo slapped the soldier 
back. The soldier then fired at 

dose range and killed him. 

An army statement said: “A 
Rafah resident came to the civil 
administration office and 
approached soldiers on guard in a 
suspicious way. He did not re- 


spond to an order to stop and 
identify himself. '* 

"He came closer and it 
appeared he was going to attack. 
TTie soldiers shot him and wound- 
ed him. On the way to the hospit- 
al be died." 

Unknown assailants m the 
Gaza Strip refugee camp of Khan 
Y minis stabbed to death Moham- 
mad Ghutlas, 45. a local school 
teacher they suspected of aiding 
Israeli security forces. Israeli 
police said they were investigat- 
ing. 

In the West Bank village of 
Dahariya, masked Palestinian 
youths ordered Arab workers off 
a bus about to carry them to work 
in Israel. 
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Iraq: U.S. ban on helicopter 
spraying endangers harvest 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Wednesday it was in danger of 
losing most of its wheat and 
barley harvest this year because 
the United States will not let it 
use helicopters to spray insecti- 
cides in the mainly Kordish 
north. 

“If we do not have any 
spraying after 10 days we will lose 
everything," Agriculture and 
Irrigation Minister Abdul Wabab 
A1 Sabbagh told a news confer- 
ence. 

He accused Washington of 
trying to wreck Iraq's food supp- 
ly. “We cannot see any reason for 
this but only that the Americans 
want to make a bigger problem 
for our food and destroy our 
food," he said. 

“We have explained everything 
clearly and scientifically but un- 
fortunately yesterday we received 
a negative answer," he said. 

The United States and its Gulf 
war allies have effectively put 
much of the north of Iraq off 
limits to the Iraqi military to 
protect Kurdish refugees who 
fled to Turkey and Iran when the 
army crushed their rebellion in 


March. 

Washington and its allies, who 
are building settlements for Kur- 
dish refugees in northern Iraq, 
have told Baghdad they will shoot 
down planes and helicopters 
flying north of the 36 parallel. 

Iraq has more than one million 
hectares under wheat and barley, 
about SO per cent of its produc- 
tion, in the area. 

Mr. Sabbagh said that unless 
the crop was sprayed an insect 
called eurygaster would destroy 
about 80 per cent of the expected 
one million tonne harvest. 

“Even the rest could not be 
used because it will be small 
grains with a bad smell," be 
added. 

Mr. Sabbagh said Iraq, which 
used 10 small Polish M-2 helicop- 
ters for the job, had sprayed the 
area every year for the past 20 
years. 

If the insect was not controlled 
the- problem would be worse 
next year and threatened to 
spread to neighbouring Turkey, 
Syria and the Soviet Union, he 
added. 


Mr. Sabbagh said that even 
with a full harvest of wheat and 
barley Iraq still needed to import 
to meet its food needs. 

All but essential imports are 
still barred by a United Nations 
embargo imposed after Iraq’s 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

The minister said Iraq needed 
to import rice, most of which 
came from the United States. 

Farmers had planted extra seed 
this year and had used extra 
fertilizer to boost production be- 
cause of the embargo, he added. 

“After this (extra) production 
of wheat and barley we have to 
import some for the food. It is not 
enough." 

He said maize and cotton pro- 
duction was likely to be down this 
year. Vegetable production was 
more or less adequate. 

But Mr. Sabbagh said the gov- 
ernment was having to give the 
Iraqis fewer rations than they 
needed. 

Iraq was short of meat, of 
•which it imported 70,000 tonnes 
a year, and planned to increase 
production. “Still we need to 
import,” be said. 


‘Iraqi oil 
equipment 
being taken 
to Kuwait’ 

UNITED NATIONS. (R) — 
Iraq has complained to the Un- 
ited Nations that U.S. forces in 
southern Iraq had let “saboteurs" 
remove millions of dollars in oil- 
field equipment and supplies. 

The material had been taken to 
an unknown destination, 
apparently Kuwait, Iraqi U.N. 
Representative Abdul Al Amir 
Anbari said in a letter to 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar circulated on Tuesday. 

“I have the honour to inform 
you that United States forces 
stationed in the northern part of 
the Rumaila oil field have pre- 
vented the Iraqi personnel who 
work there from taking the mini- 
mum measures to protect the 
property of the southern oil com- 
pany from sabotage and theft," 
Mr. Anbari said. 

He said U.S. forces h£d 
“allowed saboteurs to commit 
premeditated acts of plunder and 
destruction." 

This included loading dozens of 
large hauling vehicles, which bore 
no licence plates, with cement, 
stocks, supplies and equipment. 
The vehicles then set out for an 
unknown destination, apparently 
Kuwait, he added. 

“Our belief that Kuwait is their 
destination is reinforced by the 
fact that the Americans have 
claimed that the property that 
was plundered before the eyes of 
the United States forces belongs 
to Kuwait.” 

Mr. Anbari said preliminary 
estimates put the losses at around 
is million dinars and called these 
actions a flagrant violation of 
Iraq's sovereignty. 

He lodged a “most vehement 
protest” and called for U.N. ac- 
tion “to put an end to such acts as 
required by the principles and 
provisions of the Charter of the 
United Nations." 

U.S. navy to stay 

MANAMA (AP) — The U.S. 
navy's top commander in the 
Gulf war said Wednesday that the 
navy will remain in the Gulf for 
yean. Vice al Stanley R. Arthur 
made the remarks during a 
change of command ceremony 
before departing for a return to 
his command of the Seventh Fleet 
in Yokosuka. Japan. He said the 
navy’s mission in the Gulf will 
continue to grow. “Our navy's 
continued presence here repre- 
sents the importance that our 
country... places on this region," 
he said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


4 Israelis caught trying to bug Iranians 

NICOSIA ( AP) — Four Israelis caught trying to plant a wiretap in 
the b.asement of the Iranian embassy are to be arraigned in court, 
police said Wednesday. Local press reports said the four were 
caught around 10 p.m. (1900 GMT) Tuesday night in the basement 
of the downtown office building that bouses the Iranian mission. 
The policeman caught them trying to plant wires in the basement of 
the building. When the four saw the policeman, one of the girls 
pretended to vomit and the two men held her band, the reports 
said. Police reinforcements were called in and the building blocked 
off. Iranian diplomats were summoned to check their offices for 
entry but there was no evidence of that, the reports said. Police said 
they could not comment on all the details of the case until the 
arraignment was completed. Initial identification of the four was 
Davi Dabi, 40. Anna Dogin, 28, Limn Amit, age unknown, and a 
fourth man identified only as Mr. Souftan. Police said they were 
unsure if the four were covered by diplomatic immunity. 

France faces loss on Iraq credits 

PARIS (R) — The French government faces a five billion franc 
($850 million) bill in 1991 for export credits to Iraq that have not 
been repaid, officials of French export credit guarantee assurer 
Coface said Tuesday. Coface covered 11.4 billion francs ($1.9 
billion) in export credits last year, but faced a loss on a number of 
the loans. Coface Chairman Henri Baquiast told reporters. Some of 
those losses may be accounted for in budgets after 1990, he said. 
Coface, majority-owned by Frendi4tate-contxolled.(»mpanies>-acts 
for. the' state on a cost plus fees basis. ... , 

-It-does not bear -anjr*of- the tosses suffered on state assurance 
bittiness. Coface announced a net profit of 158 million francs ($27 
mipwl.in 1990, which it said was ah increase of 23 million francs 
($4 million) on 1989. 

3 found guilty of breaking embargo 

ORLANDO (A]P) — Three people, including a Spaniard, were 
found guilty Tuesday of attempting to violate a presidential order 
by muggling one million barrels of oil worth $21 million out of Iraq. 
The defendants were found guilty by a federal jury on two counts of 
conspiring to deal in Iraqi crude oil, despite a U.N. and U.S. 
embargo banning Iraqi exports following that country’s invasion of 
Kuwait last August. “Our national security depends on the 
enforcement of executive orders under the international emergency 
powers act,” U.S. attorney Robert Genzman said Tuesday. 
“Motivated by huge profits, embargo violators aid our adversaries 
at the expense of our national security." Found guilty were Manuel 
Romero-Femandez, 50, of Malaga, Spain; Ondina Maria Sosa, 54, 
of Miami. Florida, and Augustus Wolf von Hartz, 74. of Key i 
Biscayne, Florida. Mr. Genzman said the three each face a 
maximum sentence of 17 years in prison and a fine of at least $1 
million. A fourth defendant, Manuel Olivares-Heredia, 50, also of 
Malaga, was acquitted by a judge last week for lack of evidence. 
Federal agents said the defendants bad agreed to sell the oH for 
Iraq's State Organisation for Marketing Oil (SOMO). Under the 
scheme, which came to the attention of U.S. customs service agents 
last November, Iraq was to make crude oil available to the buyers 
in January. A vessel loaded with the crude would then be provided 
with documents falsifying the country of origin so it could pass the 
American blockade, customs officials said. The deal ultimately was 
signed for one million barrels priced at $21 a barrel, or about $5 
under the per-barrel world market price at the time the deal was 
made. 

Schwarzkopf lunches with Bush 

WASHINGTON (AP) — General Norman Schwarzkopf, just back 
from commanding the U.S.-led coalition forces in the Gulf war, 
Tuesday followed the lead of his commander in chief on bow to 
handle the press. When President George Bush invited Gen. 
Schwarzkopf to the White House for Lunch, both men appeared 
before reporters for a photograph in the Rose Garden, along with 
Vice President Dan Quayie and other top officials. Reporters tried 
to question Mr. Bush, but he invoked his often-broken rule against 
taking questions at photo sessions. 


Lebanon’s 

militias 

continue 

squabble 

By Nadim Ladki 
Reuter 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s militias, 
which built up large arsenals 
while fighting a 16-year civil war, 
are squabbling over surrendering 
than. 

The Syrian-backed government 
of President Elias Hrawi ordered 
all private armies, Lebanese and 
Palestinian, last month to disarm 
by April 30 so that regular army 
troops could gradually take con- 
trol of all Lebanon. 

Abolishing the militias is seen 
by officials and diplomats as the 
biggest hurdle in bringing lasting 
peace and stability to Lebanon. 

Most private armies say they 
are willing to turn in their guns* 
But few weapons have actually 
been handed over. 

Military experts consider the 
government’s timtetable unrealis- 
tic. Some political sources and 
diplomats believe that the April 
30 deadline will be postponed. 

Lebanese officials, while ack- 
nowledging the disarmament plan 
is facing problems, say they re- 
main optimistic it will finally be 
implemented. 

Political sources said delaying 
tactics used by the militias and 
recent signs of weakeness from 
the government were apparently 
the result of regional concerns 
putting pressure on Lebanon. 

One complicating factor, they 
said, is U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker’s search for Arab- 
Israeli peace during three tours of 
the region in the last six weeks. 

“Lebanon is the mirror of the 
Middle East. Any development 
in the area imposes its consequ- 
ences on Lebanon as all regional 
factors are active within this tiny 
country," one source said. 

The government in its original 
announcement warned that Sy- 
rian and Lebanese troops would 
crush any militias which failed to 
disarm by April 30. It has since 
gradually backed down. 

In a major policyf shift. Prime 
Minister Omar Karami said two 
weeks ago that the army would 
not use force to disarm Lebanese 
or the estimated 10,000 Palesti- 
nian guerrillas based in Leba- 
non. 

The only military equipment 
passed'on fo'tfte army so for'has 
been four vehicles from a small 
pro-Syrian militia. 

Two of the largest militias, file 
Christian Lebanese Forces (LF) 
and Druze Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP), have said they are 
gathering their arms in prepara- 
tion for possible delivery. 

But while the government in- 
sists weapons should be handed 
over the Lebanese army, PSP 
chieftain Walid Junblatt says be 
will only give his guns to the 
power which armed him — Syria. 

LF sources are linking the fate 
of the LFs arsenal to the dis- 
arming of their traditional foes — 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

Government ministers insist 
that what the Palestinians do 
should not prevent Lebanese 
handing over their guns. 

However, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), as well 
as Lebanon's pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah (Party of God), contend that 
they need not disarm now as they 
are not even militias. 

They say they are resistance 
groups battling to force Israel to 
withdraw from Lebanon and mil 
disband when that happens. 

Syrian-backed Palestinian 
groups say they are evacuating 
their positions in Beirut and 
mountains to the southeast. But 
their fighters will stay in the south 
and eastern Bekaa Valley. 

Israel and an allied militia, the 
3,000-strong South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), bold a “security 
zone" in the south. They maintain 
they will stay there until security 
on Israel's northern border is 
guaranteed. 


Sudan says no famine, just ‘food gap 

UUUOll OMJ com.- A recent fluny of afltaal state- 


NICOSIA (R) — Sudan, fore- 
casting food self-sufficiency this 
year, says it is not facing a 
famine, only a “food gap” which 
will be filled by measures already 
taken. 

Relief officials in Khartoum 
say hundreds of thousands in 
southern Sudan, ravaged by near- 
ly eight years of civil war and 
recurrent food shortages, may 
perish unless food is rushed to 
them. Some 7*5 million in the 
whole country are believed to 
need urgent assistance — 1.2 
million tonnes of supplies — in 
1991. 

Only a fraction of that amount 
has arrived, and that is ear- 
marked for drought victims in the 
western states of Darfur and 
Kordofan and the Red Sea hills in 
the east. 

A proposed, U.N. -sponsored 
relief programme for the sonth, 
where 250,000 people died of 
banger in 1988, is awaiting the 
government’s go-ahead to start. 
■ But the Khartoum government 


hag been playing down the Grav- 
ity of the situation. 

“There is no more to this (re- 
ports of a famine) than a mere 
food gap owing to the scarcity of 
rains and measures had been 
taken to fill the gap," state Radio 
Omdnrman quoted Sudan’s 
ambassador to Egypt, E 77 i cdin 
Hamed, as saying. 

He did not say what these 
measures were. 

Agriculture Minister Ahmad 
Ali Qanif sounded equally confi- 
dent of the ability of Lieutenant- 
General Omar Hassan Al 

Bashir’s government to handle 

the crisis, a product of drought, 
crop failures and the use- of food 
as a weapon in the civil war in tbe 
south. 

Mr. Qanif told the radio that 
Sudan was due this year to be 
self-sufficient in sorghum, staple 
food for the overwhelming 
majority of Sudan’s 25 mil l i on 
people. Self-sufficiency in wheat 
was also likely, he added without 
giving details. 


Sudan, Africa’s largest coun- 
try, consumes about 900,000 ton- 
nes of. wheat and 2.4 million 
tonnes of sorghum a year- 
The country’s crumbling trans- 
port system and a chronic fuel 
shortage have in the past left 
pockets of hunger even during 
years of good harvests. 

Uke previous Khartoum gov- 
ernments, the military junta is 
suspicious of relief operations in 
tbe heart of its rural areas and in 
the south, where its troops are 
fi ghting rebels of the Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army (SPLA). 

It has repeatedly accused un- 
named relief workers of aiding 
the SPLA, undermining security 
and fomenting sectarian strife. 

Local newspaper reports say 
Western voluntary relief agencies 
often attract Christian zealots 
who illegally engage in evangelic- 
al work and stoke dormant ani- 
mosities between the Muslim, 
Arabised majority in the north 
and the animist and Christian 
population of the south. 


A recent flurry of offidal state- 
ments in Khartoum emphasised 
the country's preparedness to 
accept foreign relief aid so long as 
it was “unconditional" and given 
in a “brotherly spirit.” 

A member of Gen. Bashir’s 
junta. Pio Yukwan Deng, was 
quoted on Monday as saying that 
the government’s priority was to 
feed the people and that it was - 
ready to cooperate with relief 
agencies. 

Mr. Deng, head of the junta's 
political committee, is the high- - 
est-ranking southerner in the gov- •_ 
eminent. Foreign relief officials 
say he realises the urgent need to 
send relief to the south, but they 
are uncertain how much clout he 
enjoys in a government domin- . 
ated by Muslim northerners. 

Gen. Bashir’s junta, which 
seized power in a June 1989 coup, 
is known to subscribe to a mili- 
tant brand of Islam. It also adopts 
an uncompromising stance on the 
question of tbe south. 


Dohuk faces tough 
road towards normality 


By Walter Putnam 

The Associated Press 


DOHUK — Signs of the after- 
math of rebellion are still evi- 
dent in Dohuk three weeks 
after the provincial capital in 
Iraqi Kurdistan was retaken by 
government troops. 

Many stores are shuttered, 
building damaged, streets are 
lined with trash and more than 
half the population remains in 
refuge across the mountains 
along the Turkish border. 

Exactly what happened 
here, or why, depends on who 
yon talk to. 

The only thing that was dear 
during a government-spon- 
sored trip for foreign journal- 
ists Tuesday was that it will 
take some time for life to 
return to normal in Dohuk. 

A classroom of two dozens 
schoolgirls. 12 or 13 years old, 
smiled shyly as reporters and 
photographers were ushered 
in. 

Most of them said their 
families had stayed in the dty 
during the fighting. Two said 
they had just returned a couple 
of days earlier from Kurdish 
refugee camps about 50 
kilometres to the north. 

Falbeela Hussein, tbe head- 
mistress, said only about 200 
of 500 girls enrolled are now in 
school, indicating most of the 
dty’s population of 100,000 
has not returned from a mass 
exodus. 

In courtyard interviews, one 
girl said she felt safe now. But 
Angham Al Zuki, 17, dis- 
agreed. 

“There is no stable end to 
the situation,” she said. 
“When we hear die news (on 
foreign broadcasts) we can’t 
feel safe.” 

Laila Sa’eed, 15, said tbe 
situation in Zakho, a border 
town where tbe United States 
has set up a safety zone for the 
Kurds, “is not very good.” 

“The worst thing is the 
cold," the girl said. She said 
U.S. helicopters had provided 
the refugees with food,- but 
there was not enough. 

A teacher, Bayan Mustafa, 
said she had spent 15 days m 
the camps. She said that Tur- . 
kish soldiers stole money from 
some of the refugees. 

Her father. Miss Mustafa 
said, reported that he had re- 
turned over the weekend Kur- 
dish rebels at checkpoints 
would not allow people to re- 
turn to their homes unless they 
paid 1,000 Iraqi dinars ($3,000 
at the offidal rate). 

Others also said that Kur- 
dish leaders had discouraged 
refugees from returning under 


an Iraqi government amnesty 
programme. The government 
said that almost 118,000 Kurds 
returned last week, mainly to 
Sulaimaniya and Kirkuk pro- 
vinces, which with Dohuk 
comprise autonomous Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

At the downtown market 
was a crowd of people, but not 
what would be expected on a 
normal business day. One man 
said people had been bused 
into Dohuk from other towns. 

Another man brushed by 
two reporters, whispering, 
“Go to the other side (of the 
town). You will see a lot of 
houses destroyed by the 
army.” 

Government offidals said 
the destruction in the dty has 
been caused by saboteurs. 

Mohammad Perous Rus- 
tam, the governor of the 
Dohuk province, said tbe re- 
bels attacked early in the 
morning -March 14 with 
' 'machine guns and bazookas. 
Some of them came’ from 
Dohuk, while others ; were 
.from outside, inducting Tur- 
key and Iran, Mr. Rustam 
said. 

About 20 government offi- 
dals were killed by the rebels, 
he said. 

The governor said 80 per 
cent of those who fled 
Sulaimaniya and Kirkuk had 
already returned to their 
homes. He said those from his 
province, Dohuk, also would 
return. 

“This is their country, then- 
city,'’ Mr. Rustam said. 

At Saddam General Hospit- 
al, a 400-bed facility serving 
the area, hospital offidals said 
too early a return could spell 
disaster. 

They said there are shor- 
tages of food, as well as medi- 
cine and medical supplies. 

In addition, because the d- 
ty’s main water pumping sta- 
tion was damaged by allied 
bombing during the Gulf wax, 
the hospital relies on water in 
its storage tank. 

“If those people from out- 
side the dty return, we would 
not be able to serve them for 
more than two days," said Dr. 
Farhad Al Snlaivini. the 
medical director. 

The hospital was the first 
building taken by the rebels. 
Dr. Sulaivini said. 

During two weeks of fight- 
ing, “we received more than 
400 injured patients," he said. 

About 50 died, including 
more than 30 civilians, the 
doctor said. 


Iranian minister survives 
Majlis censure motion 


TEHRAN (R) — Hardliners in 
Iran’s parliament (Majlis) failed 
to sack President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjanfs education minister 
in a shouting-match debate 
Wednesday. 

Speaker Mehdi Karrubi, strug- 
gling to control the deputies, 
switched off the live radio broad- 
cast of the session for several 
minutes. 

The minister. Mohammad Ali 
Najafi, survived a censure motion 
137 votes to 77 with 11 absten- 
tions. 

It was one of the most vivid 
displays yet of antagonism be- 
tween moderates and hardliners 
in Iran’s ruling Shiite Muslim 
dergy. The moderate Tehran 
newspaper. Resalat, described 
the censure motion as an attempt 
to “slaughter Rafsanjani.” 

Fury peaked when Mahmoud 
Doaei, a black-turbaned deputy 
who runs the newspaper Ettelaat, 
said an unnamed hardliner of the 
Combatant Clerics faction was in 
jail for a homosexual act. 

The 22 sponsors of the censure 
accused Mr. Najafi, 40, of mis- 
management, firing devont Mus- 
lim directors, failing to print 
school books, .on tiqje.and spend- 


ate foreign policy and blame his 
economic reforms for inflation 
and other hardships. 

A parliamentary committee re- 
port critical of the education 
minister was read out in Wednes- 
day's debate, ending with a 
quotation from Ali, the first 
imam of the Shiites, referring to 
“louts”. 

“I want to introduce the real 
louts and charlatans,” responded 
Deputy Doaei. “One of the lead- 
ers of the combatant clerics is in 
jail for a despicable (homosexual) 
act." 

A shouting match erupted and 
Mr. Karrubi switched oft the live 
broadcast for several minutes. 

When it was switched back on 
the speaker still had difficulty 
controlling the session, repeated- 
ly asking deputies including 
Ayatollah Sadeq Khalkhati to be ' 
quiet. 

At tbe end of the debate Mr. 
Karrubi said while an accusation 
had been made against the un- 
named hardliner mentioned by 
Mr. Doaei “there has apparently 
been a mistake — be is a very 
holy person.” 

\ In January, Health Minister 
Iraj Fazel . became the first • 


ing education funds to buy him- '- cabjnet member sacked by parlia- 


self a Mercedes Benz. 

;in , a. ,weU-publidsed meeting 
with Mr. Najafi Monday, Mr. 
Rafsanjani. gave total support to 
the minister, who has a masters’ 
degree in mathematics from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

He said the attempt to sack him 
could damage the morale of 
Iran's 700,000 teachers. 

Some hardliners, including 
Speaker Karrubi,, opposed the 
motion. One of their newspapers, 
Jomhuri Eslami, said the deputies 
bad chosen the worst time, right 
before exams at the end of the 
school year. 

Hardliners have lost much of 
their influence since supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini died two years ago. 

Their last stronghold is the 
Majlis, where they speak out 
against Mr. Rafsanjani's moder- 


meiit since the 1979 Islamic re- 
volution. 

f .The newspaper Resalat said on 
■TOf&day hardliners had “drawn 
np a list of ministers to impeach 
one after another in order to 
deliver a telling blow to the gov- 
ernment. 

“But will our people sit down 
silent and watch a group in Majlis 
slaughter Rafsanjani ... the digni- 
ty of the revolution?” 

Defending himself over the 
car, Mr. Najafi told parliament 
he bought the Mercedes cheaply 
in an auction of cars abandoned 
in customs. 

The previous ministerial car 
broke down several times. “Once 
I had to get a ride from a stranger 
on tire road to Rasht (near the 
Caspian Sea),” he said. “Is there 
anything wrong with the ministry 
getting a reliable car for the first 
time?” 


State Department official says 
[U.S. opposes ‘war crimes’ trial 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
■United States opposes the idea of 
a “war crimes” trial for Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein be- 
cause to try him in absentia might 
prolong his grip on power, a 
Senior State Department offidal 
said Tuesday. 

Assistant Secretary for Interna- 
tional Organisation Affairs John 
R- Bolton said “we have no 
present plans to find Saddam 
Hussein and bring him to jus- 
tice,” although he claimed there 
was no bebate over the Iraqi 
president’s culpability. 

Under questioning by Con- 


gressman Lee Hamilton, Mr. 
Bolton said trying President Sad- 
dam without having him present 
might prolong his tenure.- And the 
United States will not use militar y 
force to seize him for a trial, be 
added. 

The senate last week approved 
a resolution calling on Mr. Bush 
to seek a war crimes trial through 
the U.N. or in concert with De- 
sert Storm .allies. The European 
Community also has raiiwi for 
war crimes trials, but U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar has been cool to the 
idea. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

18:30 . 


1940 ., 

19:15 

19-30 

Reportage about Bolivia 

afcw 


Hfc39 . 
21:10 .. 
2240 .. 

Black Forest Ginic 

22J0 



PRAYER TUNES 

04*1 .. 

05:54 .. 


1134 .. 
16:12 .. 
19:14 .. 


2*37 .. 



CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazarrfa Church Swdfith 
Tel. S10740 

Assemblies or God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St Jwepb Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Aanondadon Tel. 


637440. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757 
Tcmemta Church Td; 622366 
Church of ihc Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Chord. Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephnfan Chord. Tel. 771751- 
Amman International Chard. Td. 

827981. 685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chard. Tel; 
811295. 

The Chardi of Jems Chrict of Latter- 
Daj Satan Tel. 815817 and 654932. 
The Chord, of NmrtH TcL 675691 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

it will be fair and winds will be 
westerly moderate io fresh. In Aqaba, 
winds will be Southerly moderate and 
seas rough. 

MmJnm. temp. 

Amman 14/25 

Aqaba 21/32 


Deserts 14/28 

Jordan Valley 19/31 

Yesterday's high te mp e ra tures; Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 36. Humidity re a d in g * : 
Amman 27 per cent. Aqaba 23 per 
cent 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Munsoor 748364 

Dr. Akram Samhan 894611 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim 736072 

Dr. Abdul Majid Al Sha’cr 791405 

Fuas pharmacy . 6619 12 

Fe rd o w s pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisarri pharmacy' 637660 

(RBID: 


Dr. Amin Abu Eida ( — ) 

Al Sharon 1 pharmacy (2758251 

ZARQAr 

Dr. Yahya Tarifi (— ) 

KhaHfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Cwfl Defence Department .661111 

GvO Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

CSvil Defence Emergency ........... 199 

Rescue Pofcc 192.621111.637777 

Fnc Brigade. — 891228 

Hood Bank .. 775121 

Highway Police ...1 84340? 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Compbints 897467 

Amman Munidpafity 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 


(directory assistance! ... .... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repain 661101 

Jordan Tekwisioa ...773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Hectridty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AHa lntl. Airport. — 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akflch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity ......... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmrtsani 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaS 666127/37 


Al-Ahli, AbdaO 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreeu 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Asbrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Queen AHa Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQAr 

Zanja Govt. Hospital. (09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Ibn Situ Hospital — (09)986732 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek CathoKe Hospital (02)272275 
IbaAJNa&es Hospital (02)247100 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET prices 

Uppaflowcr price in Bis per kg, 

£PPk 850/ 750 

500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammarj ........ 450/400 

• 340/280 

broad beans 350/220 

180/120 

Canet...., 220/180 


Cauliflower 280 / 220 

Cucumbers (large) 150/100 

Cucumbers (small) 300 / 250 

1000 / 900 

300/230 

° ariic t 4S0/350 

7301 180 

-- 320 / 260 

tf^Cpwone) 120/ 80 

““TO"! 1 ™®*) 120/ 80 

200/150 

'230/180 

X^UFeen) 150/100 

250 / 200 

g Kr 360 / 300 

tomatoes 420 / 350 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

***** ^ 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

!?=}* New Delhi (RJ) 

jWfl .... NewY^, Amnc^m^J) 
***• Tunis. TripoE(RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

^ Bahrain (GP) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal (i) 

25 r- £« 

i*4s ; 

SS .. 

tiie ■ Abu DhaH. Dubai (RJ) 

-■-45 Kuala Umpur. S ing apore (RJ) 

° ther Right* (Terminal (2) 


A 


t 





U .N. forces transit 
through Jordan en route 
to Iraq-Kuwait border 


By Ncrmeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A convoy of 1 Q 5 
tracks carrying hundreds of Un- 
ited Nations peacekeeping forces 
and their equipment stayed over- 
night at Azraq refugee camp 
Wednesday en route to the Iraqi- 
Knwaiti border where they will 
be replacing American forces and 
monitoring the buffer zone. 

U.N. sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said that the 
convoy left South Lebanon early 
Wednesday morning through 
Israel and the braeU-occupied 
territories before crossing the 
King Hussein bridge to Jordan 
Wednesday afternoon. 

“We do not have the exact 
number of peacekeepers in this 
convoy but it is in the hundreds,” 
the U.N. sources told the Jordan 
Times. 

The source added that it was 
the “first really big batch of U.N. 
peacekeepers to come through 
Jordan." 


On April 14, a plane carrying 
the advance team of U.N. 
peacekeeping team officials from 
I arnaca to Kuwait, also transit- 
led through Jordan. 

The convoy was scheduled to 
leave Amman Thursday morning 
towards Saadi Arabia before 
reaching Kuwait. 

The U.N. peacekeepers will 
replace thousands of American 
soldiers currently occupying the 
buffer zone between Kuwait and 
Iraq bat administrative af fajp ; of 
the area will be bandied by the 
two countries* including law en- 
forcement. 

The 1440-man U.N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observation Mission 
(UNIKOM) is to patrol a de- 
militarised zone on either side of 
the Iraq-Kuwait border. 

This action is one concfition of 
the Golf war ceasefire resolution 
passed three weeks ago. A formal 
Gulf ceasefire went into effect 
April 11 clearing the way for the 
peacekeeping forces and the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops from 
southern Iraq. 


Canadian Ambassador to Amman Percy Sherwood (second from left) 
Wednesday inaagnrates a mother and child health care centre in 
Wihdat (Petra photo) 

Canada helps but Id 
health care centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Canadian 
Ambassador in Amman Percy 
Sherwood Wednesday inaugu- 
rated a new’ mother adtPdhild 
health care sub-centre 'ran by. 
United Nations Relief andWorks 
Agency for Palestine ;$$jgees 
(UNRWA) in Ammih New 
Camp (Wihdat). The centre, 
which was put into operation late 
last month. -was built and equip- 
ped through a donation of about 
S150.000 from the Canadian In- 
ternational Development Agency 
(C.IDA) of the Canadian Ministry 
for External Relations and Inter- 
national Development. 

In addition to this new sub- 
centre, UNRWA has in the camp 
a main health centre which pro- 
vides to the camp residents prim- 
ary health care services also in- 
ducting mother and child health 
care. The new sub-centre will 


reduce the increasing press u re on 
the main centre and will bring the 
mother and child health care ser- 
vices doser to the inhabitants of 
the eastern parr of the camp. 

Present at the cer em ony were 
Jaw da: Sbul, governor of Am- 
man, Dr. Ahmad Qatanani, 
director-general of the Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs, 
Franke de Jonge, director of UN- 
RWA affairs in Jordan, and 
senior UNRWA and government 
officials as well as a number of 
Wihdat camp notables. 

Canada, one of UNRWA’s big- 
gest supporters, contributed $8.7 
million to UNRWA’s 1991 regu- 
lar budget. Over the last five 
years Canada made special con- 
tributions to UNRWA in Jordan, 
amounting to some $1.6 million, 
which were used mainly for con- 
structing health and educational 
installations. 


ICRC sends 17th 
relief convoy to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) office here 
announced Wednesday that it 
would send its 17th relief convoy, 
consisting of 16 vehicles, to Bagh- 
dad Thursday. 

It said that the vehicles carry 45 
tonnes of diesel, 16 tonnes of 
powdered milk, 130 tents, 426 
groundsheeis, 456 cartons of 
medicine. 400 cartons of liquid 
gas and various other materials. 

It said that two water tankers 
would join the fleet of other 
water tankers sent earlier to Iraq 
and placed at the disposal of 
relief personnel in Baghdad and 
other cities. 

Two lanticnxisersand two pick- 
ups wfll also be added to ICRC 
fleet of various vehicles operating 
in the Iraqi territory. These in- 


dude 27 S vehicles, 137 personnel 
carriers, 110 trucks and 30 trail- 
ers, the statement said. 

The ICRC Tuesday sent its 
16th convoy to Baghdad. It was 
composed of seven trucks car- 
rying 62.5 tonnes of rice, 48 tents 
and 576 groundsbeets, 7.5 tonnes 
of lentils, 240 cartons of medicine 
and sanitation material together 
with other relief items. 

According to the statement, the 
ICRC delegation in Amman is 
now accelerating the rhythm of the 
convoys, which used to be sent 
twice a week. The statement said 
it was likely that ICRC relief 
convoys would be going to Bagh- 
dad at least four times a week, 
and maybe more, dne to the 
increased needs assessed in the 
southern and northern parts of 
Iraq. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tim e and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibition 

* Exhibition of fine handicrafts, weavings, qnflts, on Friday, at 
the Abn Jaber estate-Yadondeh (open: 18 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Dried flowers exhibition by Hind Kurd! Niwrfran at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. (Opens at 10 awn.). 

showjumping 

£ Showjumping cdaqatMo a on Friday at the Arabian Horse Chib 
' premises, 37 kflometm off the Seventh Ode toward* Q~«m 
Alia International Airport — 4 p-m. 

FILM 

* Feature Shn entitled “Fahrenhrit 451” at Urn American Centre 
— - 7 p.m. 



Jordan's stock exchange 
recovers after Gulf crisis 



Her Majesty Queen Noor, in the p rescue l- of Her mosaics exhibition currently on display in Bcrga- 
Royal Highness Princess Wijdan Ali and of Mon-iig- mo, Italy 
DOT GioUo Oggioni, inaugurates a lordialae 

Jordanian mosaics exhibition 
in Italy aims at reviving interest 
in Kingdom’s touristic sites 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
mosaics exhibition under the 
joint patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and Hi.; Excellency 
Monsignor Giulio Oggioni, 
Bishop of Bergamo, is currently 
being held in the northern Italian 
city of Bergamo. 

The exhibition, which is on 
display at Malpaga Castle, 
opened on March 16 anti wili run 
through June 9, 1991. 

The 43 panels on display pot- 
tray the development of mosaic 
art in Jordan front the first cen- 
tury B.C. until the eighth ccnnsrv 
A.D. 

Featured are pieces from the 
Roman period, unearned at PIi.- 
latielphia, Jcrash ar.-J Pc::., os 
well as mosaic p LM is founr 
Madaba, Khiroert Ai Sa*nra, 
Masuh, Ma'in and Aqar a 

Queen Noor. who had been 
unable to inaugurate the exhibi- 
tion due to regional circumst- 
ances, recently visited Bergamo 
in an effort to reinvigorate Italian 
tourism to Jordan at a time when 
the industry has almost come to a 
standstill as a result of the Gulf 
crisis. 

En official remarks at the castle. 
Queen Noor emphasised Jordan's 
importance as a centre of history, 
culture, antiquities and art anti 
stressed the safety of tourism to 
the country and the importance 
of the Jordanian mosaics exhibi- 
tion as the latest in a series of 
endeavours which allow the peo- 
ple of Jordan and Italy to interact 
through culture and art and to 
cooperate in all fields. 

The Queen emphasised the im- 
portance of promoting greater 
people-to-people contact and 
mutual understanding between 
nations, especially today as the 
Middle Eak emerges from the 
human and economic ravages of 
military confrontation and mas- 
sive human displacement. 

The regional government of 


Bergamo hosted a dinner in the 
Queen's honour, which was 
attended by the Italian Minister 
of Foreign Ai fairs. Gianni Dj 
M ichelis, who, on behalf of the 
Italian government, welcomed 
Queen Now's visit to Italy ul this 
crucial time. 

Mr. De Michelis emphasised 
the friendship and cooperation 
that cost between Jordan and 
Italy ~nd expressed his hope that 
the two countries will continue to 
work together to solve the econo- 
mic difficulties which Jordan is 
facing as a result of the- Gulf 
cri;.i r ,. 

He also stressed the need and 
the relevance of political dialogue 
Jm .’an to resolve the issuer 
: .:ch have been a s?-urce of 
destabilisation in the Middle 
Zas:. 

Mr. De Michelis also empha- 
sised Jordan’s significant role, 
under His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's leadership, inf maintaining 
and in promoting peace and 
security in the area. 

Accompanying Her Majesty 


Queen Noor in Bergamo were 
Her Royal Highness Princess Wi- 
jdan Ali and HU Excellency 
Ambassador Hassan Abu 
Ni'nch. 

Queen Noor has been actively 
involved in promoting tourism to 
Jordan and has officially opened 
exhibitions of Jordanian anti- 
quities throughout the world. 

The Jordanian mosaics exhibi- 
tion has been touring Europe 
since 1985 and has travelled to 
Munich, Rome. Schallaburg. East 
Berlin, Innsbruck, Lyon and Spi- 
limber go. 

The Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities has identified that the 
Queen’s efforts to promote 
Jordanian exhibitions abroad 
have yielded tangible results and 
have contributed to a significant 
increase of tourism into the coun- 
try. 

A statement issued by the 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities, Mr. 
Nasri Atallah, underlined the sig- 
nificance of Queen Noor’s visit to 
Italy. 


Court says there is no 
case against CBJ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Central 
) Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Wednes- 
| day denied that the Higher Court 
I of Justice has ruled against a CBJ 
S governor’s decision to transform 
j the Arab Fmance Corporation 
j -Jordan branch- into an invest- 
ment bank. 

A statement by CBJ said that 
contrary to what was published in 
the local press Wednesday, the 
court accepted the CBJ views and 
said that such administration pro- 
cedure on the part of the CBJ 
could not be contested. 

The report in the press said 
j that the Higher Court of Justice 


had ruled against the CBJ gov- 
ernor's decision to force the cor- 
poration to transform itself into 
an investment bank. 

According to Wednesday's 
CBJ statement, the Higher Court 
of Justice has in fact rejected the 
case raised against the Central 
Bank with the purpose of repeal- 
ing its directives to the corpora- 
tion made in October 1990. 

The CBJ statement said that 
the court bad rejected the case 
because the CBJ move was purely 
administrative and not find, and 
therefore could not be contested. 


By Jane Arraf 

Renter 

AMMAN — Jordan's stock ex- 
change, boosted by the pros p ect 
of renewed trade with Iraq, is 
bouncing back from the Golf 
crisis. 

"The market has rec o vered a 
tot faster than expected,** Ibra- 
him B3beissi, “Ti"^ manag er <jf 
the exchange, said in an inter- 
view. "One important factor is 
Iraq." 

Tbc value of shares at the 
Amman Financial Market has re- 
covered to teveb reached before 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait fan 
August sparked a crisis winch 
badly affected the Jordanian eco- 
nomy. 

Shares of some companies, 
particularly industries which 
stand to export to Iraq, arc trad- 
ing at higher prices than before 
tbe conflict, Mr. Biibemi said. 

Daily volume on the 13- year- 
old exchange has recovered to 
about JD 1.5 to two mitiioa after 
plunging to about JD 100,000 to 
150,000 during the crisis. 

Mr. Bilbeiai said tbc recovery 
bad been fuelled partly by hefty 
dividends, distributed m the first 
quarter of tins year, which re- 
flected 1990 profits made before 
tbe Gulf crisis. Payouts ranged 
from 10 to 100 per cent of the par 

Jordan 
to outline 
housing policy 
in Harare 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
taking port in tbe 13th meeting of 
the U.N. Centre for Human Set- 
tlements (UNCHS), which is due 
to open in Harare on Monday, 
and will submit an outline of the 
Kingdom's endeavours in the 
housing field. 

An announcement here said 
that Housing Corporation Direc- 
tor General Yousef Hiyasat 
would leave Amman Thursday 
for Harare, capital of Zimbabwe, 
to take part in the meeting which 
is expected to last 10 days. 

On die eve of his departure, 
Mr. Hiyasat said that the partici- 
pants would discuss, among other 
important topics, the world 
strategy- for shelter from now 
until tbe end of the present cen- 
tury, which. was endorsed by tbe 
United Nations General 
Assembly. 

"Jordan has declared its com- 
mitment to adhere to the world 
strategy as a general policy de- 
signed to ensure relatively cheap 
housing for the more needy sec- 
tors of the population.” Mr. 
Hiyasat said. 

"The meeting in Hajari is also 
expected to discuss sustainable 
development schemes which in- 
dude housing, improved stan- 
dards of living for poor societies, 
planning and managing settle- 
ments utilisation of energy re- 
sources and renewable resources 
with a view to redudng pollution 
to the bare minimum," Mr. 
Hiyasat said. 


Reports show returnees in dire need of help 


By Nnr Sati 

Special to . the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A passerby once 
said: “Looks can be deceiv- 
ing.” This could very well app- 
ly the Jordanian returnees 
from Kuwait. 

Bumper to bumper, they 
lined up on the Iraqi-Jcrdanian 
border waiting impatiently to 
enter Jordan. With their Mer- 
cedeses, Buicks arid other big 
American cars and some jewel- 
ry families managed to bring 
with them, Jordanian* 
assumed the renrmecr arrived 
overflowing with money. 

“No doubt, in Kuwait we 
were well off and led a luxu- 
rious life,” said a returnee who 
prefe r red not to be named. 
“Now, we are living belou 
zero,” the father of six school- 
age children added. He, 
together with some ISC. W0 re- 
turnees. has been in Jordan for 
several months. These 36,000 
families, or tbe “unknown vic- 
tims”, are now “leading a life 
of object misery, in desperate 
need of food, dothing, shelter 
and university fees for their 
children," according to the 
Committee of Jordanian Re- 
turnees from Kuwait, operat- 
ing under the umbrella of 
GUVS, the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies. 

The committee, which was 
formed by a group of returnees 
and four members of GUVS, 
carried out a survey, shortly 
after tbe war, On the stale of 
the expatriates living in Jor- 
dan, according to Lara Snobar, 
research coordinator for 
GUVS and the committee 
organiser. The report suites 
that these families, an average 


of five members per family, 
“have been accommodated in 
balconies, single rooms, mos- 
ques. churches, shelters and 
even at the very beginning, on 
the streets or in theft cars. 

Some of tbe families howev- 
er were accomodated with re- 
icthcs. Others, Ms. Snobar 
maintained, rented small flats, 
mostly in Zarka. “The rent is 
normally JD 40 each month, 
but what happened was that 
once the leaser saw that these 
people were from Kuwait, he 
would raise the rent to JD 90 
because he thought tbe retur- 
nees had money, ' Ms. Snobar 
said. 

Although the Jordanian gov- 
ernment has been very helpful, 
overall assistance only covered 
four per cent of the total 
needs, said Mohammad 
Mulhem, head of the commit- 
tee. “The governments sup- 
port has been in ter ms of ex- 
emption from customs duty orf 
furniture, which cpuld reach 
over thousands of dinars, and 
the postponement of taxes on 
vehicles,” he explained. Addi- 
tionally, the children were 
admitted to tbe already 
crowded schools, a total of 
about 75.000 pupiis. “Efforts 
in hospital assistance and soda] 
welfare were and are, being 
offered generously in spite of 
the Jordanian government's li- 
mited resources, and at the 
expense of the citizens,” he 
added. 

“There are many diseases 
amongst us. We have no 
money to pay for medicine,'’ 
said a returnee who preferred 
anonymity, "We must have an 
insurance card and even then, 
we have to pay half the cost of 


the medicine,” he added. 

Ms. Snobar said that many 
people have diabetes, “There 
is a child with cancer, two 
children with holes in their 
hearts and some other people 
with kidney problems. None of 
them are in hospitals,” she 
said. 

“Our children are getting 
malnourished because we do 
not have a penny to spare," a 
returnee said explaining that 
his family has not seen chicken 
or meat since he came to Jor- 
dan on Jan. 17. “We live on 
bread mainly and some simple 
food,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

Every day, crowds of retur- 
nees line up in GUVS offices, 
asking for money, food and 
other needed materials. 
“Sometimes we see men crying 
because their families are hun- 
gry,** Ms. Snobar asserted. 
''Sometimes children come in 
asking for notebooks because- 
the schools do not provide 
them with any,” she added. 

When tbc returnees first 
came to Jordan, they were 
patient, but now, Ms. Snobar 
said, they are angry, hungry 
and -tense. 

“These poor families consti- 
tute the majority of the retur- 
nees. About 10 per cent of 
them are reasonably well off 
and one per cent are very well 
off. But the rest are families in 
dire need,” Mr. Mulhem 
pointed out. "While everybody 
is concentrating on other mat- 
ters of the war, we, Jorda- 
nians, arc forgotten,” said a 
middle aged returnee. Others 
murmured: ‘We wish we never 
came here'.” 

One man tried to explain 


why tbe ret ur nees were getting 
little help. “People have the 
impression we are rich. But 
our cars are not for showing 
off," he said angrily. “We were 
just running away. We cannot 
use our cars now, we have no 
money for gasoline. 

“What we want is not pity 
from the Jordanian people, but 
an immediate reaction from 
the Jordanian government,” 
Salim, who has been staying 
with relatives said. 

“Donations are comming in 
trickles." Ms. Snobar 
affirmed. Tbe committee relies 
on organisations, such as the 
IRC (the International Rescue 
Committee) and an Indian 
organisation Ananda Marga 
Universal Relief Team 
(AMURT), “which promised 
to give food, bur instead we 
received 160 small parcels 
which were not sufficient, “ 
Mr. Mulhem added. “But now 
that an account has been 
opened in a bank, we have 
been able to help 250 fami- 
lies." 

Tbe Middle East Council of 
Qiurdhes. Caritas and 16 Non- 
Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) have been donating - 
substantial amounts, according 
to the official. 

Most embassies said that 
they had already given money 
to evacuees, but most of it 
went to tbe foreign evacuees, 
according to Ms. Snobar. 

A worrying aspect to many 
families is that their children, 
studying abroad, were depen- 
diong on their parents for uni- 
versity fees. “Now, they can- 
not study and are, left to sur- 
vive without their parents’ 
help," Mr. Mulhem said. 


value of shares. 

Iraq, its infrastructure devas- 
tated by allied bombing during 
foe Gulf war and internal rebel- 
boos has said it will channel trade 
for post-war reconstruction 
through Jordan. 

Iraqi businessmen have been in 
Jordan over the past few weeks 
making arrangements to buy ev- 
erything from cucumbers to trac- 
tors, diplomats and businessmen 
said. 

The U.N. trade embargo im- 
posed on Iraq still ban trade, 
apart from food and humanita- 
rian supplies with Iraq. Baghdad 
has asked the (' N Sanctions 
Committee to allow it to export 
oil to buy essentia! imports. 

Jordan sent about 25 per cent 
of its exports to Iraq before the 
crisis — a market which dried up 
after the Kingdom began adher- 
ing to the U.N. trade ban against 
Baghdad, 

Jordan's vital trucking and 
shipping industries were virtually 
paralysed by :itc war wlule unem- 
ployment climbed to almost one* 
thud of the workforce 

Jordanian businessmen are 
optimistic that exports to Iraq, 
while not making up hit the ,\r» 
of business with Kuwait and other 
Gulf countries, will increase ft- «r.t 
pre-war levels. 
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CROWN PRINCE VISITS RAF: His Royul 
Prince Hassan Wednesday visited the Royal Air *' rr . vi. c 
was received by RAF commander and ritvera! oifu. is. I't, i 
Prince toured several RAF units and was briefed Ja 1 

■irigned to these units. Prince Hassan abo attendvi. par: r. 
malts* training activities. 


Deadline expires fer 
payment in lieu of draft 


By Isaxn Qsdanumi 

Special to the Jordan Tames 

AMMAN — A government rule 
allowing expatriates to defer 
military service as long as they 
work abroad or pjy So ,000 in lieu 
of serving expires by April 30, 
and a great number of expatriates 
have expressed hope that the 
deadline will be extended. 

According to many of the ex- 
patriates who have returned to 
Jordan from Kuwait, they etui by 
no means come up with the re- 
quired $6,000 nor can they prove 
that they are working any more, 
since they are out of Kuwait and 
the Gulf, and hope that the gov- 
ernment would consider their 
case with favour. 

A large number of these ex- 
patriates has appealed through 
tbe media, to the concerned au- 
thorities, :o extend the deadline 
until they can receive their sav- 
ings and compensations from 
Kuwait or until the time comes 
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FRENCH 


Registration is now open at trie Frenrli 

Cultural Centre lor the toltav/ng 

— French language courses for s.luits 
(all levels) 

— Preparation courses for the tixareo 
at Sorbonne University (Paris) 

— French for business 

— Arabic language courses for 
foreigners. 

.The registration- wft iasr until Su/Jjy . s A--*- 

1$91 and the courses vtil sian an Vuzulh- 

AgrtBR-Sahjiday 13 Jiay isai 

For more information, please contact 
the French Cultural Centre 
Tel: 637009 , 636445 Am ncr.. 
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Burying the past 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT by Kurdish leader Jafail 
Talabani that Kurdish leaders have reached agree- 
ment with the Iraqi government to resolve the Kurdish 
problem comes ata time when the entire future of Iraq 
and its people is Hanging on the balance. 

One cannot but see the Baghdad agreement as part 
of the ongoing democratic process in Iraq — the lack 
of which was indirectly cited by many foreign powers 
to justify their campaign against the country, and by 
the rebels themselves as the reason for their short-lived 
rebellion. 

Reason seems to have prevailed during the Baghdad 
talks, as it has emerged that the claim of the freckled 
rebels who got together in Beirut in March that they 
“represent” the Iraqi people’s aspirations was hollow. 
If anything, they seem to have very little popular base 
among the Iraqi people, and the only direction they 
could take, if indeed they genuinely seek a democratic 
Iraq, is towards dialogue and national reconciliation. 

The need of the day is to preserve the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of Iraq, and aU Iraqis, 
whether the Kurds in the north, the Shiites in the south 
or the Sunnis and others elsewhere in the country of 18 
million, should join hands, regardless of their »thwar 
origins, to achieve this objective. 

Burying the past and opening a new era should be 
the spirit of the Iraqi people, who have suffered 
enough and more as a result of the allied war a gainst 
their country and . the subsequent rebellions. The 
government has already signalled its readiness to serve 
the cause of national unity by announcing amnesty to 
the rebels and opening dialogue, and it would seem 
that the ball is rolling in the right direction. But the 
momentum should not be lost. 

There cannot be any denial of the magnitude of the 
task confronting the Iraqi leadership and people, 
whose lives have been setback by decades with the 
massive devastation that the war has wreaked on the 
country. Iraq needs every resources it has and every 
capability its people have to maintain the course of 
reconstruction. But without national unity die country 
would only slide further towards an abyss from which 
there could be very little avenue of escape, what with 
the apparent free-for-all game that the allies seem to be 
playing in the country. 

The unity of the people of Iraq Will go a long way in 
pulling the rug from under the feet of the allied 
presence in the country. If indeed the allies’ objective 
is humanitarian, what better way to extend help to the 
Iraqis — with no discrimination whatsoever — 
through the proper channel, which runs through 
Baghdad. 


IK PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’l Arabic daily Wednesday commented on a statement by 
Israeli Housing Minister Ariel Sharon in which, he said, that 
Jordan is the homeland of the Palestinian people, and should 
therefore represent them in any future negotiations. The paper 
said that Jordan also has a responsibility to end the intifada 
because, he said, it was one fonn of terrorism. The paper said 
such statements are ridiculous and aimed at aborting U-S. 
Secretary of State James Baker’s current initiative to bring about 
a just settlement. The whole international community realises 
that Jordan is not Palestine and that the Palestinians have the 
legitimate right in their own homeland where they should be able 
to determine their future, and that the Palestinian land was 
usurped by Israel which continues to hold on to it, the paper said. 
Furthermore, it said, the Palestinian intifada is purely Palestinian, and 
Jordan has nothing to do with it and that it is designed to liberate 
the occupied territories. The uprising is a means of self-defence, 
and Jordan can by no means act for the Palestinians whether 
in the means of liberating their land or in negotiating on their 
behalf, it added. Sharon’s statement, the paper noted, is aimed at 
closing to door for any settlement to the Palestine issue and the 
Middle East problem on the basis of the international legitimacy 
and the principle of exchanging land for peace. It said that 
Sharon's statement can by no means deceive Baker or any other 
peace mediator who would realise clearly the role of the 
Palestinians and their rights in regaining their own homeland. 

Sawt AI Shaab daily cast doubt on Baker's mission and said that 
the secretary's sudden decision to leave the area and to go to 
Moscow could be a reaction to the outcome of his tour. It seems 
that the United States' feelings of optimism about a breakthrough 
is now.receding, because it could not take speedy steps to arrive at 
the aspired for peace, the paper noted. It seems also that the 
United States is now confronted by an obstinate Shamir who is 
intent on aborting Baker's initiative prompting him to leave the 
area for some time, the paper speculated. Furthermore, the 
paper said, Shamir's statement entail rejection by Israel of any 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from Arab land and total rejection of 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 33S which provide for an exchange of 
land for peace. Israel for its part realises that Washington would 
never exercise pressure on it an would not force it to give up land 
and realises also that Washington can exercise, all forms of 
pressures and blackmail on the Arab regimes and subjugate them 
to the wishes of the Jewish state. For that reason, the paper 
concluded, Israel is adopting an adamant position with regard to 
the American initiative which is bound to aid in failure if tin 
present situation persists. 


By Francis Fukuyama 



The following article is the last of seven articles on the new world 
order published by the London-based Guardian newspaper. Francis 
Fukuyama wrote a widely noticed essay. “71 be End of History,” 
while working for the U.S. State Department. He now works for 
the Rand Corporation m Washington. 


PERHAPS the best way to 
consider how the Gulf war will 
or win not create a “New 
World Order" of die sort en- 
visioned by President Bosh is 
to consider the problem from 
the perspective of a future 
Third World aggressor. 

Let us say that you are the 
former Colonel Ali, now presi- 
dent- for-Iife of the Republic of 
Rnritania, who sat on the side- 
lines of the recent Gulf war. 
You have a big military and 
secret police force, bought 
with ofl money, and even big- 
ger ambitions to be recognised 
as the ruler not just of your 
current republic, but of Grea- 
ter Rnritania, the historical 
homeland — now inhabited by 
a large population of non- 
Rmitanians — of which your 
national poet sings, and for 
which you bus people into the 
capital every few months to 
stage noisy demonstrations. 
What are your opt i ons for 
realising this dream? 

If you were a wise and soph- 
isticated dictator, you would 
realise that the goal you had 
set for a Greater Rnritania was 
a futile one; that the dominant 
trend in world politics over the 
past few decades has been for 
countries to grow smaller 
rather than larger, by fractur- 
ing along national and pJhnir: 
lines. You would look with 
dismay at the prospect of using 
armed Ruritanian boys to sup- 
press angry non-Ruritamans, 
and would think twice about 
the enormous economic cost. 

Moreover, you would realise 
that there are no military 
short-cuts to becoming a mod- 
em country, no escape from 
the dull work of economic de- 
velopment; that power and re- 
spect flow ultimately from the 
ability to create wealth. You 
would understand that those 
tough-looking men with Kalas- 
nikovs guarding your presiden- 
tial palace would not be- 
enougfa to save you from your 
own people; that they could 
very well throw (town their ; 
rifles or even point them at you 
if you failed in an important 
policy initiative. 

Of course, if you were smart 
enough to realise all these 
things, you wouldn't be presi- 
dent-fbr-life of Rnritania; you 
would have completed your 
education, and perhaps even 
gone for a masters in engineer- 
ing at the University of Michi- 
gan- So we have to start ail 
over again to trace the 
draughts of our hypothetical 
leader. 

To a large extent. President 
Bush's demonstration of milit- 
ary prowess against Iraq will 
have precisely the effect he 
hoped for. That is, no presi- 
dent or Rnritania in the near 
future wfl] speak to the Amer-. 
ican ambassador the way that 
Saddam Hussein spoke to 
April Giaspie, telling her con- 
temptuously that the United 
States would not fight. Of- 
course. Third World leaders 
knew all along that they 
couldn't beat the U.S., but 
after Vietnam they figured that 
if they could impose casualties 
on the U.S. at even a 100:1 


ratio, American public opinion 
might waver. 

The casualty ratio in the 
Gulf war was more like 1,000:1 
or even higher, and this not 
even a ruthless dictator can 
stomach. He wiD calculate in 
advance that overt aggression 
risks a catastrophic defeat, the 
undermining of the very exist- 
ence of one’s country, and 
death for oneself and one’s 

famil y 

But in other respects, our 
hypothetical president may 
draw less benign lessons. With 
regard to military operations, 
the very totality of Iraq’s de- 
feat may actually s timulate the 
drive to acq uir e weapons of 
mass destruction and systems 
to deliver them. 

This is ironic in view of the 
fact that the Bush Administra- 
tion attacked Iraq at least in 
part to elimin ate the Iraqi nuc- 
lear and chemical threat. But 
people will notice that the one 
Iraqi military system that ac- 
quitted itself in the war was the 
mobile Scud: they were fired 
throughout the conflict, and 
even after the ceasefire it was 
not dear that the U.S. had 
destroyed all of Iraq’s missiles 
and launchers. They had a 
political utility that went far 
beyond their military value. 

Third World countries may 
decide that in the future it will 
be futile to go to the huge 
expense of building an enor- 
mous conventional force but 
that they can short-dreuit this 
process by going nuclear. Con- 
rider how differently (be cur- 
rent crisis would have been 
played out if Iraq had posses- 
sed even a small number of 
nuclear warheads mated to 
their Scuds. . 

Nudear weapons, or even 
sophisticated chemical-biolo- 
gical warheads, would have 
raised the possibility that even 
a single missile through the 
Patriot shield would. have pro- 
duced not tens but tens of 
thousands of casualties in 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. 
Under these circumstances, 
the coalition’s inability to des- 
troy the mobile launchers 
would not have been an irri- 
tant, but might have deter- 
mined how, even whether, the 
war was conducted. 

There are other military les- 
sons to be drawn. Paradoxical- 
ly, offensive and defensive mis- 
siles proved their worth during 
the conflict: there will almost 
certainly be a race to acquire 
both kinds of systems in many 
unstable regions of the world. 
The criticality of air defence 
systems was amply demons- 
trated: while Ruiitania could 
never aspire to purchase an air 
force equal to that of the coali- 
tion, it could do a much more 
convincing job of air defence 
than the Iraqis. Even concrete 
proved its value: while those 
hardened aircraft shelters and 
command bunkers did not ulti- 
mately forestall defeat, they 
lengthened the war consider- 
ably and made it impossible to 
target Saddam directly. 

Our president of Rnritania 
could draw a number of politic- 
al lessons as well that migh t 



abet rather than deter future 
aggression. The first is simply 
to be smarter than Saddam. He 
will undoubtedly go down in 
history as one of the most 
foolish and shortsighted 
would-be conquerors in mod- 
ern history. 

The first of his mistakes was 
to launch his invasion at the 
one moment in the entire post- 
.war era when the V-S. and the , 
Soviet Union were inclined to. 
work together. Had the aggres- 
sion occurred in January after 
the partial return to power of 
military hardliners in Moscow, 

I strongly doubt that the Soviet 
Union would have voted for 
many of the 12 Security Conn- 
til resolutions agaisnt Iraq, 
particularly Resolution 678 au- 
thorising tire use of force. 

Many Soviet conservatives 
are actively pro-Iraq, while 
others resent strongly what 
they perceived to be former 
foreign minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze panotting Washing- 
ton's line. And if the U.N had 
not voted to authorise the use 
offeree, the U.S. Congression- 
al resolution supporting the 
President might well not have 
been passed. 

During the Gulf crisis, the 
Security Council finally work- 
ed as originally intended by 
taking a tough decision on col- 
lective security. But that body 
is one of the weakest reeds of 
Bush’s “New World Order”: 
its future effectiveness mil be 
entirely contingent on domes- 
tic politics in the Soviet Union 
and, to a lesser extent, C hina . 


As long as the U.N. remains a 
collection of states with heter- 
ogenous ideologies and values, 
its role as a brake against 
aggression will be limited. 

A second lesson for our 
Ruritanian leader is to be a bit 
more subtle that Saddam in 
picking his form of aggression. 
Using conventional armies to 
, grab territory has been “out" 
^ . since Ifitiec’s defeat -in 1945, 
J " and the 'vast majority of inter- 
* national aggressions since then 
■'** have involved support for 
“national liberation” forces, 
exploitation of ethnic religions 
or racial animosities, or ter- 


Not all of these options were 
open to Saddam, of course, but 
even he could, and did, use the 
threat of force to blackmail 
Kuwait without having actually 
to go to war. A few terrorists 
operating on behalf of Iran and 
Syria were much more effec- 
tive in tying up American poli- 
cy than aU of Saddam's 50 
divirions: to this day, the U.S. 
continues to curry favour with 
Syria’s Assad in the hope that 
he will use his influence to 
“moderate” the very terrorists 
he sponsors. Ef you can't even 
prove who’s responsible for 
violence, you can’t very well 
get the U.N. to condemn it. 

None of this is meant to take 
away from the splendid success 
achieved by President Bush 
and the coalition. The feet that 
military victory has not solved 
the problem of regional aggres- 
sion once and for aD is hardly a 
criticism of the policy. But it 


does suggest that what the 
American Administration has 
bougfrt for itself is not a self- 
sustaining “New World 
Order' 1 so much as time. 

The deterrent effect of Iraq's 
defeat will be incomplete: it 
will wear off in due course, and 
will drive aggression into diffe- 
rent and .unexpected channels. 
The military victory must be 
followed up by initiatives to 
ping holes in tire policy; for 
example be setting up a stron- 
ger suppliers’ regime to pre- 
vent tiie transfer of dangerous 
missile, chemical, biological, 
and nudear technologies to un- 
stable parts of the world. 

But in a way the most impor- 
tant conclusion is precisely that 
the chief foreign policy prob- 
lem feting the U.S. and other 
coalition countries in the near 
future will not be new Rurita- 
rrians threatening the interna- 
tional order. For even as one 
plots the thoughts of a Rurita- 
niaiK dictator, one realise that 
there are few other countries in 
the world which possess the 
combination of military power, 
strategic location, oil wealth, 
and outright ambition of Sad- 
dam’s Iraq. 

The world has indeed 
changed in fundamental ways 
over the past generation: eco- 
nomics has become vastly 
more important as the basis for 
great power status, and demo- 
cratic legitimacy has proved 
crucial to political power. Iraq 
is simply the latest example of 
the global crisis of authoritar- 
ianism that has.swept the globe 


in recent years. 

Only a ruthless and repres- 
sive dictatorship could have 
conceived of the original 
aggression, and failed to extri- 
cate itself when given so many 
outs. Only a dictatorship 
would expose its citizens and 
soldiers to such avoidable 
harm, to the point where they 
would no longer fight oh behalf 
of the regime. 

The Gulf war was a throw- 
back to tire geopolitics of the 
19th century when nations 
could plausibly solve their eco- 
nomic problems through ter- 
ritorial conquest; but in the 
modern world, the creation of 
wealth requires peace and legi- 
timacy. The world’s real busi- 
ness in the future win be those 
economic issues that were 
pushed to the back of the 
agenda by the war: issues like 
competitiveness, deficits, pro- 
tectionism, education, and the 
Eke. And any “New World 
Order” will not be built upon 
abstract principles of interna- 
tional law, but upon the com- 
mon principles of liberal demo- 
cracy and market economics. 

A lagre part of the world will 
be populated by Ira qs and 
Run tarn as, and will continue 
to be subject to bloody strug- 
gles and revolutions. But with 
the exception of the Gulf, few 
regions will have an impact — 
for good or in — on the grow- 
ing part of the world that is 
democratic and capitalist. And 
it is in this part of the world 
that we will ultimately have to 
make our home. 


Mr. Peres’s mixed signals on peace 


Jndeh Shahwan 


IN “A new fabric of relations 
between peoples,” (The Jeru- 
salem Post, April 12), Shimon 
Peres lays down certain pre- 
cepts that denote new and 
positive thinking by the tabor 
Party leadership and even a 
change of “strategic vision.” 

Mr. Peres believes, and 
rightly so, that “relationships 
between peoples are more sig- 
nificant than the nature of bor- 
ders.” He adds that “foe secur- 
ity problems today know no 
borders and time,” and that “it 
is not grim developments along 
political frontiers,” that will 
deride the fete of peace, but 
“the nurturing of a new fabric 
of relationship between peo- 
ples." 

The Labor Party leader 
stresses that a political solution 
to die Palesti nian problem has 
to be given priority over all 
other issues and that foe recog- 
nition of foe legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people is a 


sine qua non for a final solu- 
tion. 

Mr. Peres also criticises 
Israeli leaders who are against 
ceding territory and gives the 
example of foe Gaza Strip, 
where “Israel has been more of 
a policeman than owner.” 

From all this, we would con- 
dude that Mr. Peres believes 
in the bottom of his heart that 
concern for the security of 
Israel should not be grounds 
for grabbing territories, and 
that a friendly relationship be- 
tween the Palestinians and 
Israelis is the best guarantee 
for Israel’s security. 

But, unfortunately, the 
second part of Mr. Peres’s arti- 
des reiterates outdated views 
that are not in harmony with 
this vision of resolving foe 
Palestinian problem. 

Here, he pla}« foe old tune 
of “keeping territory for secur- 
ity requirements.” He ignores 
his own statement earlier on 


that “the relationships be- 
tween bordering peoples are 
the basis for security.” How 
can you- build good rela- 
tionships between two peoples 
if Israel retains substantial 
parts of the occupied West 
Bank, including Jerusalem? 


was more that of policeman 
than owner. 

The only guarantee for 
Israel’s and the Palestinians’ 
security is a just peace settle- 
ment buttressed by solid inter- 
national guarantees. Such set- 
tlement, based on reciprocity, 


It is time for Israeli leaders to 
understand that security means 
peace and vice versa, if peace pre- 
vails, security for ali will be 
achieved 


How can Israeli “security re- 
quirements’’ be reconciled 
with the legitimate political 
rights of the Palestinians, espe- 
cially after Mr. Peres rightly 
admitted that the status of 
Israel in occupied Gaza Strip 


will remove enmity, violence, 
distrust and isolation, and 
bring friendship, mutual trust 
and openness. 

To stress foe point that the 
Jordan River should be the 
security border of Israel, and 


Gush Etzion and other settle- 
ments in the West Bank should 
be security zJnes for Israel, is a 
manifestation and revival of 
the dead colonial policy of 
raking others' lands as a 
security guarantee.” It aims 
at dismembering the occupied 
territories and rendering it im- 
possible for the Palestinian 
people to exercise their legiti- 
mate political rights. This 
5tands contradiction to the 
wews Mr. Peres stated in the 
first part of his article. 

Moreover. Mr. Peres failed 
fo mention Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 which 
. d down foe bads for achiev- 
es a negotiated settlement. 
The principles of non-acquisi- 

wfodrawal from tfi c occupied 
temtemes are inextricably link- 

titese H S§ n ^ 1 006 ^wnale 
™ .Pratoptes with that of 
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yj .. security reasons?” 
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means peace and vice 
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Iraqis try to keep up appearances for children's sake 


fylMMfaLovmttfromBmgbdad 


BAGHDAD'S Amusement 
Oty (Madinat A1 Al’aab) is 
swarming with children and 
families with youngsters hav- 
ing fun on the various rides. 

Electricity has been di- 
verted from other areas of 
the city to supply amusement 
dty with the power if 'needs 
to operate for the three-day 
festival (EID) following the 
end- of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Iraq’s power stations — 
which were bombed during 
the 43-day Gulf war earlier 
this year — are being re- 
paired, bat not all regions 
have their power restored, 
and Jbr those that have, supp- 
ly is often intermittent. 

Arriving by bus, car and 


truck, scores of children 
conus with friends and rela- 
tions to enjoy a day out at the 
fan fair. 

Amongst the crowds of 
people most were wearing 
bright colours , and those 
wearing black as a sign that 
they are in mourning were 
very few. Ramadan has been 
a time for reflection and the 
Eid a chance to make a fresh 
start. 

Along the road to the park 
entrance vendors have set up 
a colourful array of stalls. 

One m an sells bananas on 
the pavement, a woman srts 
by her home-made pink Tur- 
kish delight. Others sell 
•cigarettes, eggs, nuts, fruit 
juice, sweets and sandwiches. 


Young boys it on the 
ground near scales hoping 
someone may want Ms weight 
checked. 

Law prohibits children 
from working in this way, but 
when times are bard, the 
regulation is not enforced. 

Amongst the attractions 
are a roller-coaster, merry- 
go-rounds, a big wheel, gon- 
dolas, pin-ball machines, 
boat trips, pedaloes, and a 
train. 

Under normal circumst- 
ances the park is open Fri- 
days and refighus festivals. 
This is the first time it has 
been open since the war 
started on Jan. 17. 

Dr. Sa*ad Rashad de- 
scribed coming to the park 
with his wife , their two 


daughters and his brother’s 
children as a “way of reliev- 
ing tension after everything 
that we’ve been through, and 
a time to be happy that we 
came safely through the 
war." 

Susan A1 Ansari, a 
pharmacist and wife of Dr. 
Rashad said “c oming here 
we are trying to keep up 
appearances for the chil- 
dren’s sake. It is important to 
maintain the feeling not ev- 
erything has been destroyed 
and this helps a lot when we 
try to rebuild ourselves and 
our family lives. ” 

Competing with the sound 
of youngsters screaming on 
the nearby merry-go-round. 
Mrs. Ansari said she hopes 
that things will soon get back 


to normal now that the war is 
over. “The children were 
very frightened by the bomb- 
ing and arc afraid still when 
they hear the planes fly 
over,” she said, adding: 
“We've taken them out so wc 
can spend time together as a 
family — they haven't seen 
their father for about three 
months. This will help the 
children get over the effects 
(of the war). ” 

Mrs. Ansari 's main con- 
cern was re-establishing some 
kind of normality, but she 
said it was bard to readjust 
with planes still flying over. 
"When the planes fly over 
now h really frightens us all — 
it gives us a feeling that some- 
thing a going to happen," she 
said. 


Since the end of the war on 
Feb. 28 jets from the U.S.- 
led coalition’s side haw been 
violating Iraqi airspace. 
When the war stopped jets 
used to fly over ar the same 
time as they did during the 
bombing raids. In Ramadan 
they would come over at sun- 
set which is the time when 
families are gathered 
together to breakfast At 
times they break the sound 
barrier and cause a sonic 
boom which sounds like an 
explosion. 

Seventeen-year-old Amir 
Abdul Said, who was spend- 
ing a day at amusement oty. 
says he docs not God it bard 
to enjoy the Eid. "I'm sad 
about what happened during 
the war. hue these days of Eid 
are happy and I’m enjoying 


them." he said. 

All schools were shut for 
the duration of the war. " Af- 
ter the Eid 1 go back to 
studying and try to recover 
what I lost during the days of 
the war. 1 have to prepare for 
my mid-year exams in two 
weeks. I should have taken 
them before . but they were 
suspended because of the 
fighting, ” said the young stu- 
dent keen to return to school. 

One group of teenage boys 
sitting on a lawn had brought 
with them tambourines and 
drums. Some were playing 
the instruments while others 
sang and watched their 
friends dance to the tradition- 
al music. 

Even though they could 
barely be heard above the 
loud Iraqi pop music blaring 


out from each ride, the boys 
were enjoying themselves. 

The managing director of 
the Amusement City. Ah 
Ibsan Shawki. said: "last year 
about half a million people 
came to the park over the 
three-day Eid period. This 
year we expect half that num- 
ber once we have mode a 
final count rather fha.i an 
estimate. ” 

In Mr. Shawks's opinion 
transportation difficulties and 
the cusr of the rides have 
deferred many people 

“Transportation is difficult 
because fuel ts now rationed 
and expensive. The cost of 
each ride has gone up from 
10(1 fils last year to tilt 
this year. All this is because 
of die prior of fuel." sasJ the 
managing director 


Egypt to replace historic museum to save relics 


By Mimi Mann 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO — The Egyptian 
Museum , built when Cairo 
was the Paris of the Nile, has 
become trapped in a fume- 
filled, vibrating urban sprawl 
that may destroy the anti- 
quities the stately treasure 
house seeks to protect. 

Government officials pian 
a fund-raising campaign for a 
modem museum complex 
where the nation’s 100,000 
artifacts can be exhibited and 
preserved. 

It is to be built on 77 acres 
(32 hectares) of desert 22 
miles (19 kilometres) south- 
west of the chaotic city, with 
the Giza Pyramids as a back- 
drop. 

Culture Minister Farouk 
Hosed said the choice of a site 
' “is genius/' and ‘fehs most 
beautiful museum in the 
world ” wifi rise on it. 


The Egyptian Museum 
opened in 1902 on a pictures- 
que inner-city plaza near the 
Nile. 

In the decades since, it has 
been surrounded by a mass of 
humanity, bedeviled by toxic 
fumes and traffic vibrations. 
Facing it across the plaza is 
one of the busiest bus stations 
in the dty of 14 million. 

“ After 100 years, a build- 
ing is declared a monument, ” 
said Ibrahim Bakr, chairman 
of antiquities. “This museum 
soon can qualify." 

“ It’s in a very crowded 
location,” he added. “The at 
is foul and the museum vi- 
brates with the subway 
nearby 

Papyrus wood, fabric and 
other fragile materials have 
suffered greatly. Even mas- 
sive stone statues show signs 
of disintegration. 

Hosni , a sculptor ; said 
museums like the faded sand- 


stone building in downtown 
Cairo were erected with no 
spetial forethought, “and ob- 
jects were shoved into- 
them.” 

“The new museum will be 
built with the objects in 
mind , how they should be 
displayed and preserved, ” he 
said in an interview. “We are 
the keepers of civilisation. 
The new museum will be a 
recognition of bow much 
these objects mean to us. " 

An international competi- 
tion will be held for a 
museum design, the culture 
minister said, and the cost of 
building the complex “easily 
could run in the hundreds of 
million s of dollars . " 

He said the government 
hoped mdhey'could be raised 
fast enough to complete the . 
project in three years, and ' 
that tourist 'revenue would 
return the investment 
quickly. 
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So vast is the Egyptian 
Museum’s collection that it 
has been estimated a tourist 
pausing one minute at each 
item would need nine months 
to see it all. 

It bouses two of the world’s 
best-known collections: Ob- 
jects from the tomb of Phar- 
aoh Tutankhamun, and the 
mummies of Rainses II and 
25 other members of ancient 
Egyptian royalty. 

The late President Anwar 
Sadat had the mammies re- 
moved from permanent pub- 
lic display in 1980 our of 
respect for the dignity of the 
dead, but at least some would 
be returned to view in a new 
museum. 

Officials dosed the Egyp-, 
tian Museum during the Gulf 
crisis, for security reasons 
and because there were no 
tourists in Cairo anyway. 

When tourism is normal, 
up to 6,000 people are inside 


at once, making it difficult to 
see anything, especially the 
solid gold objects from Tut’s 
tomb. 

In the new museum. Hosni 
said, the idea is to “show 
some things well” rather than 
everything badly. 

Early response to the fund- 
raising effort has been posi- 
tive. Hosni said, and the ear- 
liest came from Japan. He 
said Japanese interests had 
expressed willingness to build 
a display area for the Tutank- 
hamun collection. 

’This is the kind of project 
that everybody is going to 
want to be a part of. ” he said. 
“This is not a luxury. This is a 
must . " 

.Bakr, the antiquities chair-, 
man, said the museum “is„a 
major step in the right direc- 
tion ” toward saving many of- 
Egypt’s endangered trea- 
sures. 

Egypt, while part of the 


Ottoman Empire, built its 
first museum for antiquities 
in ISOj. Until then, objects 
from the rich past were stock- 
piled for presentation as gifts 
to visiting dignitaries. 

In 1S55. the country's en- 
tire antiquities collection was 
given to Archduke Maximi- 
lian of Austria. 

/luguste Marie: ie. the 
French archaeologist who 
founded the Egyptian Anti- 
quities Department in 1858. 
ended the practice. When 
Empress Eugenie of France 
came to inaugurate the Suez 
Canal in 1869, Mariette re- 
jected her demand to take 
home the best of the new 
collection. 

... Since the current museum- 
opened, the collection has 
grown far tooiarge for dis- 
play. Most objects are kept in. 
warehouses, few are cata- 
logued and each archaeolo- 
gical season brings more. 


Mozart — loved in 
his lifetime , adored 
by posterity 


Fido Dido out to conquer the world I JflH 


By Pbillippa Neave 

NEW YORK — A doodle. 
Fifteen lines scrawled on the 
back of a napkin one night in 
a New York cafe. That’s all it 
took to begin the legend of 
Fido Dido, a funny little guy 
with a triangular face, an 
enigmatic look and hair 
standing on end. 

Little did be know that 
night as he came to life under 
the pen of chronic doodler 
Susan Rose, that gawky and 
unassuming though he was, 
in a very short time he would 
be touring the world, a star in 
his own right. 

Rose , now 37, and her 
long-time friend Joanna Fer- 
rone who was with her that 
evening , realised that there 
was something special in the 
little face on the corner of the 
■napkin. Five years down the 
road, Fido has become the 
star of a major international 
advertising campaign for 7UP 
soft drinks, and is featured on 
thousands of products — 
from pencil cases to coffee 
■ cups , clothes to hairdryers.- 
• watches, and bed linen — in 
54 countries. “The popularity 
of Fido was very gratifying, 
but it was a surprise, " says 
40-year-old Ferrone, “it was 
very, spontaneous. There was 
something in Susan’s drawing 
that people could really re- 
late to ... and identify with.” 

Soon after the birth of Fido 
Dido in 1985, Rose gave up a 
successful career as art direc- 
tor with J. Waiter Thompson, 
a major international adver- 
tising agency, and Ferrone 
took time away from her own 
business managing a stock 
photo agency to spend more 
time on Fido Dido. They 
started putting Fido’s endear- 
ing free on T-shirts, staying 
up all night to keep up with 
the demand that grew as soon 


as the first one was printed. 
A trend-setting boutique in 
New York’s hip Greenwich 
Village was the launching pad 
for Fido who has since been 
sold by Many’s department 
store in New York, Harrods 
of London and Japan ' s exclu- 
sive Seibu store in Tokyo. 

Under Rose’s tireless pen, 
Fido Dido’s face grew a body 
and a whole family of friends 
based on the same original 
graphic. The two women set 
up Fido Dido, Inc. (pro- 
nounced Fie-do Dee-do) as 
equal partners and began to 
dedicate most of their time to 
the cartoon character and his 
future. Fido has now become 
one of the most promising 
stars of United Media, the 
licensing company .that also 
manages mega stars Garfield 
and Charlie Brown, and 
Snoopy and Co. of Peanuts. 

“I knew we were on some 
sort of path, and I knew it 
was going ro expand, ” recalls 
Ferrone of the early days. 
“With sales of Fido Dido 
merchandise produced by 
over 150 licensees around the 
globe (including Hasbro . 
America’s largest maker of 
traditional toys and games, 
which recently introduced the 
Fido Dido doll at the Toy 
Fair in New York City), and 
sales expected to top 5100 
million this year. Femme’s 
instinct proved more than 
correct. 

Part of Fido Dido’s success 
resides in the philosophy he 
and his five closest compan- 
ion embody. “There are a lot 
of messages we’cTlike Fido to 
convey,” says Rose , “mes- 
sages like , it’s OK- to be 
yourself . you should do 
things the way you think they 
should be done. But there are 
rules, like kindness: You 
can’t do what you want to do 
if it’s going to hurt some- 


body. ” Although Fido is des- 
tined to appeal to an audi- 
ence of teens and pre-teens, 
he is already appreciated by 
other age groups and has 
been dubbed a “cartoon with 
a conscience.” Adds Fer- 
rone: “In the world of chil- 
dren’s entertainment there is 
a lot of super-hero approach 
... I thin k we are pretty uni- 
que right now. I can’t think of 
another thing that says you 
don’r have to be the 
strongest, tallest, and bravest 
to be a good person." 

In the minds of their 
creator, Fido is the voice of a 
new kind of ethic, the “kin- 
der, gentler world” some 
leaders have been talking ab- 
out. “I know it sounds like a 
bit of a joke right now and I 
know it sounds idealistic 
says Rose, “ but this is what I 
really would like to believe: 
That the 1990s are going to 
be kinder. We are going 
through an awful lot right 
now as we enter the decade in 
war, with AIDS and other 
horrible things, but I think 
people are going to have to 
■learn to be kinder to each 
other. ” 

Both women point out thaf 
much of the cartoon humour 
that is being fed to children is 
based on violence. Says Fer- 
rone: “All the violent action- 
packed cartoons are adults’ 
conceptions of what kids 
want.” There is no violence 
in the adventures of imp-like 
Fido Dido and his friends; 
Fido Doodles , an eternal en- 
thusiast who takes up every 
worthy cause; F.D., a brainy 
aspiring junior executive; 
Fieb’s Fido, the dog; and 
Doody, a wise , out-of-work 
down, among others. “They 
are all different, they are all 
worthwhile and all have 
something to- offer,”— adds. 
Ferrone. Each of the charac- 


ters are variations of the Fido 
Dido personality: honest, 
open, accessible. 

The Fido Dido philosophy 
is set out in the “ Fido Cre- 
do”, 10 simple lines: “ Fido is 
for Fido: Fido is against no- 
one; Fido is youth ; Fido has 
no age; Fido sees everything; 
Fido judges nothing; Fido is 
innocent ; Fido is powerful; 
Fido comes from the past; 
Fido is the future.” One of 
the key ideas is that there is a 
little bit of Fido in every- 
body. 

Says Rose: “In this world 
of super-heros and Ninja 
fighters, Fido’s message is so 
much more positive, so much 
calmer. It is often hard to be 
funny when you ’re bong kind, 
and positive. People are used 
ro laughing at others getting 
hit over the head. ” Neverthe- 
less , the two partners do not 
seem to be short of funny 
ideas. Fido Dido recently 
jumped off the page and on 
to the TV screen in a series of 
over 120 skits lasting a few 
seconds. Known as “bum- 
pers”, the skits are used to 
separate commercials from 
the cartoons shown on CBS 
Television on Sktturd ay morn- 
ings in the U.S.. 

At the same time Fido 
continues to grow under his 
own impetus as successful 
product fines carrying the 
Fido image expand. Every 
three months,' some 1^00 
new products pass through 
the hands of Rose and Fer- 
rone, submitted or requested 
by licensees all over the 
world. The partners keep 
dose control of the style, 
type and qualify of the 5,000 
or so Fido Dido products on 
the world market While al- 
ways vetting the “Fido-ness” 
of a product, they also have 
..considerable inpu t in its de- 
sign and the choice of mate- 
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rials. Adds Ferrone: “We 
have always been interested 
in design, fashion and style. ” 

Although the company has 
spent close to half a million 
dollars to register copyright 
and trademarks all over the 
world, copies, or “ knock- 
offs ” as they are known in the 
.trade have mushroomed, in 
particular in Asia. “ The best 
protection against knock-offs 
is to have good licensees who 
make good, quality products 
that are so much more desir- 
able than cheap knock-offs, ” 
Ferrone argues. 

These days Rose has two 
drawing assistants to help 
cope with the deluge of re- 
quests and Ferrone’s brother 
William has joined the com- 
pany overseeing relations 
with licensees and marketing. 
In all six people work full 
time in the large, bright Man- 
hattan loft that has become 
Fido Dido’s headquarters. A 
couple of dogs, including Fer- 
rone’s small white and brown 


mutt jump around in the mid- 
dle of frenzied activity. Tall 
and erect when Rose seems 
small and made of bouncy 
rubber. Ferrone attends to 
the whirl of business w ith 
calm. “We thrive on it." she 
says of the hectic pace. "I 
would go crazy if I didn’t 
have a whole bunch of things 
to do; it’s so much fun.” 

Fido is poised to embark 
on another big adventure as 
Rose and Ferrone discuss 
plans w ith CBS for a 30- 
minute cartoon series for 
television. 

True to himself, Fido Dido 
seems to have done things his 
own way. While most charac- 
ters begin their careers in a 
comic strip and later take off 
commercially to feature on 
everything from coffee mug s 
to bedroom slippers, he has 
done it the other way around. 
“It is very fitting,” explains 
Ferrone. " Because Fido nev- 
er takes the typical route “ 
•—World News Link. 


By Robert Barr 

Trc Arsfi Press 
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Mozart died on Dec. 5. 1"°/. 
the com/* 'mt Johann Fried- 
rich Rcichnrdt complained 
about “the inordinate fuss 
about Mozart. ” 

What would Reichardt 
think now? For Moran's 
reputation. living forever was 
the best revenge. 

Mozart has extravagant ly 
praised as a child'. 1 :\fid hailed 
as an immortal whet) he died: 
He wrote in every musical t 
genre, and by thence of I.V ' 
had written concertos, sym- 
phonies. sonatas and 
operettas. In 1771. he be- 
came concertmuster to the 
Archbishop of Salzburg, and 
in 1787 became Joseph IPs 
court composer. 

Mozart's death at age 35, 
the tales of the dark stranger 
who commissioned the re- 
quiem and the burial in an 
unmarked grave added 
romantic luster to a legend 
securely founded on more 
than e>UO compositions. 

* “His body has gone from 
us, his soul has soared up- 
wards to higher harmonies, 
and for our comfort he leaves 
the beautiful products ot his 
mind, ” said a German news- 
paper report of his death. 

When the Austrian com- 
poser was six years old. and 
already performing in public. 
Count Von Colluto distri- 
buted a poetic tribute at a 
concert in Vienna; 

"Child, worthy our regard, 
whose ready skill wv praise. 

“Who small m stature, like 
the greatest plays. 

"For thee the art of sound 
will hold no pain 

" Full soon will thou to 
mastery attain. ” 

Franz Joseph Haydn, hear- 
ing three new string quartets 
by his former pupil in 1785. 
told Leopold Mozart: "Be- 
fore God and as an honest 
man. I tell you that your son 
is the greatest composer 
known to me whether in per- 
son or by name. " 

Succeeding generations 
ha\ e given Mozart no higher 
compliment, but have repe- 
ated such praise in endless 
variations. 

Asked who was the 
greatest composer, the con- 
ductor Werner Klemperer 
said it was Bach, or perhaps 
Beethoven. Not Mozart ? 
"Oh. I thought you meant 
apart from Mozart, of 
course,” Klemperer replied. 

Richard Wagner called 
Mozart "music's genius ot 
light and love. " Robert Schu- 
mann found •‘Grecian light- 
ness and grace ” in Mozarts 
G. Minor Svmphonv (no. 
40). 

Woody Allen, in the film 
Manhattan, cited Mozart's 
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VViHu/v Allen />/.:: v fhoui ,! :; 
Mozart secured /»> grear/re.v. 
in the opera Don (.innanm 

In Either-Or. Kicikcga.nd 
became downright * merit- 
ing : "Immortal Mozart. 
Thou, to whom 1 owe cxery- 
thing, ro whom I owe the tow 
of my reason, the wonder 
that caused my m»u! to trem- 
ble. the fear that gripped my 
inmost being. Thou, to whom 
1 owe if that I did not pass 
through life without tuning 
been stirred by something ” 

Other listeners have other 
heroes, but only Mozart js 
adored as the transcendant 
genius, the next step in evolu- 
tion. A radio station announ- 
cer in New > » >r< used to 
describe Mozar: simply as 
"E.T.” — the extra-terrest- 
rial. 

Peter Shaffer, who did so 
much to popularise M*vart in 
our time with his play 
Amadeus, put this in the' 
mouth of Mozart's rival. 
Salieri: "God needed Mozart 
to let himself inlit the world. " 

In a short Nh'-k ai*out (he 
composer, the German 
theologian Karl Barth play 
fully suggested that the 
angels used Bach’s music to 
praise God. but to amuse 
themselves they played 
Mozart. 

Mozart's music is bright 
and pleasant, a sate and 
ptipular choice fin radio 
programming. It is music as 
light as his variations on the 
tune to T winkle. Twinkle Lit- 
tle Star, and as fantastic and 
profound as the climax of 
Doji Giovanni. 

George BemarJ Shaw said 
his tastes were elevated early 
in life by a performance of 
The Magic Flute. 

In our own time, how 
many people w ere converted 
by an encounter with a 
dreamy example of Mozart in 
the film Elvira Mulligan, and 
then bought Geza And.i’s re- 
cording of the whole pi a no 
concerto.' 

Who couldn't led the pow- 
er of ihat cn*trmous, d, ; >- 
sonant chord from Dor. 
Giovanni, and the pv'ignancy 
of the Requiem in the sound 
track of Amadeus’.' 

H.C. Robbins LanJon, in 
17dJ; Mozart’s Last ’tear, 
suggests that Moran's emo- 
tional openness made h:.r. 
greater than Hay Jn, his out- 
standing contemporary . 
Mozart ” invites us to share 
his emotional world, he takes 
us by the hand, as i r were, 
and leads us. ultimately re- 
quiring us to follow wherever 
he goes," Robbins Landor. 
said. 
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Gossip till you drop 

flni tKoi ifc/lwt IwfpuuA? 


By Malta AddasS 

Did you ever wonder what invisible force keeps certain 
people’s ears glued to the telephone? Or where lies the 
mysterious, inexhaustible source of words that keep 
flowing from one person's mouth into another person’s 
head non-stop for hours on end? 

It is none other than gossip , and it is usually the " bad . ” 
scandalous pieces of news that are considered die juicy 
conversation starters. Of course there is always a person on 
whom the scandal is about and which has to be discussed in 
explicit detail before everyone is sated enough to go to 
sleep. 

Gossip has become an "art” many people proud to be 
professionals at it. Many people who may have smelled a 
rumour know who to call to get all the details. Indeed, 
people have single-handedly manoeuvred situations so that 
they are more interesting than most television programmes 
so that they have fun shredding people to pieces gossiping 
about diem. But that is besides the point. 

It goes without saying that anything triggers gossip. You 
could look at somebody in a wrong way and that glance 
could congest the phone Unes with comments like. “ Did 
you see how Sally looked at Cindy?" 

“If looks could kill Cindy would be dead by now." 

The non-suspecting person does not usually realise that 
come sunrise, everyone this side of heaven would have 
known about that glance. 

Sally may even not be aware she stared at Cindy like she 
did. She could have had a bad day or she could have been 
in a terrible mood for some other reason , but come 
morning word is out that Sally is “ soooo jealous ” of Cindy. 
That fact is finalised, the gossiping clan have decided that 
must be it and there is no changing that fact. 

By noon -time the next day two teams have been formed. 
People who back Sally and people who back Cindy. Of 
course Sally and Cindy have no clue this is going on. They 
just each hear stray comments like. I just want you to 
know. I’m on your side." 

Two days after that, when the story has been so 
distorted, a leak trickles to Cindy and Sally. Just like the 
Chinese telephone game, the story reaches both Cindy and 
Sally in such a way that each one thinks that the other has 
been talking about her behind her back. 

A confrontation is now inevitable. Each one feels she has 
been backstabbed. Now Cindy understands the reason 
behind that vicious look she got from Sally , or she thinks 
she does. Arms akimbo Cindy faces Sally. By now news 
had already reached all the co-workers and they materialise 
at the confrontation scene ready to cheer each side. 

Push comes to shove, things blow right out of proportion 
and now Cindy and Salfy really don't talk to each other. 

It is a bey-day for the gossipers. Now they have more fuel 
for their stories. Their conversations have more substance. 
They are longer and more “worthwhile.” 

The next step is simple. Those who initiated the gossip in 
the first place feel in their heart of hearts that they must let 
Sally and Cindy become friends again and they provide the 
correct conditions to put things right again. Cindy and Sally 



start to talk again but things are never the same between 
them . 

Eventually the story becomes old news. The gossiper 
mentally tiles the story for future reference, in case be or 
she wants to start another rumour or gossip story about 
these two later in life, and that gossiper then proceeds to 
the next victim. 

It is not just gossip that grabs the spotlight , it is mostly 
the bad news and the telephone, of course, is the fastest 
way for spreading it. You bear about somebody losing a job 
and that is bow you know that that person bad found work. 
The last you had heard about him he was having an 
excruciating time job-hunting. 

I wonder what Graham Bell would have said regarding 
the abuse of his invention. Could his reaction be “I regret 
to inform you ladies and gentlemen that you have used the 
telephone well so I have come back to claim my invention. 
I want it back. Starting tomorrow there will no longer be 
any telephones." 

The telephone is the number one instrument for spread- 
ing gossip and some people have obtained two lines at 
home so that they can catch up on all possible scoops of 
news in the vicinity. What did these people do before the' 
phone? Why can't people spread the good news at the same 
rate they spread the bad ones? Scratch that. Why can't 
people be as dedicated to their work like they are dedicated 
to researching a rumour? 

We can ask the question why until doomsday . but no 
matter bow long we whine, gossiping, has become a hobby 
and pastime for some people and a passion for others^ The 
premonition is that gossip is here to stay. 

Perhaps gossip’s appeal is that it beats reading a book 
because the protagonists are real. 
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Thursday, April 25 

1920 — Supreme ' allied 
command assigns mandates 
of Mesopotamia and Pales- 
tine to Britain, and of Syria 
and Lebanon to France; Po- 
land launches offensive 
against Soviets in the 
Ukraine. 

1945 — Delegates of 45 
nations meet in San Francis- 
co. California, to organise 
United Nations. 

1971 — Soviet space ship 
lands safely after docking 
with an orbiting space labora- 
tory. 

1978 — South Africa says it 
has accepted a Western plan 
aimed at preparing South- 
West Africa for independ- 
ence under black majority 
rule. 

1986 — Rioting breaks out 
across Soweto . South Afri- 
ca’s largest black township, 
following policy block of 
youths protesting arrest of 15 
students. 

1987 — Sri Lanka military 
carries out two-pronged 
offensive against Tamil re- 
bels . 

1988 — Afghanistan 
President NajibuIlSh offers to 
withdraw Afghan army from 
posts near Pakistan's bor- 
ders. 

1989 — Japan's Prime 
Minister Noburu Takeshha , 
rapidly losing popularity 
amid influence-peddling 
scandal, says he plans to res- 
ign. 

1990 — Nicaraguan Presi- 
dent Violeta Barrio de Cha- 
morro inaugurated amid up- 
roar over decision to let San- 
dinistas keep contra/ of army 
and security police. 

Friday, April 26 

1532 — Suleiman I, Sultan 
of Turkey, invades Hungary 
and advances toward Vienna. 

1798 — France declares 
war on Maria Theresa of 
Austria. 

1807 — Russia and Prussia 
form alliance to drive France 
out of German states. 

1828 — Russia declares 
war on Turkey. 


1860 — Spain and Morocco 
sign peace agreement 

1872 — GvQ war breaks 
out in Spain. 

1885 — Britain occupies 
Port Hamilton , Korea. 

1886 — Major powers send 
ultimatum to Greece to halt 
support for revolution in 
Eastern Rumeha. 

1954 — United Nations 
powers meet at Geneva on 
Korea and Indochina prob- 
lems during which they insist 
on free elections in Korea. 

1962 — First international 
satellite is launched from 
Cape Canaveral, Florida — a 
U.S. -British venture. 

1964 — African nations of 
Tanganyika and Zanzibar 
merge to form country of 
Tanzania. 

1966 — Sidewinder missile, 
launched by U.S. jet plane, 
shoots down first Communist 
MiG-21 of Vietnam War. 

1971 — White House Com- 
mission recommends that 
China be brought into United 
Nations, with Nationalist 
China retaining its mem- 
bership. 

1988 — Israeli troops and 
Arab commandos from Leba- 
non dash in rocky terrain 
along Israd’s northern bor- 
der. 

1989 — Chinese students 
plan march to central Peking 
to protest government state- 
ments condemning their cam- 
paign for democracy. 

1990 — Leftist Colombian 
presidential candidate , Car- 
los Pizarro, assassinated 
aboard Colombian airliner. 
Drug cartel daims and later 
denies responsibility. 

Saturday, April 27 


1909 — Young Turks de- 
pose Sultan Abdul Hamid , 
who is succeeded by Moham- 
mad V. 

1910 — Louis Botha and 
James Hertzog found -South 
African Party. 

1938 — Greece and Turkey 
sign treaty of friendship. 

■ 1941 — Athens fats to 
German invaders after 180 
days of Greek resistance in 
World War H. 


• 1950 — Communist Party 
is outlawed in Australia; Bri- 
tain recognises Israel. 

1960 — Syugman Rhcc res- 
igns as president of South 
Korea; Togo becomes inde- 
pendent republic. 

1972 — U.S. Apollo 16 
spacecraft and its tb^ astro- 
nauts make safe landing in 
PadBc. 

Sunday, April 28 

1503 — Spanish destroy 
French Beet. at Cerignola, 
SkUy. 

1521 — Holy Roman 
Emperor Chjrales V grants his 
brother. Archduke Ferdi- 
nand, the Hapsburg posses- 
sions in Lower Austria, 
Carinthia, Styria and Cari- 
nola. 

1655 — English fleet des- 
troys 1 pirate Beet of Bey of 
Tunis and released prisoners 
in Algiers; Protestants in 
Vaudois district of Savoy are 
massacred. 

1789 — Mutinous crew of 
British ship Bounty sets Cap- 
tain William Bligh and 18 
sailors adrift in la unch -in 
South Pacific. 

1876 — Britain's Queen 
Victoria declared empress of 
India. 

1910 — Albanian revolt is 
suppressed by Turkish army. 

1936 — King Farouk 
ascends to throne in Egypt; 
Arab High Command is 
formed to unite Arabs 
against Jewish claims. 

1945 — Italy's dictator Be- 
nito Mussolini and bis mis- 
tress are executed by parti- 
sans in World War 27. 

1954 — Premiers of India, 
Pakistan, Burma, Indonesia 
and Ceylon confer at Col- 
ombo; India signs commer- 
cial and cultural agreement 
with China. 

1968 — Tokyo poUce res- 
tore order after 5,000 people 
demonstrate for return of 
Okinawa to Japan , and an 
mid to Vi etnam War. 

1969 — Charles de Gaul/e 
resigns as president of 
France. 

1976 — India's supreme 
court upholds right of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi’s gov- 


ernment to imprison political 
opponents without court 
hearing. 

1978 — Leaders of military 
coup in Afghanistan disclose 
that President Mohammad 
Daoud and several senior 
members of his government 
were killed when they re- 
sisted the takeover. 

1986 — Soviet government 
reports nuclear accident at 
Chernobyl power plant and 
says those “ affected ” are 
being given aid. 

1988 — Soviet-backed 
Afghan troops shell border 
areas and kW about 15 Pakis- 
tanis. 

1989 — Students in South 
Korea tight police after au- 
thorities ban march to North 
Korean border. 

1990 — Thousands of 
South Korean workers battle 
riot police to protest police 
asttack that crushed a three- 
day strike at world's largest 
shipyard. 

Monday, April 29 

1918 — Germany’s main 
offensive on western front in 
World War I ends. 

1928 — British ultimatum 
forces Egypt to provide free- 
dom of public meetings. 

1946 — Anglo-U.S. Com- 
mittee advises against parti- 
tion of Palestine; former 
Japanese leaders are indicted 
in Tokyo as war criminals. 

1965 — Australia decides 
to send troops to South 
Vietnam. 

1975 — U.S. task force 
evacuates foreigners and 
Vietnamese by helicopter 
from Saigon. 

1986 — Some Western ex- 
perts say mishap at Cher- 
nobyl nuclear power plant in 
Soviet Union could be worst 
civilian nuclear accident ever. 

1989 — Police arrest about 
2,200 workers and students in 
South Korea to try to block 
labour rally. 

' 1990 — Wrecking cranes 
tear down the section of the 
Berlin Wall surrounding the 
Brandenburg Gate, the wall's 
most famous section. 

By The Associated Press 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 




Thursday, April 25 

830 Day By Day 
Life At A Glance 

9:10 Black Forest Clinic 
A New Arrival 

10:00 News in English 
10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Friday, April 26 

830 Night Court 
9:10 Shakespeare 
10:00 News in English 

10:20 Bergerac 

The Company You Keep 
Although Angela is mar- 
ried to a rich man she is 
always broken. So she resorts 
to stealing. 

Saturday, April 27 

8 -30 No Job For A Lady 
Take A Copy 
Gene Jays a band on a copy 
of a proposed Tory legisla- 
tion on health and instantly 
raises the issue in the House 
of Commons. 

9:00 . Encounter 
10.-00 News in English 

10:20 Feature Film 

Sadie And Son 

Starring: Debbie Reynolds 
and Brian McNamara 

Sadie retires from the 
police force, but remains a 
dedicated anti-crime vigilante 
of the neighbourhood with a 
little help from her son. 


Ethan tries to stop him , die 
rancher hires a killer. 

Monday, April 29 

830 Empty Nest 

Dr. West is finally con- 
vinced that be should travel 
abroad to rest his mind from 
work. And when he does he 
Bods there other worries 
waiting for him. 

9:10 Inside Story 

Paula is having trouble 
with Mr. Green in running 
the paper, so she decides to 
prove herself in solving the 
case of the murdered British 
politician — John is ■ im- 
pressed. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Derrick 

Everyone is responsible for 
his own actions... no matter 
what or how Jong. 

Tuesday, April 30 

8:30 Charles In Charge 

Charles' aunt is running a 
carwash and although she is 
lousy manager the carwash- 
stands on its feet with a little 
help from her employees. 

9:10 Costeau 

Land Of The Living Totems 

This time Costeau takes us 
to the islands spread out west 
of Canada and U.S. in the 
Pacific Ocean. We get to 
know something about its 
people and natural resources. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 French Feature Film 

Wednesday, May f 


Sunday, April 23 8;3 q After 


8:30 Mother And Son 

The Promotion 

Arthur wants to move out 
and take his reluctant mother 
with him and when he turns 
to bis brother for help , the 
whole plan gets foiled. 

9:10 AB Our Children 

Fighting For Health 

Children 's illness cases 
from (Efferent countries are 
discussed in terms of causes 
and cure, with an ironic com- 
parison between rich and 
'poor countries. 

10:00 News in English 

1030 Paradise 

A Matter Of Honour 
A rich greedy rancher 
wants to use force to intimi- 
date his neighbours and when 


Out On A Limb 
Grandmother breaks her 
"leg and consequently life in 
the house is disrupted includ- 
ing Sara’s social life. 

9:10 Our House 

Family Secrets 
David comes across some 
children's stories his grand- 
father bad written a long time 
ago. David decides to publish 
them to please his grand- 
father. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Behaving Badly 
Home Fires 

Mark’s ex-wife accepts an 
invitation from her ex- 
mother-in-law to move in the 
bouse again. It turns out to 
be an invitation for trouble. 




A 
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A scum from Derrick on JTV Channel 2 
Monday at 10:20 . ' 


Verbosity 





mm 



ByB. Yaghi 

The stem magistrate sanctimoniously perched over his 
court savouring his fuming fury. With raj**! busby brows, 
he said in the iciest voice he could find , Veil now, you 
despicable thing, do you plead guilty or innocent to your 
crime? And to the noisy spectators be roared, silence in 

die courtroom !” „ 

The criminal, limp, haggard , and very guilty looking, 
stammered, “wed, sir, your lordship, I.. I.. I, plead 
innocent l” He stood before his mighty superior, shaking 
and trem bling in his very shoes. He dare not look up into 
the frightening face of his sage so be confined his gaze to 

die floor. " _ , . „ 

“Hal" the dour judge said cynically. You claim yourself 
i nn ocent. Why, you’re guilty as sin!" As he spoke, fire sbof 
out of his nose, cooled only by the glacier in bis voice. 

In this forsaken courtroom . there was no lawyer to 
defend the sinful looking accused or shout in protest, 
“Your honour I object!” Instead, there was only a wave of 
snickering which circulated throughout the padded cham- 
ber of law. 

Holding up his incriminating evidence, the judge dogma- 
tically flapped a wad of papers in the stagnant mouldy air. 
“Here’s enough proof to hang you I Either you repent and 
cease your violations or else we’ll find means to deal with 
you effectively. And you call yourself a writer/ Ha!” 

“No your honour, I mean, yes, I do, your worship. I 
promise ril try to be good!” cried the crestfallen writer who 
still shook in his shabby shoes. 

‘Try isn’t good enough! Your meagre art rambles on and 
on. It is the policy of our publication to save space, so 
either you abridge your words or we’D make our own cuts/ 
the judge said as douds of smoke rose in the icy room. 

“But your graciousness, sir, ” the stupefied writer said in 
a faltering high-pitched nervous voice, “my words are 
important, bow can I condense my thoughts when every 
phrase, every sentence is precious and necessary for my 
story?” He Bdgeted and shifted his weight from one leg to 
the other as he smoked his pencil and still kept his watery 
eyes glued to his feet. 

His honour leaned over his pulpit with purple eyes and 
said in a chilled voice, “words are easy to snip. If you can't 
find a way to condense them then you'll pay the price!” 

“But your honour ; sir, your pages are full of wordy 
writers some of whom write huge pieces equivalent to 
novelettes. Some of your writers are imported while I'm a 
local writer, home grown , so to speak. Surely donating 
space to such as me must be more pertinent than foreign 
intransigents/” 

“Silence! Dare you question me? You were told from the 
beginning that you are forbidden to trespass into that 
Never Never No Man’s Land. Certain space is reserved for 
an elite corps of writers whose league is prohibited to such 
as you. We have already ordered the death sentence for 
some of your stories. We will not hesitate to surgically 
remove all words we deem either unfit or unnecessary! If 
you wander about under the disguise of writer, then 
condensing your thoughts and Thirds should be a breeze, ” 
the judge declared as Barnes of black and blue fire yet 
jetted out of his nose and icicles formed oh the bottom of 
bis chin. He took his mallet a&rf pounded his perch with \ 
great vigour, proclaiming, iC The verdict for verbosity is 1 
guilty! However, your sentence is suspended and you ate to 
report frequently to my chambers to see how you’re writing 
along. Any more infringements will be considered gross 
violation of the code of our publication. Always remember 
those stories of yours which we sent to the writer's morgue 
and the writer’s cemetery after we hacked them up in the 
shredding machine or smoked your words, away in home- 
made dgarattes or lit bonfires with them and roasted 
m arc hm ellows over them. You are dismissed! Court is now 
adjourned.” And the judge disappeared in a cloud of 
smoke. 

So, the guilty, despicable writer slunk out of the court 
amidst the sneers and jeers of the spectators . The jury was 
out to lunch so therefore did not participate in the court’s 
decision. 

At the same time the judge’s mallet had hammered down 
his verdict, it seemed to wench a piece of wood in the 
writer’s mind known to some fretful moulders of words as 
that dreaded contagious syndrome called "‘writer’s block.” 

Dejected, rejected, sad and misled , the vicious redun- 
dant criminal slithered home to his den where in confusion 
he would yet again try to delve into that bottomless well 
that is said to exist in his disoriented mind writing short, 
short, short stories as he endeavours to please his judge bis 
jury and his readers with the horrible thought that bis worst 
fears could manifest and he would face the haneman’s 
noose. ^ 

Although his pride was singed by his magistrate’s fiery 
^ bopes VFTcfrozen by that cold north wind ! 

that blew forth out of his lordship’s frosty breath the 
accused has vowed to rehabilitate himself or else he must ' 
be reconciled to join a dub known as ""wordy writers 
anonymous." J 

rae diflSdenf nngif yet be sitting into the deep of night \ 
scrmchmghis head, dying to compose pictures of words i 
Parted from the fruits of Ms thoughts which blossom out of 
the Bowms planted in his heart. Clouds of phrases circulate 
m the cobwebs of his mind as by a dim candle he Duts forth 

fie/y judge and his now muted truant jury who are OT Qt/ ,- 
unavailable for comment. In his hand heforeve/S^SJ 
torch ofnncem trying to cross the channel o f SmSEks 
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Opera’s superstar tenors looking for challenges 


By Mary Campbell 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Opera's two 
superstar tenors. Luciano 
Pavarotti and Placido 
Domingo, are putting their 
voices to a challenge, singing 
heavier roles than they nor- 
mally do. 

Pavarotti admits he’s 
schred ; Domingo declines to 
talk about it. 

Pavarotti is appeared in the 
title role of Verdi's Otello in 
concert in Sir Georg Solti's 
final appearances as music 
director of the Chicago Sym- 
phony. 

Domingo took the title role 
when the Metropolitan Oper- 
a's new production of Wag- 
ner's Parsifal - opened on 
March 14, his first Parsifal 
anywhere. 

The parts are among oper- 
a's most wearing for tenors. 

Anyone who has cheered 
himself hoarse at a sports 
event knows what can hap- 
pen when a voice is pushed to 
too much volume. Do it too 
often and permanent damage 
can result. Operatic tenors 


whose superstar status de- 
pends oridulcet tones have to 
be even more careful about 
straining their voices. 

American tenor Richard 
Tucker sang right up until his 
death at age 61 and sounded 
wonderful. He attributed it to 
knowing what operatic roles 
suited his voice and sticking 
to them. 

Pavarotti, 55. and 
Domingo , 50, are deliberate- 
ly not taking the safer road 
followed by Tucker. 

Pavarotti said he had been 
offered Otello for 10 years. 
“J always say it's too heavy. I 
think it is too heavy, too. Will 
I hurt my voice? That's is the 
worry that's there. Honestly 
speaking. I think that's my 
worry. " he said. 

“But now we make a 
celebration of Maestro good- 
bye to this wonderful orches- 
tra in Chicago. It is going to 
be recorded live by Decca. 
That's the reason why we are 
doing it." 

Sir Georg says he doesn't 
expect Pavarotti’s voice to be 
harmed by singing Otello. 
“'He has absolutely no vocal 



gjMcbmo Pavarotti 

problems. I think it will be all 
right. He can sing it." Solti 
said. 

Domingo turned down re- 


quests to talk about his role 
as Parsifal, saying he was too 
busy. 

Pavarotti started as a Ivric 


tenor, his voice high, clear, 
flexible and sweet. He was 
perfectly cast opposite Joan 
Sutherland in bel canto oper- 
as where the sound of the 
high, brilliant arias was more 
important than the story. 

Domingo began with a 
heavier voice , one able to 
sing operas with a larger, 
louder orchestra and still be 
heard as beautifully musical 
rather than bellowing. He 
became a star in New York at 
25 when be sang the title role 
in Ginastera's dramatic Don 
Rodrigo. He was immediate- 
ly hired by the Hamburg 
Opera, where Rolf Lieber- 
mann cast him in lighter 
roles, fearing a steady diet of 
Don Rodrigo would ruin 
him. 

. Voices usually darken as 
the singer gets older and they 
usually get heavier and stron- 
ger. better able to sustain big 
roles in very long operas. 

But tempting offers to sing 
heavier roles in prestigious 
places often come before the 
voice is ready. 

Pavarotti and Domingo, 
however . have taken chances 


The dream of a European film centre 
Babeisberg Studios seek new assignments 


By Herbert Heinzelmann 

BERLIN — On the first New 
Year's Eve in a reunited Ger- 
many , German Television 
transmitted a benefit prog- 
ramme in which an unusually 
large number of prominent 
persons made their appear- 
ance. They were stars from 
television and screen. Even 
Marlene Dietrich, whose 
legendary rise to internation- 
al stardom began once upon a 
iiine in the film Blue Angel, 
phoned in from the * Paris 
hideaway where she is spend- 
ing her grand old age ^ She 
recalled her first internation- 
al screen success which had 
been made 60 years ago 
where the TV cameras were 
now standing. And she made 
a declaration of love to the 
studio, the object of the be- 
nefit show: the DEFA Studio 
in Berlin-Babelsberg, the 
heir to the once famous Ger- 
man UFA Studio. 

The DEFA Studios, state 
production centre of the for- 
mer East German motion 
picture industry, is now faced 
with a survival crisis follow- 
ing the merging of the second 
German state with the Feder- 
al Republic. For cultural and 
economic reasons, however, 
the Federal Government in 
Bonn is interested in the stu- 
dios in Babeisberg. so 
steeped in tradition. 

According to a statement 
by Claus Beckmann, par- 
tiamentary undersecretary of 
state at the Federal Ministry 
of Economic Affairs, the 
creative potential for audio- 
visual production in Germany 
and Europe should be pre- 
served. Bonn is to initiatiy 
provide promotion funds to 
the tune of DM 3 million for, 
the production of six to seven 
feature films. 

DEFA was a product of 
the partition of Germany. As 
the “ German Film Corpora- 
tion.” it was granted a Soviet 
'licence to make films in May 
1946 and was thus the first 
newly-founded German film 
company after the war. The 
world-renowned UFA (Uni- 
versal Film-AGywas broken 
up because it bad allowed 
itself to be harnessed to 
Joseph Goebbels's propagan- 
da machinery during the 
Third Reich. Invidious films 
such as “Hitlerjunge Quex " 
(Hitler Youth Quex) were 
produced in the same studios 
as such famous German mo- 
tion picture masterpieces as 
u Das Kabinett Des Dr. Cali- 
gari,” (The Cabinet of Dr. 
Caligari), “ Der Golem ” or 
V Metropolis ” — ail of which 
helped the German film in-, 
dustry to acquire internation- 
al recognition. These studios 
were largely in ruins at the 
end of the war; the technical 
equipment bad been stolen or 
had just vanished. But work 



The fHm Blue Angel eame from the Babeisberg 
Studios near Berlin. With this international 
success, Marlene Dietrich (seen here with Emit 
Jannings in a scene from the Him), the German 


screen star, began her legendary career. Until 
unification, the former UFA studios were the 
production centre for DEFA, the GDE film 
company. 


soon recommenced in 
Babeisberg. Wolfgang 
Staudte produced the first 
post-war German film: "Die 
Morder Sind Unter Uns” 
(The Murderers Are Among 
Us). 

Even though DEFA bad to 
rebuild the technical infras- 
tructure for the production of 
motion pictures, it neverthe- 
less had studio space dating 
from UFA times at its dispos- 
al: Over 100 acres located 
amidst old Brandenberg 
pines and tum-of-the-century 
villas in Art Noveau style. 
New studios were added. As 
time passed, more than 
600,000 items were amassed 
by the props department. It is 
a studio complex which could 
easily stand comparison with 
Cinecitti in Rome or Pine- 
wood in London. In latter 
years, 2,450 persons were 
employed here; in the 
documentary department 
alone , there was a staff of 
some 900. 

Since 1953, DEFA has 
operated as a nationalised, 
enterprise (VEB); ys such it 
was an instrument serving the 
state objectives of the East 
German government. Film 
production was to serve the 
supreme goal of " the de- 
velopment of the foundations 
of socialism . ” The manner in 
which this was to be 
achieved, however, remained 
a fiercely controversial issue 
' to the GDR's cultural policy 
over a period of forty years . 
The initially prescribed style 
of “Socialist realism” turned 
out to be too open to inter- 
pretation. As in the case of 
art production, undulating 
movements are discernible in 
the film-making sector. 


Phases of strict state regimen- 
tation alternated with periods 
of greater liberality which 
were skilfully exploited by 
film directors to build in 
slight recalcitrant touches or 
satirical sideswipes at the 
system. 

When the SED regime 
finally “ abdicated ” in 1990. 
many an angry review of East 
German film productions 
tended to throw the baby out 
nitb the bathwater. One East 
German film critic main- 
tained that it bad been “a 
popular stamping ground for 
the ignorance and incom- 
petence of the system. ” As 
a matter of fact, however, 
DEFA produced quite a few 
respectable films which parti- 
cularly distinguished them- 
selves — ahead of many a 
West .German production 
— with their more convincing 
scripts. Writing under condi- 
tions subjected to censorship 
apparently gave style greater 
bite. 

The double-standards and 
two-facedness of the activity 
at DEFA are best illustrated 
by Kurt Maetrig, one of the 
founding, fathers of the 
Babeisberg Studios. He also 
created the East German 
newsreel “ Das Augenzeugc" 
(The Eye-Witness) which was 
intended to encourage the 
public to form its own opin- 
ion. It soon became dogma- 
tic , however , and was known 
as “Das Matschauge” (Black 
Eye) in the venacular. For a 
time , Maetrig was the prin- 
cipal of the College of Film 
and Television at Babeisberg, 

■ prominent cultural politician 
and the director of 20 feature 
films. These include bad 


Socialist-realist < concoctions 
such as the epic in two parts 
about Ernst Thalmann, the 
Communist Party leader, 
who was put to death in a 
concentration camp. 

Even so. despite such 
“ state-supporting ” produc- 
tions, Maetrig was one of the 
prominent victims of the sud- 
den change of climate in 
cultural policy in 1965. That 
year, at the 11th plenary ses- 
sion of the SED ; the “ mood 
of awakening,” which had 
been aroused among East 
German filmmakers, was 
scotched — following the 
20th Communist Party Con- 
ference in the Soviet Union 
and Khrushchev's settlement 
of accounts with Stalinism. 

It was Erich Honecker in 
person, the future chairman 
of the East, German Council 
of State — who often wrote 
as an amateur film critic (with 
disastrous official consequ- 
ences) in the party newspaper 
Neues jDeufsctiland — who 
called for an end to liberal 
DEFA film projects. 

* Now, following the demise 
of East Germany, the future 
looks gloomy for the produc- 
tion centre in Babeisberg — 
which wants to be something 
more than just a museum for 
UFA'S past glory. Operations 
are guaranteed until the 
spring of 1991; work is cur- 
rently going-on on eight pro- 
ductions and are being fi- 
nanced on tiie old basis of 
public subsidies. In the mean- 
time, the “Treuhandanstalt" 
— the agency set up by the 
united German government 
to transform the economy of 
the eastern part — is making 


every effort to privatise 
DEFA. The question is" 
whether it can tie retained as 
a studio complex, or wtiettier 
it should be sold to banks (its 
main attraction lies in its 
value as real estate). Creative 
artists in the old and new 
Bundeslander of the Federal 
Repubic of Germany support 
the preservation of DEFA — 
if only for reasons of tradi- 
tions — as not least shown by 
the television on New Year's 
Eve. West German comedian 
Loriot spontaneously trans- 
ferred production of his latest 
film to the DEFA studios. 
Otherwise, however, the de- 
mand for the studio capaci- 
ties is still not great enough. 
At best, efforts are being 
made to recruit cheap labour 
from among the confused 
DEFA workforce. If DEFA 
is to survive, it will have to be 
transformed into a free-en- 
terprise concern. At all 
events, it will have to “ slim 
down.” The closure of the 
full-operational studios and 
reducing it to its mere value 
in terms of capital, must not 
only be prevented because of 
the Babeisberg tradition. It 
should also be done in the 
interest of Berlin which could 
now, at long last, compete 
with the self-appointed 
“ media-capital of Munich.” 
In February 1990, Kurt 
Maetrig envisaged the future 
of DEFA as follows: “ Unity 
cannot be checked. It will 
result in the United States of 
Europe. Then Babeisberg 
could become the largest 
European film studio, the 
centre of the European mo- 
rion picture in dustry.” .No- 
thing more than a dream? — 
In Press. 


before . 

Pavarotti opened the Met 
season in 1976 as Manrico in 
II Trovatore amid dire pre- 
dictions that he was doing it 
too soon and that the strong 
Verdi role, concentrating on 
the deeper , lower end of his 
register , ' would roughen his 
bel canto sound. 

Domingo took on the title 
role of Otello in 1975 in 
Hamburg, Germany. That's 
Verdi's tieaviesf tenor role, 
requiring the voice and stami- 
na of a Wagnerian dramatic 
tenor. Most tenors who have 
sung it successfully have a 
baritone quality and some 
started their careers as bari- 
tones. Predictions abounded 
that Domingo was singing it 
too young and would ruin his 
voice. 

Domingo did worry about 
singing Otello. So. between 
his second and third appear- 
ances in that opera, he sche- 
duled the lighter role of 
Cavaradossi in Tosca, to test 
whether he was in vocal trou- 
ble. He had no difficulty that 
evening, at least with his 
voice — when he was brought 


out of the dungeon end 
thrown to the floor, tie hit his 
.nose and added a nosebleed 
to the fake blood on his shirt. 

In bis book, "my first 40 
years,” Domingo wrote that 
singing Otello “revealed to 
me a new way of singing that 
has made the rest of my 
repertoire much easier for 
me.” 

Pavarotti also bad taken 
Verdi roles and still sung bel 
canto. Wear and tear was- 
beginning to tie beard in his 
voice a couple of years ago. 
but in the current season he 
has sounded glorious. 

Domingo has continued to 
sing Otello, deepening his in- 
terpretation and retaining his 
vocal sheen. 

Pavarotti isn't turning to 
heavier roles permanently. 
He will sing bel canto in The 
Elixir Of Love at the Met 
next season. 

He says he could have 
made a career of only bel 
canto roles. 

“But I love Verdi very 
much,” he said. “I think a 
tenor of my voice should not 
stay without singing Un Ballo 



In Maschera now. La Trova- 
tore is very low written. It 
can be avoided. But there is a 
kind like Ballo that are indis- 
pensable for the lyric voice . / 
think they are the test to see 
who you are. " 

He said he wasn't as wor- 
ried about the challenge of 
singing in Trovatore in 1976 
as he was by this year's Otel- 
lo. 

“But I was careful enough 
that I don't have made many 
performances. I just made 
probably 50 performances 
altogether of that opera . " tie 
said. 

“So I think Otello will tie 
maybe four, then is over. If 1 
have trouble . / will have the 
summer to rest.” 


Calcutta movie angers 
city’s residents 


By Santosh Basak 

The Associated Press • 

CALCUTTA — The filming 
of City Of Joy, the story of a 
Calcutta rickshaw puller and 
an American doctor, would 
make a good movie itself. It 
would have courtroom dra- 
ma, politics, violent raffles 
and death. 

Id a city that loves films, 
none has aroused passions 
Mm tfiM one. 

Demonstrators besieged 
the set Lawyers went to the 
state supreme court trying to, 
stop filming. Two national 
governments vetted^ the 
script, which underwent 13 
rewrites. Now, two Indian 
officials are observing the 
stiooting to make sore it 
sticks to the approved text. 

The project has exposed 
the self-consciousness of this 
dty of 10 million people, 
where an estimated 43 per 
cent live in shuns and another 
‘300,000 people are homeless. 

Critics say the movie ex- 
ploits the city’s poverty. A 
stato attorney in one case said 
tlm story created tlm impress- 
ion Out Calcutta is a dty of 
lepers, eunuchs, pimps, 
prostitutes and oiminakt. 

Controversy heightened 
after a journalist from a 
Bengali-kmguagc newspaper 
was injured in a scuffle in. 
February, allegedly by mem- 
bers of the film crew. Two 
days later he died. Doc tins 
fisted the cause as cancer, bat 
Ms paper claimed his -death 
was hastened by the fight. 

The film is directed by 
Roland Joffc, who also 
directed The Killing Fields 
and The Mission. Scheduled 
for release in December, it 
stars Patrick Swayze, of 
Ghost and Dirty Dancing, 
Pauline Collins of Shirley 
Valentine, and two of India’s 
top stars, Om Puri and Sha- 
bana Azmi. 

The film’s pricetag was not 
revealed, but the cost of its 
set — built last summer for 
$1.1 mfifion — has discour- 
aged thoughts of changing 
locations. 

The movie is based on the 
1986 doco-novcl by D omini - 
queLapkrze depicting life in 
one of Calcutta’s worst areas; 
Ananda Nagar ; win ch is Ben- 
gali for "dty of joy.” 

Swayze plays an American 
doctor who comes to India to 
find inner peace and is helped 
by a rickshaw puller — Pun 
— when be ram into trouble 
in Calcutta’s streets. The doc- 
tor works in a dime in the 
slum , wtiicti is controlled by 
the slumlord’s son and his 
gang of thugs. DmBumoned, 
he decides to leave Calcutta 
tor good, tittf turns back at 
the airport out of c ommi t- 
meat to tire neighbourhood. 

Caicuttans have been 
sensitised to world attention, 
especially on Mother There- 



sa, the NoMc Prize-winning 
nun called “ the saint of the 
gutters*’ tor rescuing the des- 
titute. 

At first, Lapierre was 
cheered in Calcutta tor ear- 
marking part of the book’s 
profits tor a fund for leprosy- 
stricken children. The book 
was translated into 36 lan- 
guages and sold 6 mfifion 
copies. 

But critics grumbled over 
what they said were inaccur- 
acies and misleading scenes, 
and objections grew louder 
when the fihn was proposed. 

Permission for filming was 
given in 1989 by the /federal 
government, then headed by 
■Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi. The state government of 
West Bengal, beaded by 
Marxist rivals of GandhTs 
Congress Party, opposed the 
; project but said its objections 
were ignored. 

Demonstrations and 
harassment of filming were 
said to have been organised . 
by the Communist Party, 
amusing suspicions of politic- 
al motives. 

Last month demonstrators 
threw gasoline bombs toward 
the fifes crew, in what news 
reports said was an attempt 
to scare away tile unit. Shoot- 
ing was halted tire next day 
when police said they 
■couldn’t guarantee security. 

Buddhadev Bbattacharya , 
the state’s information minis- 
ter , denounced the book as 
“ insulting to a. Calcultan’s 
dignity” and said the story 
was based on the “most 
stand of a white man. ” 

Others say such criticism is 
atisurd. “If is nauseous 
hypocrisy to applaud Indian 
fltin s with stark portrayals of 
poverty ... and berate, torn 
igners, if they happen to tie 


white, for daring to tackle the 
subject,” wrote Premeri 
Addy,in the Calcutta daOy, 
the Statesman. 

Co-producer lain Smith 
saMvhtualty nothing is left of 
Lapkne’s story in the final 
script “We toe making tint, 
film with good wfil and not to 
hurt people’s fceHngs tie 


“The film will focus on the 
values of human understand- 
ing and the tri umph of human 
spirft over afi odds and obsta- 
des, ” be said in an interview. 

The point of the movie is 
that “we are all the same aO 
over the world, . whatever 
may be our culture, lan- 
guage, colour.” 

Last month, the state gov- 
ernment supported a private 
petition by six Calcutta 
lawyers to halt production, 
but later withdrew its objec- 
tions. 

Meantime, the court halted 
outdoor shooting for two 
weeks while it deliberated a 
petition that claimed the film 
was di&upting normal fife in 
die dty. 

It then declared that out- 
door filming could resume — 
but only on Sundays and holi- 
days. It also ruled that the 
fihn should not hurt the reli- 
gious, cultural or social senti? 
meats of ttie people of 
Calcutta. 

The private petition to halt 
the stiooting is still pending. 

Most of the movie is being 
shot in the set of shacks and 
huts made from tin , mud 
stone and wood. It was 
so realistic that Production 
Manager Philip Kohler said 
.last year that tor a time, 
homeless people were camp- 
ing nearby hoping to move 
in. 


L - 
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On the cutting edge in fitness training 


By Pbillippa Neave 

NEW „ YORK — If you 
thought those contraptions in 
the gym with their clanking 
weights and pulleys look like 
torture machines , think 
again, because the latest in 
the fitness craze are a series 
of new machines that are 
even more frightening. 
There's no more cheating 
now: These machines are 
very smart. Built-in compu- 
ters, complete with elaborate 
software, keyboard and 
screen register your every 
move and plot your perform- 
ance on a graph. 

The latest generation of 
highly -sophisticated exercise 
machines has done away with 
metal weights and ball bear- 
ings. While the basic design 
remains the same, the new 
machines work with whisper- 
soft electro-magnetic resist- 
ance instead of weight 
blocks. At the touch of a 
button on the computer 
keyboard . fitness trainers set 
the degree of effort you will 
• have to furnish by program- 
ming the resistance you will 
be working against as you 
bicycle, row, jog or exercise 
your pectorals. At the end of 
the session, a computer print- 
out shows performance , 
areas of strength and weak- 
ness, and the amount of 
calories burned. 

“These are the ultimate 
machines and this is what 
we're going to be seeing 
everywhere in the year 
2.000." predicts Bill McGin- 
ley, a representative of Uni- 
versal, one of the leading 
ma. -acturers of the futuris- 
tic equipment. “ Most people 
now want to see results on a 
piece of paper, they want 
more than just a trainer to sit 
there and tell them they look 
good. They want proof of 
their performance 

McGinley, club owners 
and other professionals claim 
that this is the age when 
** exercise science" as they 
like to call fitness training, 
has never been more adv- 
anced. Says Michael Motta, 


owner of Plus One fitness 
Clinics in Manhattan: “ Ev- 
erything we do is based on 
science and medicine, not 
myth or history Motta’s 
three "clinics” around the 
city are equipped with the 
latest state-of-the-art 
machines and provide highly 
personalised training services 
to clients who have become 
more and more demanding. 
At the top end of the hun- 
dreds of health clubs in New 
York , Motta’s clinics cater 
for singer Madonna . movie 
stars Glen Close and Robin 
Williams , and some of Wall 
Street's top executives. 

"What we provide is an 
integration of sports medi- 
cine and exercise science 
adds 38-year-old Motta , "We 
give our clients the sort of 
attention and training profes- 
sional athletes get." Clients 
initially undergo extensive 
tests and performance eva- 
luations to establish their 
state of health. A personal- 
ised programme is then de- 
sign ed by Motta’s team of 
professional trainers. 

The latest equipment 
generally consists of a set of 
up to 11 different machines, 
linked through a compute- 
rised circuit, that are de- 
signed to exercise different 
parts of the body. Each 
machine can be programmed 
to each individual's work-out 
needs. Clients log into the 
system with a magnetic card 
that looks like a credit card 
and the machines computer 
is fed the programme de- 
signed for them -by their per- 
sonal trainer. “ With this 
-.equipment, we have more 
control and we get immediate 
feed-back, ” adds Motta . As 
the user becomes fitter the 
machines are gradually re- 
programmed for more stre- 
nuous exercise. 

Hospitals around the Un- 
ited States and Japan are 
increasingly investing in this 
type of equipment for their 
physiotherapy clinics. And 
although the equipment is 
expensive (approximately 
$ 100,000 for a foil set of 


machines), manufacturers 
point out that increasing 
numbers of corporations are 
interested in investing for 
their in-house fitness facilities 
because the computerised 
readouts allow them to moni- 
tor their employees’ state of 
health. 

If that sounds like an intru- 
sion into your privacy, you 
may have to grin and bear it 
because many corporate em- 
ployers are beginning to de- 
mand a certain level of fitness 
from their employees before 
subscribing to medical insur- 
ance plans for them. Insur- 
ance companies are also said 
to welcome the spread of the 
high-tech equipment because 
it provides cheat-proof evi- 
dence of a claimant’s prog- 
ress in accident cases that 
require rehabilitation 
therapy. 

Universal’s McGinley en- 
thusiastically points to 
another advantage: This type 
of equipment can spawn a 
whole new category of com- 
petitive sports. Think a bou it. 
No more slugging through 
the mud, pedalling in the rain 
or risking beat stroke. All 
forms of sport can now be 
done in the comfort and 
warmth of the gym. “ You can 
now have electronic triafo- 
lons, with sequences on the 
bicycles , the rowing machine 
and the treadmills /, ” McGin- 
ley enthuses. The machines 
record individual perform- 
ances, measure them against 
each other and come up with 
a winner. Who knows , one 
day there may not be a need 
for stadiums or for flying 
big-name athletes around the 
world. They will be able to 
compete mano a mano — on 
computers. 

There are currently 50 or 
60 systems in operation worl- 
dwide. They are popular with 
Japanese sports facility own- 
ers because they can conde- 
nse all the equipment of a 
conventional gym into a small 
space. Another advantage of 
t be new system is safety. The 
traditional weights and pul- 
leys sometimes led to pulled 


muscles, crushed fingers and 
other injuries. 

But die computerised Si- 
nes s systems are not likely to 
become standard equipment . 
everywhere soon. “ Equip- 
ment like this is really the • 
product of an affluent, West- 
ern society, ” notes Kim 
Wood, a professional trainer 
who coaches the American ’ 
professional football team , 
the Cincinnati Bengals. . 
"People fir om different cul- 
tures would probably look at 
this as very decadent, ’* be 
adds , “because here in the 
U.S. and in other Western 
nations, the physical side of 
man is left out of modern 
existence. Physical work, as' 
other cultures know it, where 
people chop wood, dig in the 
Gelds and walk to work is 
obsolete in our culture. ” The 
result is a growing number of 
“couch potatoes ” — people 
who sit in offices all day and 
in front of a TV set at night, 
he says. 

Nevertheless, there is a 
growing awareness of the 
need for physical exercise 
and, says Wood, most of us 
don't need sophisticated 
equipment to keep in shape. 
“All the basic principles are 
known, there are many things 
you can do on your own 
without any equipment : Your 
body is all you need. There is- 
a lot to be said for push-ups 
and a brisk walk, ” he adds. 
Wood acknowledges that in 
the past decade , the Gtness 
craze has spawned a 
tremendous increase in 
medical research into the be- 
nefits of exercise. 

Dr. Wesley Tzall, director 
of Cardiology at the Beck- 
man Hospital in New York 
City agrees. "Hie scientific 
approach to exercise is very 
usefoll in many respects. 
Now we are better mole to 
evaluate the risks of physical \ 
inactivity to people of all 
ages, ” he adds. Doctors have 
associated inactivity to coron- 
ary artery disease , hyperten- 
sion, non insulm^dependent 
diabetes and osteoporosis. 

The leading cause of death 


in the U.S. is coronary artery 
disease, diabetes affects some 
6 million Americans and 
osteoporosis is responsible 
for 1.3 million hip fractures a 
year and more than $7 billion 
in direct and indirect costs, 
according to a report in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association. ‘Thysi- 
cally inactive persons have a 
32 per cent to 52 per cent 
greater risk of developing 
hypertension than those who 
exercise, ” it says. While the 
problem is more acute in the 
industralised countries, 
health experts are concerned 
that such diseases are otrrbe 
rise everywhere. 

Dr. Bernard Guthin, Pro- 
fessor of Applied Physiology 
at Columbia University in 
New York, is currently re- 
searching the effectiveness of 
exercise in preventing 
osteoporosis, a disease that 
affects mainly older women 
and is characterised by cal- 
cium loss in the bones, mak- 
ing them brittle and subject 
to fracture. “This is a re- 
latively new Geld of investiga- 
tion bat the evidence seems 
to be that regular, fairly stre- 
nuous physical activity en- 
hances bone density and 
therefore bone strength. We 
are fairly certain that three 
weekly 15-minute sessions 
can have a very substantial 
beneGdal effect when the ex- 
ercise is very specific,'’ he 
says. 

Yet Gutin is quick to cau- 
tion people who have not 
engaged in physical exercise 
for a long time against sud- 
denly rushing to the race 
track or the gym. “People 
who are very deconditioned 
must get medical supervision 
before they start any form of 
strenuous exercise. They 
have to build up slowly; over 
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time, they can reach very 
high levels of activity,” he 
adds. 

The key to good health 
through exercise is motiva- 
tion , but more often than 
not, this is what is lacking. 
Many people find that they 
simply lack the will and self- 
discipline to work out reg- 
ularly. And this is where the 
personal trainer comes in. 

Says David Kirsch. who 
runs a private training com- 
pany and supervises 15 train- 
ers who work with some 40 
clients: “ The craze for per- 
sonal trainers started in the 
mid 1980s ; it was a very 
yuppie thing: You had your 
BMW, your car phone , and 
your personal trainer.” 

There is more to it than a 
passing fad. A good, qual- 
iGed trainer can make an 
enormous difference to those 
who do not have the will- 
power or knowledge to do it 
alone. Almost every gym or 
health club in the U.S. now 
offers one-to-one training as 


a service. "I have been going 
to the gym since 1970, ” says 
44 year-old magazine editor 
Michael Monte. “ and before 
I took a personal trainer, I 
" would feel exhausted after 
my work-out. Now I feel 
revitalised and full of ener- 
gy. ” Monte has been working 
out with a trainer three times 
a week for the past 18 
months. 

“The primary advantage of 
having a trainer is that Tm 
committed to showing up and 
the second thing is that he has 
corrected me. In the first 8 
months, I saw an improve- 
ment in my body. ” The $40 
per hour he pays for the 
private attention is worth ev- 
ery penny, he says. ‘ Tm 
motivated, Fm doing the ex- 
ercises correctly and it 
shows. ” 

Although there are 
thousands who claim to be 
competent as personal train- 
ers, there is little to regulate 
the profession and it seems 
almost anybody with big mus- 


cles can set themselves upas* 
a trainer. Cautions Motta of 
Plus One Fitness . Qinics: 
“There is a need for mom 
control. There are few 
schools and few professional 
certiGcation exams.” He re- 
cruits trainers exclusively 
from the American College 
of Sports 'Medicine.' or the 
National Strength and Con- 
ditioning Association, both 
of which guarantee that train- 
ers have sufficient knowledge 
of anatomy and physiology to 
avoid accidents and injury. 

Personal trainers and soph- 
isticated machines aside . 
there are many simple things 
you can do to keep fit and 
feel healthy. Concludes pro- 
fessional football trainer 
Wood: “Walk up the stairs 
instead of taking the eleva- 
tor. Walk to work instead of • 
taking the bus, or take a brisk 
turn in the park at lunch time 
instead of sitting in the coffee 
shop. Every tittle thing you 
do is better than nothing — 
World News Link. 


Weekend Crossword 


ENCORES 

By Henry Salzhandler 


ACROSS 
i Anoem 
courtyard, 

8 Peculiar 

9 CeflSrt worker lor 
won 

13 Tree the Boards 
IB Cain knowtodgo 
79 Melons' lew 
CO — about 

Jt Brown cotor 

22 Deia «u tor 
Micnae* j Fo« 

25 June ViP 

28 Wire serxe 
letters 

27 FiugeraU 0 1 song 
ZB P>»rvM Pfter 

29 Pooler CnagoH 
JO — Lisa 

32 AICa S proposition 
to Bwafyn 
38 Russ grasslanCs 
JOOodtos 

DOWr/ 

1 Record sets 

2 nettle 

3 Winry 

4 RiW 

5 Feed the kilty 

6 Ota lr aipnaoet 

7 Owing 

B Alphabet run 
B Clan emblems 

10 Habituate vn 

11 K*« 

12 Belona pret. 

73 Trips to the ptoie 
1« Pertom 
successfully 

15 Hawthorne work 

16 Fansh 

17 Siam 

19 Book of maps 

23 TV, Merlin 
2« Accord 

29 1019 lor Cato 


41 n nee dah 

42 Heios 

43 Madcap 

44 Grand — 

46 Shape 

47 Antic 

50 Dispatched 
5t Fish sauce 

52 —m Her Ear 

53 Lubricate 

54 Poner -Cosby 
him 

58 Haunt 

59 Rocker Ant 

61 Krflled 

62 Johnson and 
a no its 

63 — we I Of 901 
65 Wm between 

Ihgni, 

6" — de memtie 
69 Puce 

72 Foomcw won} 


31 Church part 

33 Air antelope 

34 Lone Ranger s 
pel 

35 Writer Jong 

36 " a poe- ■cveiy 
as — " 

37 Candle or nose 
39 Knitting stitch 

43 Gusto 

44 SSTeg 

45 Dtlciai rules lor 
Won 

47 Ember 

48 Vert* heroine 

49 Woody Allen s 
musical request 

50 To-do 
St Pamela 

52 CM old siyto 

55 Aromabc reset 

56 Km ol to e>£iam 


73 The m mg here 

74 — de cowgne 

75 Tiudge 

76 Devour 

78 Jonn Gielgud 
Mm 

83 Work jni 

84 Designs 

86 Shield border 

87 Meal disn 

Be Ow-ta shooed 

90 Seaweed 

91 Piece 

92 Almost ai 

93 Gnaron period 
aobr 

94 5 tod 

96 Vine fruit for short 

97 Oh. — (Foiiesi 
Tucker him) 

101 How often 
Hackman found 
love 


57 Pelvis part 
60 Fashion style 

84 Eal Uie 

66 Old soldiers 

67 Teacher s need 

68 Teeming 

69 Leave pon 

70 Ciwif wrong 

71 Tense 

73 Sea bud 

74 -v — . c'esi 

moi 1 ' 

76 Lunar-solar 
calendar geo 

77 Permrt 

79 Grieve 

80 Caf forth 

81 Adjust the 
dock 

62 Newts 

85 Birth 

89 Somm range 


Diagramless l* X SI. By Jamee Barrick 


ACROSS 

'foggy 

4 Compass pome 
abbr 

7 Like a bump 
on — 

9 Have 

10 Kind Of pSHi 

11 Naughty 

12 Subject 

14 Food and drmk 

17 Office worker for 
short 

18 Opulent residence 


DOWN 

1 Dgsmw 

2 Poet T.S. 

3 Surpassed 
sweep 

5 Overwhelm as 
with work 

6 Make Mk»-ed 
8 Profited 

13 Supporting 
paw- 
ls in mesa 
16 Tan 


21 Remove 
23 Mechanical men 
25 Lustortess 
27 Incite 
29 Eminem 
conductor 
31 Soldier on the 
lam 

34 Straff * 

37 P*n of RCmp 

40 Ben — " 

41 A letter 

42 Attractive one 


19 Perry the smgar 

20 Pens summer 
22 Make joyous 
24 Thin cookie 
26 Dregs 

28 PWymgewd 
30 Upperetessmem 
•Mr. 

32 On In years 

33 A Barrymore 
3d Vessels 

35 Of hearing 


43 Writer Levin 

44 After Oct 

45 Gasp 

47 Honest — 

50 HoDday time 

51 Channel for 
water 

54 Falls 

56 Tatar 

57 Bullfighter 
60 Desert 

illusion 

82 Word in recipes 


36 One of the 
planets 

38 Garlic bulb 

39 Fanes 

48 Gratuity ■ 

47 — standstill 

48 Unopened 
flowers 

49 Overact 

52 Summa — laude 

53 Use a blue pencil 
55 Harness part 


105 Luang Prabang s 
land 

106 Approach 

107 Basaoau 
pipy 

106 Apr*, — 

110 Wore of 
reproof 

111 Orgs 

113 Jacqueline 
Susam into for 
ITM PlMItot 

117 Serenity 

llB Skm layer 

119 Farm unit 

120 Genoa 
name 

1 21 More dooto 

122 Zona 

123 Actresy Myma of 
old 

124 Machatongalo 
masteTkece 


91 Inheritor 

92 Civvies 

93 Lme 

96 Tantalising 
nddto 

96 MovtoS 

97 Struck Old stvto 

98 Essence 

99 Confection 
100 Breathing 

disorder 

102 Doubtoday 

103 Riches 

104 TuSH material 
109 Easy job 

111 Likely 
IT2 Red or 
Buck 

113 Harem room 

114 — ammonac 
IlSSgt or cd 
116 Kmono sash 


64 Certam smgerg 
68 Mild cheese 
68 Fear 

70 Ffebmg ones 

73 Gas: Dref 

74 Murphy or Fisher 

75 Floor covering 

77 Sl Vincent 
MJay 

78 The r 

79 Remainder 

80 ConductOO 

81 OomciJe abbr. 


57 Horse's fia* 

58 Marketplace 

59 — Haute 
6i Soak flax 
63 LA. player 
65 Horse's 

color 

67 Angrier 
69 Baton — 

71 Wash cycle 

72 Thrones 
78 Zeus e.g. 



Leal Week’s Cryptograms 

1 . Spring training camp opens with balling champ hitting homer into lower 
bleachers. 

2. Dazzling succen in stock market caused sexagenarian Wall Street 
wizard's income taxes to rise. 

3. Fisherman makes good harpoon shot on gigantic whale while perched on 
all poop deck. 

4. A smile is sack a lively curve, it sets many tfainjm straight. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. CIOT PCO EDY. RWTK AD JUKDDX 

EDDHJUP. ECOOTK ICXITERT YCXAJTW 
“W ATCH-DRA W.” — By Lois H. Jones 

2. MY MIC QUC W Z M NBIPQ WHIRL BYMI BR 
LBAM EBB], DPHA SMPPBN NZB NHL 
LOWWOHD BR ff BE B $ OW. — By E.I. Livingston 

3. RCI OVSZIPA VM AOKMR. FVZIPS 

EWXKSQPC BQZBIRPC FQJI RCI FQJKSB 
VM FKSE1FIQR VWR VM QSGRCKSB Q XVAK 
Q P R- —By Gordon Miller 

4. C M E DIBTM0VES HAPPYDURT DE UVSUMS 
NDATWR C MG HR MTTRWORY HG IDPVNR. 

—By Ed Hnddleson 



SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 
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nnn~ nuiiuiMfi 
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iink'iitnn aunts 
nnnun nmtw unr-m 
nnnnnn hum: nan 
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Scientists uncover new weapon in 
battle against breast cancer 


By Wilson Da Silva 
Reuter 

SYDNEY — A potential key 
■to the prevention of breast 
cancer has been uncovered 
by Australian medical resear- 
chers working with a synthe- 
tic derivative of Vitamin A. 

The scientists, of Sydney's 
Garvan Institute of Medical 
Research, said Wednesday a 
derivative of the vitamin 
hampers breast cancer cells 
Grom responding to steroid 
hormones known to be in- 
volved with the disease’s 
propagation. 

By doing this , they appear 
to prevent development of 


the cancer. 

“We know that Vitamin A 
derivatives stop the develop- 
ment of cancer in rats and we 
now have laboratory in- 
formation that gives us an 
insight into bow this works, ” 
said Dr. Rob Sutherland, 
leader of the 18-person re- 
search team. 

The discovery was first 
made by the institute three 
years ago but published only 
last year in the Journal of 
Biological Chemistry , a Un- 
ited States scientiGc publica- 
tion. 

It followed studies aimed 
at Gnding an alternative for 
patients for whom current 


anti-hormone treatment docs 
not work. In the scientiGc 
paper, Sutherland said the 
treatment appears to show 
results within 46 hours of 
being applied. 

Some 70 per cent of breast 
cancer surgery patients retain 
tumor cells in other parts of 
their body, Sutherland said. 
If treated with the Vitamin A 
derivative “they may be less 
likely to have a recurrence of 
the disease be said. 

The advance is applicable 
only to breast cancer, since 
cells of the disease are diffe- 
rent from those of other can- 
cers. 

The institute will work with 


an unnamed drug company in 
an international clinical trial 
to determine the effective- 
ness on breast cancer of the 
derivatives. Sutherland said 
results could be several yearsk 
away. * 

Australian women have a 
one in 15 cbance of develop- 
ing breast cancer and' 2,000 
die every. This compares 
with about one in 12 in the 
United States and similar 
rates in other developed na- 
tions. 

Statistics show that almost 
one in two women 'with a 
close family history of breast 
cancer develops the disease. 


Faint electrical signals may forecast 
susceptibility to sudden death 


* 




By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — resear- 
chers exploring the storm of 
electrical currents that course 
through the heart say they 
have found a pattern that 
predicts sudden cardiac 
death. 

Richard Verne r, a profes- 
sor at Georgetown t/niversify 
Medical Centre said that in 
laboratory experiments on 
dogs his team was able to 
isolate and identify a faint 
electrical pulse in the heart 
that preceded ventricular Gb- 
riUation, a disturbed cardiac 
rhythm that kills within mi- 
nutes. 

“It's like a signal that tells 
when a bridge is about to 
break up,” Verrier said in 
recent interview. 

. “We saw that whenever 
the heart is prone to ventricu- 
lar Gbrillation and sudden 
death there is always an 
alternation in the T-wave (a 
spedGc electrical pulse in the 




heart)," he said. "It alter- 
nates and then the beat goes 
into a ebaotfe state." 

A report on the research 
was published in the journal 
Science. 

Verrier said his group disc- 
overed the unique cardiac 
signal by passing electrical 
sensors into the left ventricle 
chamber of the hearts in 16 
anestbetised dogs and then 
making a computer analysis 
of the electrical pulses in the 
heart. 

Invariably, he said, the 
hearts produced a distinctive 
pattern change in the T- 
waves just before the fatal 
attack started. 

“One beat is large and one beat 
is small” in the alternation 
pattern, Verrier said. “In the 
normal heart, , the T-waves 
are all even. You c Quid su- 
perimpose normal T-waves 
one on top of the other and 
they would be almost identic- 
al.” 

A normal heart beat is 
established by a regular pat- 


tern of faint electrical signals 
in the heart's nerve system. 
Those signals direct the work 
of heart muscles that contract 
and relax during the cycle of 
pumping blood. 

. During ventricular Gbrilla- 
tion, the rhythm is disrupted 
and the muscles go into 
irregular spasms that prevent 
foe pumping of blood. Death 
follows quickly. 

Verrier said foe next step 
was to convert his discovery 
into a system that could be 
applied to routine medical 
exams. 

His team r be said . is de- 
veloping a computer analysis 
system that would enable foe 
abnormal T-wave signal to be 
detected in electrocardio- 
grams given in doctor's 
offices. Eventually , he be- 
lieves computer software will 
be developed to enable doc- 
tors to screen patients for 
susceptibility to sudden car- 
diac death. 

Such a technique may take 
several years to develop, but 


could save millions of lives, 
he said. 

“ Ninety per cent of the 
people who die suddenly — 
and that’s about 400,000 in 
foe U.S. annually — have 

ventricular Gbrillation. " Ver- 
rier said, adding that about 
per cent of those deaths 
occur among people who had 
no previous diagnosis of 
heart problems. 

H people susceptible to 
sudden death could be found 
through routine medical ex- 
ams, foe condition possible 
could be treated with drugs 
that woud bead off a later 
fatal attack, he said. 

Vemer said sudden cardiac 
death from ventricular Gb- 
rillation may not be associ- 
ated directly with injury to 
foe heart muscle or to the 
clogged arteries that mark 
chronic heart disease. In- 
stead. sudden death often is 
the result Q f disrupted elect- 
ncal pulses in foe nerves tbaf ■ 
direct foe beat of the heart- 
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Minister warns of contamination 


(Continued from page 1) 
duction of field crops and 
vegetables which are eaten 
cooked and the production of 
animal feed. 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Mohammad A1 Zaben 
said that treated 'water could 
provide a very good source for 
irrigation, but public health 
safety measures have to be 
strictly adhered to in the pro- 
cess of treating water to ensure 
safe production. 

Mr. Serour said that Jordan 
was in need of at least 730 
million cubic metres of water 
every year for agricultural, in- 
dustrial and domestic use, of 
which 175 million is used for 
drinking, 35 million for indus- 
try and 520 million for agri- 
cultural purposes. 

“Jordan's water needs are 
growing every year and it is 
estimated that the country will 
need nearly 1,120 million cubic 
metres of water by the year 
2005 in view of the growing 
population, improvement in 
the standard of living and the 
increasing water consumption 
at all levels,” the minister 
said. 

“Jordan's water resources 
are very limited, but the gov- 
ernment is doing all it can 
through the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation, which has 
adopted a strategy to face the 
future needs,” the minister 
added. 

He said the strategy entailed 
continued search for new sur- 
face and underground re- 


sources, continued improve- 
ment of the management of 
available water resources, 
more economic exploitation of 
water, and improving the qual- 
ity of treated water to be used 
for Irrigation purposes. 

At the same time, the minis- 
try has adopted the so-called 
“water harvest” project, which 
aims at using to the full the rain 
water collected behined dams, 
according to the minister. 

“The ministry this year allo- 
cated sufficient funds for the 
purchase of equipment to be 
used in the construction of 
dams to collect rain water,” he 
added. 

Referring to the coming 
summei, the minis ter said the 
ministry had set a distribution 
programme which will be 
announced soon. 

Mr. Serour urged citizens to 
install sufficient tanks at home 
to save as much water as possi- 
ble and to report to the Water 
Authority about emergencies 
related to water; he stressed 
the need to ration the water 
consumption. 

Referring to the southern 
regions, which were affected 
by a rainstorm last month, the 
minister said that there would 
be some delay in the imple- 
mentation of irrigation pro- 
jects in the southern Jordan 
Valley region due to the diffi- 
culty in reaching some areas. 

He said that work, which 
entails laying 47 kilometres of 
networks and cement canals, 
will eventually be carried out. 


Baker heads for Soviet talks 


(Continued from page 1) 
at all.” 

Mr. Baker showed no sign of 
giving in. In fact, he hinted that 
he might return to the Middle 
East soon. 

“We are working through these 
issues in a constructive way,” he 
said. 

Mr. Baker's third Middle East 
mission in six weeks end up with 
talks Friday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

“I do see evidence of a new 
approach and a new willingness in 
the aftermath of the Gulf conflict 
to address these intractable issues 
in a serious and determined 
fashion,” said Mr. Baker. “I real- 
ly do see that. Let me say if I 
didn’t see that I don't think I 


would be out here.” 

Mr. Baker .acknowledged he 
has failed to bridge the gap be- 
tween Arabs and Israelis on 
terms for a peace conference. 

Asked point blank at a news 
conference whether he would say 
all Arab and Israeli leaders were 
prepared to hold peace talks as a 
result of his discussions with 
them. Mr. Baker replied: “I can’t 
say that yet. I certainly hope so.” 
Later he said a peace conference 
“might be held” and reiterated 
that “we agreed to continue these 
discussions.” 

Pressed for specifics, Mr. Bak- 
er said: “You know Fm not going 
to conduct these negotiations 
through the press. We want them 
to succeed.” J 


U.N. force sets up base 


(Continued from page 1) 
assured me that they want to have 
this be a successful mission.” 

Gen. Greindl predicted it 
would take two weeks for the 
entire 1,440-member contingent 
from more than 30 countries to be 
frilly deployed. 

A group of hundreds from the 
South Lebanon U.N. contingents 
from Ghana, Nepal and Fiji tran- 
sited Israel and were in Amman 
Wednesday en route to Kuwait 
(see page 3). 

U.S. troops will be allowed to 
stay in southern Iraq until the full 
U.N. contingent is deployed, 
Gen. Greindl said. Then all 
American and Iraqi forces must 
vacate the demilitarised zone. 

U.N. sources said-Kuwaiti offi- 
cials had refused permission to 


move refugees inside their terri- 
tory. 

Gen. Greindl said he had not 
discussed the refugees with the 
Iraqi authorities or anyone else. 
“It is not my responsibility.'' 

U.N. officials drove to Safwan 
through desert and scrubland lit- 
tered with evidence of the Gulf 
war. Smashed tanks, armoured 
personnel carriers, buses, trucks 
and cars tittered the highway 
north from Kuwait City. 

Smoke from scores of oflwells 
set ablaze in the war at Rawda- 
tayn oilfield — so far untouched 
by firefighters — cast a huge pall 
over northern Kuwait 

An Iraqi colonel and Republi- 
can Guard escorts visited the 
command post during the hand- 
over ceremony. 


Iraqis, allies boost forces 


(Continued from page 1) 

seen around 300 uniformed Ira- 
qis, many carrying assault rifles, 
patrolling the streets. 

The stand-off in Zakho is thre- 
atening allied plans to bring home 
up to 850,000 mainly. Kurdish 
refugees who fled to the Turkish 
border to escape a failed Kurdish 
rebellion. 

Kurdish refugees in Sflopi, a 
Turkish border town 16 kilometres 
west of Zakho, said they would 
not go to American-guarded 
havens while Iraqi forces roamed 
northern towns. 

'“We won't leave until there is 
real security in Zakho, until there 
is agreement between our (Kur- 
dish) leaders and the Iraqi gov- 
ernment under a United Nations 
framework,” Zakho lawyer 


PLO insists on U.N. role 


(Continued from page I > 

Palestine (DFLP) advocated re- 
jecting the regional peace confer- 
ence concept which is supported 
by Israel. 

Nabii Shaath, special adviser to 
Mr. Arafat, raid be favoured 
flexibility towards the U.S. 
moves, as suggested by Mr. Ara- 
fat 

Palestinian sources said the 
council decided that a proposal to 
form a provisional Palestinian 
government was premature. 

The idea was put forward by 


Requisites for Mideast Stability 


Mohammad Shakoor told Reu- 
ters. 

A convoy of 25 U.S] armoured 
personnel carriers, jeeps and 
trucks rolled across the Habur 
border bridge towards Zakho, 
followed by a 10-vehide convdy 
of French paratroopers. 

One hundred 'Dutch marines 
deployed at a now-abandoned 
Iraqi customs post at the Habur 
bridge. 

A further 300 Dutch marines 
were due to move into northern 
Iraq over the next few days. 

The United States said Tues- 
day it is moving ships to positions 
off Turkey to make it dear that 
Baghdad had better not interfere 
with the allied presence. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said the United States 
was prepared to use force if 
necessary. 


Khaksd A1 Hassan, a leader of the 
mainstream PLO group Fateh, 
who suggested it be composed of 
technocrats from the Israeli- 
occupied territories and Palesti- 
nian exiles, who would join a 
joint delegation with Jordan at a 
peace conference. 

Council sources said a majority 
of members favoured a Palesti- 
nian state first of all, to be fol- 
lowed eventually by confedera- 
tion with Jordan. 

Khaled A1 Hassan said that in 
any case such a joint delegation 
would not impair Palestinian rtf 
dependence. 


By Peter Gnbser 

For the Middle East to attain 
healthy, dynamic, and progres- 
sive stability, it is necessary for 
the region, and its friends, to 
address three sets of major issues. 
The Israeli-Palestinian (and 
Arab) conflict must be equitably 
resolved and put behind us. 
Mechanisms and policies must be 
put in place to deal with the 
dramatic imbalance in the dis- 
tribution of wealth based on natu- 
ral resources, and the socio- 
political tensions this condition 
engenders. In order for the peo- 
ple of region to enjoy broad 
access to their economic and poli- 
tical systems, these systems re- 
quire fundamental reforms, lead- 
ing to more openness, pluralism, 
and accountability. And it is ob- 
vious to serious observers of the 
Middle East that essential steps 
with respect to economic and 
political development cannot and 
will not be taken until substantive 
progress is made on the first two 
sets of issues. 

First, a solution to the 
'Paiestinian/Arab-Israeti conflict 
must be found. All parties, the 
Palestinians, the Arabs, the 
Israelis, and the Americans must 
seriously focus on disposing of 
this issue so - that our individual 
and collective energies may be 
applied to other matters. The 
inequity of the current situation 
especially for the Palestinians of 
the tyest Bank and Gaza Strip 
and in the diaspora as well as the 
crucial need to address Israel's 
security concerns demonstrates 
the urgency of resolving the con- 
flict. The United States' long time 
adherence to the principles inhe- 
rent in U.N. Resolutions 242 and 
338, namely the exchange of land 
for peace, are certainly the subst- 
' ance of bon’ the desired peace 
should be attained. 

That it is essential to resolve 
the problem for other reasons is 
also evident. This long standing 
conflict is a major detriment, 
retardant to economic invest- 
ment, and thus development, in 
the region. Why would a rational 
investor — whether a multination- 
al corporation or a fund from one 
of the wealthy oil-producing 
states — put money into the 
area? More specifically, if one 
has the choice — and onedoos — 
of building a computer factory 
hiring 500 workers in Nablus, 
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Amman, Baghdad or Damascus 
versus Taiwan, Malaysia or Mex- 
ico, where does one choose? 
Given the inherent instability and 
recurrent wars, inspired, if not 
dictated by the Palestinian/Arab- 
Israeli conflict, it is almost unim- 
aginable that the investor would 
choose one of the great Arab 
cities. In addition, this conflict 
gives one more excuse for repres- 
sive regimes to maintain their 
control and not encourage or 
allow movement towards demo- 
cracy as now occurs in only a very 
few Middle Eastern countries, 
and then only to varying degrees 
of success. 

The skewed distribution of 
wealth based on the extraction of 
natural resources was a contribut- 
ing cause of the recent Gulf War 
and certainly a strong, resonant 
theme at the popular level. While 
this issue may not be resolvable in 
the same sense as the above 
problem, it can certainly be man- 
aged in a much more efficacious 
manner than heretofore. One 
approach was recommended at a 




conference called by Crown 
Prince Hassan and convened in 
Amman in early January 1991. 
The participants, consisting of 
statemen, officials of multilateral 
agencies, and nongovernmental 
organisations, ' “called fOT the 
establishment of a long-term fund 
that would foster regional and 
economic and social stability.” 
The United States should actively 
work for the creation of, and then 
tangibly participate in such a 
fund. Proportionately, the U.S. is 
giving more aid to the Middle 
East (largely to Israel and Egypt) 
than any other region in the 
world. It is in the American 
interest to divert a portion of this 
aid to such a multinational fund 
for Middle East development, a 
facility which would acquire most 
of its capita] from oil-rich count- 
ries. American and other West- 
ern participation is necessary so 
that the new institution will be 
run on sound development princi- 
ples and not be focused on short- 
term political ends. And to have a 
role in its governance, it is im- 


perative for" a oountiy to contri- 
bute to its capitalisation. Via 
mechanisms such as this proposed 
fund, the perception and subst- 
ance of the inequitable distribu- 
tion of wealth will be improved 
which, in turn, will positively 
influence political development. 

As the Palestinian Arab/Isrteli 
conflict and the wealth distribution 
issues are being addressed, con- 
straints on the process of econo- 
mic and political development 
will be eased. While there are 
many nuances iii this set of intra 
and inter state issues, the essen- 
tial one is to make these overlap- 
ping systems much more open, 
increase access, and promote 
pluralism in the economy arid 
socio-political organisations, 
whether at the local or central 
levels of the society. Accessible 
and freer market systems wall be 
more prevalent and the trappings 
and stuff of democracy will be- 
come more available to the peo- 
ple. 

This whole process was -well 
stated in a recent white paper 


which this writer helped formu- 
late. Issued by the Coalition for 
Post-War U.S. Policy in the Mid- 
dle East, it is titled “Enhancing 
Economic and Political Develop- 
ment” in its series Towards a 
New Middle East: Peace and 
Post-War U.S. Policy. 

“The result of greater econo- 
mic development within states is 
that citizens will perceive, many 
for the first time, that they have a 
stake in their economy and in 
their country’s future. This 
awakening of individual econo- 
mic initiative will increase the 
demand for greater political par- 
ticipation. This movement for 
greater political and economic 
access will, over time, enhance 
internal political stability as 
citizens support legal, gov- 
ernmental, and private institu- 
tions and policies which contri- 
bute to their economic well-being 


. “Concurrently, regional poli- 
tical security will create cowti- 
.tiofls favourable to greater region- 
al economic cooperation and de- 
velopment. Growing regional sta- 
bility, normal relations among 
states in file region, and the 
reallocation of national resources 
to" reflect decreased eternal 
security concerns, will diminish 
the concerns of national govern- 
ments with shoring up their legi- 
timacy and monitoring internal 
security. Governments will then 
have greater confidence to enact 
and support increased internal 
political reform." 

While the burden of the reform 
process is inherently in the hands 
of the peoples and regimes in the 
Middle East, the U.S. too has a 
role. By focusing aid programmes on 
the private and independent sec- 
tor and institution building, by 
promoting open economic sys- 
tems through trade incentives, by 
eschewing aid to regimes that 
limit economic and political ac- 
cess, by entering into policy dia- 
logues on these issues, and by 
tolerating regimes and peoples 
who freely express views opposed 
to ouis, we can assist the Middle 
Eastern countries in their reform 
efforts. 

Out of this Gulf War, if all the 
parties make" the effort, a new 
more positive, more progressive 
Middle East is possible. Howev- 
er, none of us can shirk our' 
obligations. We all must take 
responsibility for our own actions 
or inaction. Certainly the Middle 
East states and peoples must take 
new and bold initiatives, for it is 
the conflicts in their societies that 
must be resolved, it is their 
societies that cries for reform. 
But we Americans also have 
obligations. In each of the three 
sets of issues we have interests, 
responsibilities, and assets. For 
over a century and a half we have 
been involved in the region, first 
through educational institutions 
such as the American University 
of Beirut and now through active 
military intervention. For better 
or for worse, we are engaged. We 
should use our considerable influ- 
ence to affect positively these sets 
of issues which are salient both to 
tiie peoples of the Middle East and 
to America. 


Peter Gubser. author of books and articles on the Middle East, is 
president of American Near East • Refugee Aid (ANERA). He 
contributed this article to the Jordan Times while he was on a 
brief visit to Amina#; - 


Journalists fighting for free expression 


By Bryan Bromley 

Tne Associated Press 

MOSCOW — From the state- 
owned airwaves to fledgling 
newspapers. Soviet journalists 
are fighting to preserve the free- 
dom to say what they want 

Six years after Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev launched glasnost, the 
most serious attack on the media 
came this winter from Gorbachev 
himself , after he was harshly criti- 
cised for the military crackdown 
in the Baltics. He suspended last 
year’s law guaranteeing freedom 
of the press. 

But journalists countered by 
starting new newspapers, televi- 
sion and radio networks, most of 
them under the protection of 
reformist legislatures in the Rus- 
sian federation and the cities of 
Moscow and Leningrad. 

Gorbachev may balk at econo- 
mic and political reform but 
“glasnost has taken hold,” said 


Oleg M- Poptsov, chairman of 
the all-Russian committee for 
radio and television. The broad- 
cast organisation was founded 
last year as part of Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin’s challenge to cen- 
tral authority. 

Gorbachev is not the only offi- 
cial who has been accused of 
trying to muzzle the media. Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia, president of the 
Secessionist Republic of Georgia, 
has shut down the outspoken 
newspaper Young Georgian, said 
its editor, Gia Patsuria. 

Norwegian press associations 
have asked Lithuanian President 
Vytautas Landsbergis to explain 
his firing of Rolands Barysas as 
bead of the Baltic republic's news 
agency. Barysas was considered 
an ally of former Prime Minister 
Raami era Prunskiene, a Land- 
sbergis rival who was forced to 
resign in January. 

The main attack on the press, 
however, has been waged by 


Leonid Kravchenko, a Gor- 
bachev lieutenant who took over 
tiie Soviet state broadcast com- 
mittee last fall. 

“When he was appointed at the 
end of last year, Kravchenko 
made it dear that there was going 
to be only one way of thinking — 
his way,” stud the Russian gazet- 
te, a newspaper working under 
Yeltsin’s protection. 

Kravchenko told The Associ- 
ated Press in a recent interview 
that no pluralism could be toler- 
ated in the state-owned media. 
“Don’t you know there is a poli-. 
tical struggle going on?” be said. 

He tried to shut down the 
independent Interfax News 
Agency, which was operating 
from the premises of Radio Mos- 
cow, a state broadcast affiliate. 
Interfax now operates out of 
Yeltsin's offices. 

Kravchenko did nan in the 
most radical prime-time program- 


me on national television, “view- 
point,” which was known for 
tough reformist commentaries, 
investigative journalism and a 
fast-paced format aimed at youn- 
ger audiences. Many viewpoint 
employees moved to the Russian 
televirion operation. 

Russian television has man- 
aged to air only a few hours of 
experimental programming, us- 
ing space rented from central 
state television. And Russian 
Radio so far is limitecf to a few 
hours a day. 

Poptsov plans to expand Rus- 
sian broadcasts next month. Until 
then, most viewers must rely on 
central television’s main evening 
newscast, “tune,” which refor- 
mers complain has been pushed 
back to its pre-glasDOSt approach 
of sticking dose to the Kremlin 
line. 

Kravchenko prompted critic- 
ism from the press recently when 
be banned live appearances by 


three popular broadcasters on the 
late-night news programme 
“TSN." 

“Glasnost is being strangled,” 
said as editorial in the indepen- 
dent newspaper, a bold new pub- 
lication with a circulation limited 
to 150,000 by the capacity of its 
printing plant. 

Equally critical was Komso- 
mols kay a Pravda, whidi is nomi- 
nally the organ of the Young 
Communists* league. It has taken 
a radical line and seen its daily 
circulation rise past 16 million, 
the third largest in the country. 

The most widely read Soviet 
newspaper is Arguments and 
Facts, which has attracted nearly 
23 ariffion subscribers with a no- 
nonsense format: short reports, 
columns of statistics and no 
sacred cows. 

By contrast, subscriptions have 
fallen 70 per cent for Pravda, tiie 
Communist Party daily that has 


dutifully followed Gorbachev on 
his political zigs and zags. This 
year, the central government 
stopped setting subscription 
quotas and Pravda’s circulation 
dropped from 7 mil H on to just 
over 2 million. 

It is tiie hunger for alternative 
sources of information that Popt- 
sov and other officials at Russian 
televirion and radio want to feed. 

Russian Radio now reaches 92 
per cent of tiie republic’s 148 
million people and 77 per cent of 
the total Soviet population of 289 
million by bouncing its signals off 
a satellite launched last year. 
Starting May 13, Russian televi- 
sion plans to broadcast six hoars 
of prime-time prog ramming to 
the same audience. 

This summer, Russian televi- 
rion and radio plan to launch two 
more satellites, which will give 
access . to the entire republic, 
stretching from the Pacific to the 
Baltic. 
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FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

604676 604696 Jr 



4 Rent & Sale 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For farther details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 
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The first A bast 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 



Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeLOMto 


elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

modertSc price* 


fir Amman’s 
ff exclusive gift shop 

it Italian shoes, leather goods,! 
If perfumes, fighters .watches.! 
II pens, silverware, porcelain, I 
jl crystalware etc. I 

Shmeisani - Grindtays Bank Blag. 
Tel. 669 457 

/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bnrbequefor 
^Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 018214 

Come and taste our 
specialities. 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Scrvicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gef:- 

• JUMBO photo 

sSzm 30% iarfior * 

*' From on tarpo- 
BMmt 20 x 30 oa - 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindtays 
Batik. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmmr 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3,30 pm 
7.30-11,30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
' fowards 3rd circle 


RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 

QOAQQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 

in West Amman area. 
. 

GALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 087821/22 


The Regency Palace Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and j 
Businessmen J 


FOR RENT at 

JAMAL ML ESTATE 

1 

Apartments, villas 
& semi villas 

You’D like our service 

Just call 835859 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room_.! 
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UEFA upholds one-year 
suspension on AC Milan 


GENEVA (AP) — A UEFA 
appeals panel upheld AC Milan’s 
one-year suspension from Euro- 
pean Cups competition Wednes- 
day, completing the two-time de- 
fending champions cup and 
Toyota Intercontinental Cup 
champion’s fall from grace. 

The Union of European Foot- 
ball Associations imposed the 
ban on AC Milan for leaving the 
field and not returning with three 
minutes remaining in a Cham- 
pions Cup second-leg quarterfinal 
match at Olympique Marseille on 
March 20. 

Trailing 1-0 and facing elimina- 
tion, AC Milan left the field a 
power outage caused a partial 
fighting failure . When the lighting 
was restored, AC Milan claimed 
fans, photographers and other 
unauthorised personnel bad en- 
tered the field and made resump- 
tion of play impossible. 

Marseille was declared winner 
by forfeit, eliminating Milan. 

UEFA's five-member appeals 
jury, after a four-hour bearing, 
rejected a personal plea by 
Milan's president, Italian media 
tycoon Silvio Berlusconi, to re- 
duce the ban to a mere fine. 

The suspension will be en- 
forced for die next season Milan 
qualifies for one of three tourna- 
ments — cot necessarily 1991-92. 
But Milan, third in the Italian 


League with four games remain- 
ing, seems certain to qualify for 
next season's UEFA Cup, 

The panel, headed by Swiss 
jurist Leon Straessie, accused 
Milan of showing a “highly un- 
sportsmanlike spirit.” 

It said there were no extenuat- 
ing circumstances given that 
Milan ignored the referee's in- 
structions to resume play after 
lighting was restored. 

Nothing could have suggested 
to Milan officials or players that 
the referee had ended play, the 
ruling said. There are no further 
appeals left to AC Milan. 

“The sanction is disproportion- 
ate,” said Berlusconi, who repe- 
ated Milan's claims that the unau- 
thorised people on the field made 
it possible to continue. “How can 
you imagine finishing a game 
regularly in such confusion?" 

The ban, imposed by UEFA’s 
Control and Discipline Commit- 
tee, will cost Milan considerable 
revenue. 

Milan did not challenge the 
committee’s other sanctions. 

The panel ruled Olympique a 
3-0 match winner and barred the 
head of Milan's delegation at 
Marseille, Adriano Galliani. 
from European soccer for two 
years. 

Galliani waved the Milan team 
off the field after the light failure. 


in what some claim was an 
attempt to force a replay of the 
game. 

The elimination and suspen- 
sion marks the end of a dominant 
period by AC Milan, which 
seemed to role club soccer in the 
late I9S0s. 

AC Milan, led by Dutch strik- 
ers Ruud Gullit and Marco Van 
Basten — routed Steau Bucharest 
4-0 in May for its first Champions 
Cup title in 20 years. 

It followed that with a victory 
over National Medellin of Col- 
ombia in the Toyota Intercon- 
tinental Cup later that year. It 
repeated both accomplishments 
last season but has been showing 
signs of weakness. 

Gullit was out with knee prob- 
lems last year as AC Milan 
finished second to Napoli in the 
Italian League standings. It qual- 
ified for this season's European 
Champions Cup as defending 
champion. 

Van Basten. voted Europe’s 
player of the year in 1988 and 
1989, has performed erratically 
this season amid growingly tense 
relations with Milan's embattled 
coach Arrigo Sacchi. He missed 
both quarterfinal games against 
Marseille under a three-match 
UEFA suspension for elbowing 
an opponent in a cup match. 
Gullit has not regained his old 
form after knee surgery. 


Top seeds 
win in 
Barcelona 
tennis 
tournament 

BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 
Top seeds Martina Navratilova of 
the United States and Arantxa 
Sanchez Vi carlo and Conchita 
Martinez of Spain started off with 
straight-set victories Tuesday in 
the 5225,000 Barcelona WTA 
Women’s Tennis Tournament. 

Top-seeded Navratilova beat 
Italian Sflvia Farina 6-2, 6-1 m 
their second-round match on the 
day courts of Barcelona's Royal 
Tennis Club. 

Defending champion and num- 
ber two seed Sanchez Vicario 
fared even, better, blanking 
Japan’s Maya Kidowald 6-0, 6-0. 
Fourth seed Martinez of Spain 
outplayed Sandra Wassennan of 
Belgium 6-2, 6-1. 

Navratilova is the world's 
fourth-ranked player and 
favoured to beat out sixth-ranked 
■ Sanchez Vicario. but the clay 
courts are not expected to help 
Navratilova's power game. 

The debut of third-seeded 
Manuela Maleeva of Switzerland 
was scheduled to take on un- 
seeded Nicole Jagennan of the 
Netherlands Wednesday in a 
second-round match. 


Promoters fight over Holyfield-Tyson bout 


NEW YORK (AP) — Evander 
Holyfiekl and Mike Tyson ha- 
ven't agreed to fight yet, but their 
camps already are engaged in a 
war of words. 

Tyson's promoter. Don King, 
started the verbal volley Tuesday 
with a barrage of challenges and 
charges against Holyfiekl and his 
three closest associates — promo- 
ter Dsn Duva. co-trainer Lou 
Duvj and manager Shelly Ftr.kel. 

During an informal luncheon 
with reporters. King repeatedly 
called Finkel and the Duvas “liars 
and deceivers,'' accused Holy- 
field of Ducking Tyson and Chal- 
lenged the heavyweight cham- 
pion to a winner-take-all bout 
against Tyson in September or 
October. 

"Well fight him anytime, any- 
where, anyplace," King said. 
“The winner goes home with 
everything, the loser goes home 


with nothing." 

King said “the public warns this 
fight, I want this fight and Mike 
Tyson wants this fight, but Holy- 
field and his people are trying to 
avoid it. It's a travesty. Boxing 
fans are tired of being treated like 
Bozo the Clown." 

Informed of King's comments, 
Dan Duva launched a counterat- 
tack. 

Duva Sudd last Friday's Holy- 
field-Gcorge Foreman fight 
“breathed a fresh air into the 
sport. Now Dow King has gone 
back to polluting the environ- 
ment." 

Duva dismissed King’s winner- 
take-all challenge, as well as an 
alternate offer — a 50-50 split 
between the champion and no. 1 
challenger. 

"They’re both ridiculous,” 
Duva said. "Fighters work too 
hard for one guy to come away 


with nothing." 

King claims a 50-50 split is fair 
because Tyson is a bigger draw 
than Holyfield. 

“Evander Holyfield can't draw 
flies to a dump," King said. “Just 
because he’s the champion 
doesn’t mean he should get die 
most money. When Mohammad 
Ali fought I -any Holmes, Ah got 
£7 million and Holmes pot $3 
r.iiUion eve a though he was the 
champion. That’s because people 
came to see Ali, not Holmes.” 

Duva ridiculed King’s daim 
about Holyfield’s poor drawing 
power. 

“The two biggest pay-per-view 
fights of all time were Evander 
Holyfield vs. Buster Douglas and 
Evander Holyfield vs. George 
Foreman,” he said. “There’s one 
common thread in those fights 
and it’s Evander Holyfield. I 
think that shows we can live. 



Mike Tyson 

without Mike Tyson.” t 
Holyfield, who won a unani- 
mous • decision over Foreman, 
criticised King’s 50-50 proposal 
Monday night during an . appear- 
ance on the “the Arsenic Hall" 
television show. 


Liverpool wins, keeps pressure on Arsenal 


LONDON (R) — Ian Rush 
scored the 300th goal of his career 
Tuesdy as Liverpool made sure of 
a return to European competition 
next season with a 3-0 English 
first division win over Crystal 
Palace. 

League leaders Arsenal main- 
tained their three-point lead over 
champions Liverpool with a 2-0 
home victory over Queen's park 
Rangers. 

Liverpool's second victory 
under new manager Graeme Soil- 
ness earned them at least a place 


in the 1991-1992 UEFA Cup. 

But they have their hearts set 
on overhauling Arsenal in the 
closing weeks of the season and 
qualifying for the European Cup. 

The Merseyside club were 
readmitted to UEFA competi- 
tions last week after being ban- 
ned from Europe following the 
Heysel Stadium disaster of 1985. 

Rush's 300th goal — the 269th 
in the red shirt of Liverpool — 
"was a gem. Running on to a pass 
from John Barnes, he twice ex- 
changed passes with Peter Beard- 


sley before hammering an 18- 
metre shot past goalkeeper Nigel 
Martyn. 

Rush's goal in the 41st minute 
knocked the heart out of injury- 
hit Palace and it came as no 
surprise when both John Barnes 
and Ray Houghton breached the 
Loudon club's defence in the 
second half. 

Arsenal kept their nerve 
against OPR despite missing a 
crop of first half chances. 

Full back Lee Dixon broke the 
deadlock in the 58th minute when 
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AREN’T THESE FHhIS LOVED'.] 
ANtf/? I SOUGHT THFM-s 
FDR JEAN’S TWENTIETH 
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ARE YOU Kfob/ht? 
WE'VE Wb THOSE 
U4NS FOR NEARLY 
THIRTY YEARS/ 



ASK JEAN FOR 
fEROLbONESj 
■THEN' -SHE'S 
ONlYftb'ER'S 
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Joint Korean table tennis 
team off to winning start 


CHIBA, Japan (R)— At predse- 
ly 10:20 a.m. Wednesday the two 
Koreas were united for the first 
time in sporting triumph. 

The joint North -South Korean 
women’s team took just one hour 
and 16 minutes to defeat France 
3-0 in Group B of the World 
Table Tennis Team Cham- 
pionships in the Japanese city of 
Chiba- 

Tbc win delighted hundreds of 
Korean spectators who waved a 
specially-designed national flag 

with an outline of the Korean 
peninsula on it. 

The peninsula logo also 
appears on the players’ pale blue 
shirts in place of their national 
insignia. 

North and South Korea are still 
technically ax war but are trying 
to forge closer links through 
sport 

A unified team will also go to 
the World Youth Soccer Cham- 
pionships in Portugal in June and 
South Korean Sports Minister 
Park Chnl-Un said here Tuesday 
that he was confident a joint 
squad would be formed for next 
year’s Barcelona Olympics. 

The honour of being the first 
athlete to represent a joint Ko- 
rean team went to perky 23-year- 
old Li Bun-Hoi from Pyongyang, 


who came third in the women's 
Angles at the 1989 World Cham- 
pionships in Dortmund, Ger- 
many, 

She was pitted against the ex- 
perienced Wang Jflaouring, one 
of the growing band of talented 
Chinese playing under another 
flag. 

The pressure-packed occasion i 
Li to make several un- 
forced errors but she steadied to 
win 21-15, 21-18. 

“It was an honour to play that 
game,” she said. “I am pleased to 
have won." 

The general manager of the 
joint Korean team, Kim Chang- 
Jae, was satisfied with the result. 

“It was important to’ start with 
a victory,” he said. “The team 
will be chosen on merit at these 
championships — nationality will 
have no bearing." 

Team trainer and physiother- 
apist Sok H-Hon, who has been in 
daily contact with the players 
since they set up training camp in 
Japan a month ago, said evef- 
thin g “was going very smoothly." 

“There is a genuine friendship 
amongst die players.” said Sok. 
who is in charge of the phy- 
siotherapy unit at the Taenung 
National Sport Centre in Seoul. 


Frenchman wins round 
the world yacht race 


NEW PORT, Rhode Island (R) 
— Frenchman Christ ophe Au- 
gum won the BOC challenge 
single-handed round-the-world 
yacht race as countryman Alain 
Gautier, th w ar ted by two torn 
sails and calm seas, hobbled to 
the finish. 

Angirin completed the circum- 
navigation at 1:11 a.m (0511 
GMT) Tuesday after an asto- 
j malting sprint which erased a 21 
1 hour. 26 minute handicap he had 
carried from Punta Del Este, 
Uruguay,. where the 6, 000-mile 
fourth and final leg began March 
30. 


he converted a penalty after 
Andy TUlson had brought down 
Paul Davis. Paul Merson ensured 
victory 14 minutes later when he 
flicked home a rebound. 

The pressure of Aston Villa’s 
Czechoslovak manager Jozef 
Venglos increased with their 5-1 
home defeat by Manchester City. 
Villa have collected just three 
points out of the last 21 and are in 
danger of being relegated. 

David White was the 1982 
European Champions’ main tor- 
mentor, scoring twice in each 
half. 



Peanuts 


HEY, MANAGER.. UIE HAVE A 
PROBLEM ..WE'RE TRYING THE 0L‘ 
HIPPEN BALL PLAY AGAIN... 

V 


what's the problem; 



( WE FORGOT WHERE 
VWE HIP IT.. 



To win the $100,000 first prize 
Gautier had to cross the finish 
line at 10:38 p.m. (0237 GMT). 
But as the deadline passed the 
28-year-old sailor, his 60-foot (20- 
metre) yacht crippled by 
thrashing winds, was 100 miles 
away and expected to finish ho 
earlier than 3:30 p.m. (1930 
GMT) Wednesday. 

Ironically, a storm which only 
briefly imperilled Auguin — sub- 
merging his mainsail for the first 
time in more than three months 
at see but also propelling his 
Groupe Sceta yacht to speeds of 
12 knots — shredded Gautier’s 
sails. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 26, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES^ 

■Thinking things oat that are able to 
bring you deser to your most 
important objectives is fine now 
but don't allow confusion or being 
too forceful to take away from 
yonr growing success. 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) 
Social activities are excellent for 
yon now so contact good pals and 
be with them at the recreations 
• that mean the most to you and to 
them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Now you find that practically 
everyone with whom yon come in 
contact is interested in or has 
something to do of a public or 
patriotic nature.. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) A 
marvelous day for you to take or to 
start a trip or to- expand your 
consciousness in some new efireo- 
hon that can extend your horizons. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) This is your time to quietly 
seek ant those who know their 
subject and who can be helpful to 
you so show them you value their 
allian ce. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
the time to show that yon are a 
loyal partner and associate with 
those who operate on the same 
plane as you whether mate, part- 
ner, etc. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have much to do to serve 


and to do-.fyr others with whom 
1 jrou have contact or any duties so 
make a point to do tins in a very 
conscientious matter, 
i jura: (September 23 to October 
22) This is your time to have a-ball 
so get out in the world of action 
and thoroughly enjoy yourself with 
those compatible companions you 
can reach. f 

SCORPIO: (October i3 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is your time to see that 
your own family and your own 
position in your community is as 
you would luce it to be so cmninate 
any problems. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You can find some 
way to meet with those who mean 
much to you or whom you under- 
stand better to contact them and 
discuss any problems. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your fina n cia l affairs 
need a boost in the right direction 
now and mey get h if you are more 
modern in you; thinking and the 
methods you 2 pply. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is your day to do 
pretty much what you please. You 
have some highly interesting activi- 
ties so centre your energy on them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you can thoroughly enjoy 
the behind the scenes activities that 
mean a good deal to you but which 
you have not been enjoying as 
m u ch as you wish. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

*1090 Trinune Meda Ssnrtco. Inc. 


DEVOURED BY THE CROCODILE 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* Q J 8 5 
^ K 7 

v 0 J 10 4 

* A 9 5 

WEST EAST 

*973 * A 6 4 

vJ9 ~ A 10 8 6 3 2 

’ A 6 3 2 V 9 5 

* K 7 6 4 + 10 3 

SOUTH 

* K 10 2 
' T- Q S 4 

0 K 8 7 

* Q J 8 2 
The bidding: 

■West North East South 

Pass 10 17 2 NT 

Pass 3 NT Past 


Opening lead: Jack of V 
If you need a particular Uc of the 
rards to defeat a contract, play as if 
it exists. East paid attention to this 
pearl to gobble up declarer's three- 
no-trump contract. 

With only 10 points. Tew interme- 
diates and a slow szopper in the 
“V suit. South’s non-forcing 
jump to two no trump (by partner- 
ship agreement) was overly pwny. 
However, South gave full value to 
his high honor in partner's suit and 


chose the aggressive course. The 
game would have succeeded, but for 
One card-reading by East. 

West led the jack of hearts, cov- 
ered by the king and won by the ace. 
Had East routinely returned a low 
heart, declarer could have collected 
nine tricks as the cards lay. South 
would have (kicked and West's nine 
wouid have won. Since West was 
out of hearts and declarer still held a 
stopper, there would have been time 
to force out the pointed-suit aces 
and make the contract. 

However, before leading to the 
second trick East took time to con- 
sider the situation. Obviously, West 
was leading from a doubleton, 
which meant South had started with 
three hearts to the queen. If that 
holding included the nine, declarer 
had two stoppers and the suit would 
wither on the vine. The only hope, 
therefore, was that West held a new 
bare nine of hearts. To cater to that 
possibility. East returned the ten of 
hearts! When West produced the 
nine, East was able to continue the 
suit to remove the last stopper, and 
the ace of spades was an entry to the 
winners. Down three! In bridge par- 
lance, this play is known as the 
Crocodile Coup." 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 25, IW 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
have a strong urge to project your- 
self in the most favourable light at 
foe present time and you have an 
especially generous attitude to- 
wards all with whom you come in 
contact. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
Friends are your best media now 
for getting to know and to under- 
stand better what is going on about 
you that you really just do not 
understand. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take some time out now to be sure 
you are doing everything just right 
in what project you have agreed to 
do and stop trying to cut corners. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) This 
is the time to make sure that 
whatever you have in mind, is in 
accord with the loftiest of princi- 
ples and precepts or you lose the 
good of a wise advisor. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think over tha^ plan that 
can bring you the good wifi of an 
expert upon whom you rely but 
who you think is pretty deman- 
ding. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Part- 
ners can easily be made opponents 
if you do anything now to make 
them feel you are losing interest 
but by the same token backing 
them up brings big rewards. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Make sure that you do hold 
steady to the projects you have to 


do even though some new assign- 
ment looks much more promising 
but not at this time. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A wonderful day for ydu to 
relax into whatever is pleasant that 
is going Ofl about you and certainly 
avoid being touchy about any new 
matters. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever you have in mind 
that does necessitate seme more 

progressive set of circumstances 

requires first you get your own 
household's approval. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) If you are careful on 
the highway and refuse to rise to . 
that bait of an argument another 
tries to goad you into you can 
make this a good duy. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There arc some pretty 
good reasons why you should avoid 
making that exiravance that 
attracts a definite purchase now so 
await a better time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) There are some very in- 
teresting conditions that do appeal 
to you personally and unless you 
use strong will power you can make a 
grave error. 

PISCES: (Februarv 20 to March 
20) Thb is your time to be sure that 
you do hare the patience to get rid 
of all those behind the scenes and 
intimate chores awaitig your atten- 
tion. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



HARRIS l»- «» 


"Have you got a remote control that 
weighs 100 pounds? My husband 
needs the exercise.” 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tatter So each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ b/Hanri Arnold and Bob Lee 

| SPcCJAU 
TWO SPOTS FOR 
THE PR1CC OF ONE 


CROFE 



□ 

rn 



CvayieiiM 



KO 

RJE 



□ 

□ 

r s 



THROXE 



■ 

■ 


APTECK 

crx 


D 


A WITCH WHO'S 
SKILLED AT HER 
PROFESSION MIGHT 
BE CALLED? THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


n <, riTK 1 1 1 r 


Saturday's 


f Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: MONEY PIANO YEARLY OVERDO 
Answer: The justice of the peace married many times, 
but - - - NOW ITS ONLY FOR MONEY 


THE Daily Crossword i^n^.c.Adi.r 


ACROSS 
f J love: Lat 
4 Abraham's wrte 
9 Sting 

13 Tapered tuck 
15 Selected - 
IB Swiss rtvar 

17 Culture medium 

18 Food flsh 
20 Least 

22 Overshadow 

23 Loquacious 

24 Diving bird 

25 Snitch 

26 Craft 

27 Guardian spirit 

31 — out (backs 

down) 

32 Orlando's state: 
abbr. 

33 Chant 

W Reverence 

35 Pious 

37 Kin of inc. 

38 Required 

40 Female animal 

41 Notion 

42 Woody 

43 Animal doe 

44 USA word: abbr. 

45 Unit of capacity 

47 Liveliness 

48 large vehicle 
51 Crowed 

54 Military medal 

56 “I could — 
horse!" 

57 “You can't 
pray—" 

(Twain) 

58 Defense 
acronym 

59 Astound 

60 Construct 
Lawn trimmer 

62 Vane drr. 

DOWN 

1 Economist 
Smith 

2 Wise Men 

3 Rind 

4 Bench sitter 
§ Interjection 

6 5 1/2 yards 

7 Declare 

8 Therefore 


■ 

a 

m 

hi 

■ 

■ 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■< 



* 

a 

a 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

a 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


'"oure uecna ; 
A3 rights Rnonw 


9 Shrewd 

10 Cartoonist A) 

1 1 God of war 

12 Simple 
14 Warbles . 

19 NY city 
21 1049 

24 More Impressive 

25 Wiper 

26 — Baba 

28 CA bridge 

29 Enrol! 

30 Spartan queen 

31 Miracle site 

32 Fashion 

33 — de France 

35 In one's dotage 

36 Child 
39 Bring 

41 Reflections 

43 Skated 

44 — mode 

46 Compendious 

47 Faux pas 

48 Despot 

49 Vex 

50 Inter — 


Saturday's Puzzle Salved: 


rannilB viiS 11 CiniUl 

HOE1FI RHOR 

nonono ■ . dinni nnr^R 

KHPL.S 001 noun - 
nQ£ ® PUSES™ dnu 

nnnra -rannH am nHn 

nHHB ‘.nnnnn 

HPEIEl BRQ OQIK1R 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

w 

■ 

I 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

« 

u 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

n 

n 

a 

■ 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

r 

SI 

a 

■ 

■ 

1 

am 

u 

■ 

M 

a 

a 

3 

« 

M 

■ 

■ 

)■ 

m 

■ 

he 

a 

m 

■ 

m 

■ 

a 

a 

■ 

a 


51 Diminish 

52 Vlngt — 


53 Borne or Ha 
55 Label 


A 


a. 




















conomy 


Banks unwilling 
to forgive debts 
°f Poland, others 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Banks 
have told the world’s financial 
leaders they do not want to for- 
give pair of Poland’s debt, cor 
the debt of other “middle in- 
arae” countries that owe them 
hundreds of billions of dollars. 

Hial message, disclosed Tues- 
day, was in a letter sent Thursday 
by Horst Schulmann, managin g 
tfirector of the Institute of Inter- 
national Finance, which has ma- 
jor banks as members around the 
world. 

He sent it to cabinet nsnristexs 
of Group of Seven countries com- 
ing to Washington this week for a 
semi-annual meeting of the 
World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Poland owes most of its debt to 
Germany, France, the United 
States and other governments 
which agreed last mouth to for- 
give at least half of h. Poland 
owes commercial banks about 
S10 billion principal and $1.18 
billion in interest. ‘ 

“Aid is a prerogative of gov- 
ernments,” Schulmann wrote. 
“B anks are not in the foreign aid 
business. — They cannot be ex- 
pected, therefore, to match the 
terms of official creditors, espe- 
cially where aid is clearly a com- 
ponent of official' debt relief." 

At a news conference, Schul- 
maxm called official debt relief a 
backdoor form of aid. He said 
giving aid in this way led to calls 
for banks to do the same. 

Schulmann distributed a table 
showing that 15 heavily indebted 
countries have piled op more 


than Sll billion in back interest 
owed to banks since 1989. In 
March, the total stood at S26.827 
taQion. 

Brazil, the biggest debtor, had 
the most arrears — S9.5 billion. 
Brazil has agreed to maic<» pay- 
ments on arrears through laffl 
year. Bur it is still piling up 
unpaid interest this year and has 
not marie any agreement on what 
it win do about that. 

Schulmann proposed that in- 
tergoverament bodies like the 
fund and the World R?nk refuse 
to make new loans to o m n t riw 
that have not made agreements 
on back interest. 

He said be saw trouble ahead 
because of a shortage of capital in 
tbe world, due to low savings and 
new needs for loans by rich coun- 
tries as well as the middle income 
group. 

Increased deficits in tbe high- 
income countries mean they, too, 
will be seeking more loans. The 
seven are the United States, 
Japan, Germany, Britain, 
France, Italy and Canada 

“Five of the Group of Seven 
governments that will meet here 
Sunday are mm»a«ang their de- 
ficits,'’ Sch ulmann said. He did 
not name the five. 

Countries, from Bolivia, where 
the average annual income was 
about $570 in 1988, to Libya, 
where the average was $5,420, 
are considered to be middle in- 
come. They include most coun- 
tries in Latin America and those 
formerly under communist rule. 


Correction 


IN Wednesday’s issue of the Jordan Times, it was 
erroneously mentioned that Jordan needs about JD 1 
mill in n Jn inv est m ents a year to counterbalance the 
increase in labour force. The correct figure should have 
read JD 1 billion. 
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Central Bank official rates 




Bay Sell 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

4922 

495-2 

U.S. donor 

6824. 687.0 

Dutch ginlfirr 

343.0 

347.1 

Pound Sieifing 

1162.0 1169.0 

Swedish crown 

109.5 

1102 

Deascbemark 

383.6 390.9 

Italian lira (for 100) 

S27 

53.0 

Swim franc 
Reacfa franc 

466.1 468.9 
U5J 116.0 

Belgian franc (for 10} 

189.8 

190.9 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.7180/40 U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1533/38 Canadian dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7180/40 

U.S. dollar 

1.1533/38 

Canadian dollar 

1.7320/30 

Deutscbemarics 

1.9525/35 

Dutch guilders 

1.4525/32 

Swiss francs 

35.73/77 

Belgian francs 

5.8450/8500 

French francs 

1279/1280 

Italian lire 

137.40/50 

Japanese yen 

6.1900/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.7300/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.6200/50 

Danish crowns 

355.80/356.30 

U.S. dollars 


i o * * ^ 

ur 


Algeria abolishes import licences 
in step towards market economy 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria 
announced the abolition of im- 
port licences Tuesday in another 
step towards a free market eco- 
nomy to match political plural- 

rtf ft 

The abolition opens up foreign 
track to anyone or any company 
with access to foreign exchange. 
It marks a sharp break with prac- 
tices m force since Algerian 
turned socialist on independence 
from France in 1962. 

Under the previous system tbe 
centra! government set strict im- 
port budgets for public com- 
panies and private businessmen 
needed a licence from the semi- 
official chamber of commerce. 

Algeria has been moving to- 


wards a free market economy for 
the past two years. Government 
officials plan to make the oil- 
backed Algerian dinar converti- 
ble by the end of the year. 

Tbe government has given indi- 
viduals access to foreign currency 
at the official rate, devalued the 
dinar to reduce the gap between 
the official and black-market 
rates, and is encouraging pre- 
viously banned joint ventures 
with foreigners. 

An official notice carried Tues- 
day by tbe official news agency 
APS said, “any person or com- 
pany on the commercial register 
may, without previous agreement 
or authorisation, make imports 
exclusively through a (commer- 
cial) bank." 


ILO compares earning 
power around the world 


GENEVA (AP) — Bakers in 
Burundi and Burma have to toil 
by their ovens for more than an 
hour to buy knf of bread, while 
Dutch hotel receptionists and Ita- 
Ean plumbers earn enough in tbe 
same time for ten loaves, accord- 
ing to a survey by the Internation- 
al Labour Organisation. 

A summary of results pub- 
lished Tuesday showed butchers 
in Yugoslavia have to put in five 
boms work for one kilogramme 
of beef or fish. But one hour’s 
work for their co u nterp ar t s in 
Denmark would pay for two 
kilogramme of beef and in Cuba 
for two kilogramme on fish. 

Tbe survey compared data on 
earnings and hours of work for 
159 occupations with retail prices 
on 93 food items. It revealed wide 
differences among the 100 coun- 
tries questioned. 

It said sweet-toothed workers 
in Gibraltar, Iceland and Sweden 
could tnry more than five bars of 
chocolate with an hour’s wages. 
Wages for Austrain computer 
programmers in insurance com- 
panies stretched to 27 bars an 


hour. 

Bus conductors in Bahrain 
earned enough in one hour for six 
kilogrammes of sugar. By con- 
trast construction workers in 
Bangladesh and Burma had to 
work for more than two hours for 
one kilogramme. 

Waiters in Bolivia and Sri 
Lanka had to serve for at least an 
hour to buy a beer. Their col- 
leagues in the Netherlands and 
Austria could buy ten during the 
same time. 

Tbe survey showed highest 
earnings for certain occupations 
were up to four times as high as 
the lowest. 

For example, in Bolivia, a 
nurse earned more than three 
times as much as a grain miller 
and in Bangladesh a hotel recep- 
tionist took home three times as 
much as a spinner. 

Tbe survey was based on data 
for 1989 supplied to tbe Geneva- 
based labour organisation. The 
figures are based on gross wages 
and do not take into account 
differences in national methods 
of data collection. f 


F1L1P1NA MAID WANTED 

Live-in pnaid wapted.to work for a three- 
member Jordanian family. 

For information please call tel.: 
644996 from 10 a.m. till 12 noon. 


FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Situated in a quiet area a fuRy furnished super deluxe flat. 1 90 
sqm. ground floor consists of two bedrooms, L shape 
salons/sitting and dining rooms including bar, spacious 
kitchen with all accessories, veranda could be used as a 
maid's room, TWVkiea/Stereo set with all electrical ap- 
pliances including electrical shutters, Bar-B-Q, grass pitched 
garden, private garage, separate telephone/water/electricity 
and heating. 

“NO INTERMEDIARIES PLEASE*’ 

For more information please contact telephone num- 
bers 814850, 823439 


'Cinema 


Tel: 625155" 


☆ BEST OF THE BEST 

Show: 330 . 8:30 p.m. 

A SAHHA BAHAN AMD 



Da. SSUTSsIfrf* 

(Arabic) 


Show: 1230, 330, 830. 1030 pjn. 


Lalla Efwi 

^ THE INTOXICATED 

(Arabic) 


The only goods specifically ex- 
cluded from the liberalisation are 
gold and precious stones. 

Under the new arrangements, 
traders, need only submit their 
import orders and a proforma 
invoice to their banks, which may 
require them to make a deposit in 
local currency. 

Companies with accounts in 
hard currencies, such as many 
wholesalers, local agents of fore- 
ign companies and companies 
which specialise in exports, can 
pay for their imports by straight- 
forward bank transfers. 

Companies without instant ac- 
cess to hard currency will depend 
on their banks to arrange it. 

The notice does not set any 
limits on the amounts, which 


were previously closely watched 
by the central bank to ensure that 
Algeria's short-term debt did not 
mount up. 

The liberalisation appeared to 
be the government's answer to 
complain is from private business- 
men that the government, in allo- 
cating foreign exchange, still dis- 
criminated against them in favour 
of public companies and recently 
approved trading companies, 
many of which are subsidiaries of 
foreign firms. 

At least for imports of food- 
stuffs, durable goods, raw mate- 
rials and machinery, governmem 
lines of credit are expected to 
continue to play a major rote m 
Algeria’s foreign trade. 
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Egypt parliament 
approves sensitive 
10% sales tax 


Thailand, South Korea 
and Taiwan expected 
to have top growth rates 


BASEL, Switzerland (AP) — 
Thailand, South Korea and 
Taiwan are expected to register 
the Third World’s highest econo- 
mic growth rates during the next 
five yean, according to a survey 
published Tuesday. 

Ivory Coast and Argentine fi- 
gure at the lower end of the 
survey, which covers 36 Asian, 
African and Latin American 
countries and is based on con- 
stant 1985 U.S. dollar exchange 
rates. 

The Basel-based Prognos Cen- 
tre said in the survey that the 
average growth rate of the 36 
countries will be an annual four 
per cent until 1995, compared 
with a worldwide average of ab- 
out three percent. But it said that 
the North-South gap will con- 
tinue to widen because of an 
above-average population growth 
of 22 per cent per year. 

Export growth, averaging 5.9 
per cent during the six years until 
1989, will increase to an annual 
10.1 per cent until 1995, the 
survey said. The forecast en- 
visioned Taiwan and South Korea 
will be the leading exporters, 
followed by Singapore, Brazil, 
Saudi Arabia, Hong Kong and 
Malaysia. 

The survey also predicted that 
the 36 countries will sell $500 
billion worth of manufactured 
goods on the world market in 


1995 with eight South East Asian 
nations having an 80 per cent 
share of the total. 

Other points iu tbe survey in- 
clude: 

Measured by head of popula- 
tion, Singapore will continue to 
have the highest gross domestic 
product (GDP) among the 36 
countries. The value, $11,728 in 
1995, is close to double the 1980 
figure. 

Hong Kong, $9,545, Saudi 
Arabia, $6,943 Taiwan, $5,661 
and South Korea, $4,245 fallow 
in this order. By comparison, 
Zaire’s per capita GDP was f6re- 
cast iq be $90 in 1995 and India's 
$353. 

Predicted annual per capita 
GDP growth rates for the 1989- 
1995 period included 6.8 per cent 
for Thailand, 6.0 for Taiwan and 
South Korea, and 5.8 for Singa- 
pore and Malaysia. 

In Latin America, Chile, 4.0. 
Columbia, 3.9 and Brazil, 3.6 per 
cent headed the list and in Africa, 
the leading growth rates were 
expected to be registered by 
Kenya, 3.6, Tunisia, 3.5, and 
Morocco, 3.4 per cent. 

For Argentina, the rate would 
be a mere 2.2 per cent and for 
Ivory-Coast 1.6 per cent. . 

Taiwan was forecast to have a 
$10 billion balance of payments 
surplus in 1995 while India would 
have piled a $12 billion deficit. 


Gulf Arab bankers 
pledge to restore trust 
in region’s banks 


RIYADH (R) — Heads of Gulf 
Arab central banks and monetary 
agencies have pledged to work 
together to restore confidence in 
their banking system following 
tbe Gulf crisis. 

The Gulf News Agency said 
Wednesday their one-day meet- 
ing in Riyadh Tuesday concen- 
trated on increasing financial ties 
between Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) states. 

The shock of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait last August prompted an 
outflow of capital from Gulf 
banks and caused delays in major 
development projects. 

The bankers met in tbe Saudi 
capital in tandem with finance 
ministers from the six GCC states 
— Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

“Several decisions and resolu- 
tions bad been taken to ease and 
expand economic cooperation be- 
tween the council states.” the 


JOB VACANCY 

House-maid required to work for Jordanian 
family located in Amman 

If interested, please call 675644 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's parlia- 
ment approved Tuesday a sharp, 
politically -sensitive sales tax pre- 
scribed by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to cut a 
huge budget deficit. 

Economists say the new 10 per 
cent tax will bite into middle-class 
incomes and is sure 10 infuriate 
tbe public, but is necessary for an 
IMF accord that would sharply 
reduce the country’s S35 billion 
foreign debt. 

Egypt's MENA news agency 
quoted Wanning Minister Kama! 
Ganzoun as telling parliament 
tbe slate's deficit for the year 
ending June 30 would reach more 
than 11 billion pounds (S3.3 bil- 
lion). 

Economists say the IMF has 
demanded the deficit be cut lo 
under 10 per cent of grass domes- 
tic product from around 17 per 
cent now before agreeing to a 
standby credit accord. 

Western creditors have 
pledged to reduce their part of 
Cairo's debt by as much as 50 per 
cent once an accord ts signed 

The government has tried to 
protect those with lower incomes 
by exempting basic foodstuffs 
from the tax. due to come into 
force within three months. 

“The IMF has not forced Egypt 
to choose the sales tax system. 1 he 
government did not come to par- 
liament to present terms imposed 
^on it in a crisis,” Gaiuoiin said 
while defending the tax to parlia- 
ment. 

“If we had acted according to 
the IMF years ago, we would 



kitnutl Gmuouri 

have fired a million out of five 
million workers in the govern- 
ment and public sectors.” he 
added 

Egypt, which has been nego- 
tiating with the IMF for more 
than three yean, has also agreed 
to raise domestic energy prices 
nest month and impose higher 
customs duties. 

A senior Western economist 
said the IMF administration had 
approved Egypt's economic re- 
form proposals and an accord was 
likely (o be signeJ in mid- May 

Al Ahram newspaper said the 
new tax would earn the govern- 
ment as much as ime billion 
pounds iS.VKI million) during the 
first year. 

The tax would be collected 
initially only from businesses with 
annual sales exceeding Vi.Otiti 
pounds ($1 1,1)00). 


Israeli report warns of 
mass exodus from 
soaring unemployment 


agency quoted Qatar's Monetary 
Agency Governor Abdullah Bin 
Khatid Al Attiya as saying. 

Attiya, who chaired the meet- 
ing, said regional banks should 
take a greater role in economic 
development and coordination of 
banking and monetary policies 

among GCC states. 

He proposed a thorough re- 
view of Gulf banking policy and 
suggested a regional banking con- 
ference led by the GCC or any 
Gulf financial institution to study 
tbe effect of the Gulf crisis on 
banking strategy. 

Kuwait’s central bank governor 
Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al 
Sabah said Kuwait banks had lost 
records of debt and credit to 
customers and other banks after 
the invasion. 

He said the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment was working to reactivate 
the banking system and restore 
contact with the global market. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's central 
bank warned the government 
Tuesday that soaring unemploy- 
_ ment could drive away hundreds 
'of thousands people, especially 
new immigrants. 

It said unemployment would 
reach 14 to 18 per cent in five 
years, prompting up to a fifth of the 
one million newcomters expected 
from tbe Soviet Union to move 
on. Thousands of jobless Israelis 
might go as well, it said. 

The 60-page Bank of Israel 
report is the direst official fore- 
cast yet of tbe difficulty the Israeli 
economy faces in absorbing 
Soviet Jews. 

The central bank and the fi- 
nance ministry are pressing for a 
sbakeup of labour laws, a lower 
minimum wage and cuts in be- 
nefits for the unemployed in an 
effort to spur economic growth. 
Labour unions are resisting the 
proposals. 

Rafi Melnick, an author of the 
Bank of Israel report, told Reu- 
ters Tuesday that "for Israel to 
absorb one million people is like 
the United States absorbing the 
entire population of France. 

"We have a programme and it 
can be done, but it must be done 
immediately,” he stressed. 

Last year, 185,000 Soviet Jews 
arrived in Israel^ Another 
200,000 are expected this year — 
but that figure is half of earlier 
estimates. 

Housing is in short supply and 
some politicians believe 
thousands of Soviet Jews are de- 
laying their move to Israel after 
learning of the hardships. 

Unemployment stands just be- 
low 10 per cent, a 20-vear record. 
It was about seven per cent be- 
fore political changes in the 
Soviet Union unleashed a flood 
of immigrants last year. 

Melnick helped devise a Bank 
of Israel and finance ministry 
plan last September to spur 
growth. He said the measures 
were stalled or blocked by un- 


Shekel loses 
2.7 per cent 
against dollar 
m seven days 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Bank 
of Israel has devalued the 
shekel by 2.7 per cent against 
the U.S. dollar in the past 
week as the dollar gained 
strength against other curren- 
cies. 

The shekel lost 0.61 per cent 
Tuesday to close at 2.2970 to 
the dollar. On April 16 the 
shekel was 2.2350 to (he dollar. 

The Israeli currency is tied 
to a dollor-dom mated basket 
of currencies allowed to fluctu- 
ate by up to five per ccm 
around a median rate of 2.5522 
shekels to one unit of basket. 

But while the basket rate 
was devalued by O.o per cent in 
the last seven days due to 
domestic demand for foreign 
currency, the U.S. dollar's ral- 
ly against major currencies was 
also reflected in its strength 
against the shekel. 

On March 1U, Israel lowered 
by 5.66 per cent the median 
value of its shekel against the 
currency basket, which re- 
sulted in a 6.25 per cent de- 
valuation against the dollar. 
Since then, the shekel has lost 
1U.54 per cent against the 
dollar. 


ions, parliament, and a lack of 
government resolve. 

Economists say Israel must cre- 
ate 500,000 new jobs to absorb a 
million arrivals. The bulk must be 
in export industries because there 
is limited scope for expansion in 
the local market. 

Some 60 per cent of Soviet 
newcomers are university edu- 
cated. Melnick said high-technol- 
ogy firms could especially benefit 
from their skills. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


FURNISHED FLAT WANTED 

Professional couple (no children, no pets) seek two-bedroomed 
flat in quiet location, from July or August 1 st, BaJcony/Paho or 
garden essential. 

Phone 672346 after 3.00 p-ffi. 

Duty paid car also wanted! 

New furnished apartment with telephone, ground floor, 
two bedrooms, living, dining, sitting. Separate facilities 
and central heating plus sun-heating. Own entrance, 
garage and garden. 

Excellent location in Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle area. 100 
metres east of Khaldi Hospital near Rawhi Pharmacy. 

Pit call 642006 



HAVA CULTURAL CENTRE 

Centtr 

ANNOUNCES THE BEGINNING 
OF BALLET AND JAZZ CLASSES 
FOR THE SUMMER TERM 1991. 
CLASSES WILL START ON 
MAY 4, 1991 

AND WILL CONTINUE FOR TWO MONTHS. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 665195 /6 

CORFU GREEK RESTAURANT 

Announces the opening of the new 
terrace, where you can enjoy a drink 
only or a delicious meal 

Jabal Amman, 2nd Circle 
Tel: 641585 





















World News 





Cambodia accepts truce proposal 


BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodia’s 
Vietnamese-installed government 
Wednesday agreed to a truce that 
would smooth the way for talks 
aimed at eoding the country's 
12-year-old civil war. 

A day earlier, the forces of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk — 
leader of the .three-party guerril- 
la coalition — accepted the joint 
appeal by the French and Indone- 
sian foreign ministers and U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. Vietnamese Deputy 
Foreign Minister Le Mai also 
endorsed it. 

A truce would significantly en- 
courage the peace process, the 
Cambodian government said in a 
statement carried by the Cambo- 
dian News Agency (SPK). moni- 
tored in Bangkok. 

The joint appeals, issued 
Monday, said the ceasefire 
should begin on May 1 and con- 
tinue at least until the end of 
peace talks planned for Jakarta, 
Indonesia. It said this would cre- 
ate a favourable climate for the 
talks. 

No date has been set, but 
Indonesia has said it hoped the 
talks would be held in May. 
Indonesia, France and the United 


Nations are the main coordina- 
tors of the International Confer- 
ence on Cambodia, the main 
forum for a peace agreement. 

The Jakarta talks would in- 
volve the Supreme National 
Council, a body of 12 government 
and guerrilla representatives 
who, under a U.N. Security 
Council peace plan, would help 
guide the country in the period 
before elections. 

The Phnom Penh statement 
said the meeting should discuss 
differences over the peace plan, 
and arrange a ceasefire and an 
end to all foreign military aid to 
the warring parties. The Soviet 
Union and Vietnam help the gov- 
ernment, while China and Thai- 
land are the main backers of the 
guerrillas. 

The guerrillas say they fully 
accept die U.N. plan. 

But Phnom Penh has rejected 
the plan's proposed dissolution of 
the four armies, and insists the 
Phnom Peuh government remain 
intact before elections. It also 
says any agreement must include 
measures to prevent a return to 
power by the Khmer Rouge, the 
largest guerrilla group. The 
Khmer Rouge killed hundreds of 


thousands of people during its 
fanatical Communist rule of 
Cambodia in the 1970s. 

Khmer Rouge officials could 
not be readied for comment on 
the truce appeal. 

The third guerrilla group after 
Sihanouk’s group and the Khmer 
Rouge, the Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front, said 
Tuesday it would wait for an 
official notification from France, 
Indonesia and the U.N. secretary 

general before announcing its 

position. 

The upsurge in fighting during 
the dry season has driven 66,000 
Cambodians from their homes 
this year. Western aid officials 
say, increasing the country’s total 
number of refugees to more than 
500,000. 

Relief officials appealed for im- 
mediate international aid. 

Dennis McNamara, the U.N. 
secretary general's deputy special 
representative for Cambodian re- 
lief, said Tuesday the initial re- 
sponse was not encouraging be- 
cause of the attention given to the 
refugees in Iraq. 

"We're coming with an appeal 
competing with television pic- 
tures of Kurds dying, but in fact 


Cambodia needs are there, and 
growing,’' McNamara said, *Tm 
not sure how long we can wait on 
this. The Cambodians really need 
immediate relief." 

The number of refugees in gov- 
ernment-held areas in Cambodia 
jumped 30 per cent — from 
140,000 to 186,000 — in the first 
three months of the year. People 
are now displaced in nine of the 
country's 19 provinces, Western 
aid agencies based in Phnom 
Penh said in a report to potential 
donor countries last week. 

In addition, fighting, food 
shortages and the government 
draft have forced about 20,000 

people to guerrilla-controlled re- 
fugee camps just inside Thailand 
this year, bringing their popula- 
tion to about 330,000. Thousands 
more reportedly have massed at 
the border, trying to enter camps 
aided by the United Nations. 

“The war is moving inside 
Cambodia. It is no longer concen- 
trated in the (Thai) border area," 
a U.N. aid official who demanded 
anonymity said Wednesday. 
“The villages have become unset- 
tled. The people are either inter- 
nally displaced or moving to the 
border camps.” 


Mandela arrives in London 


LONDON (Agencies) — South 
African opposition leader Nelson 
Mandela arrived in London 
Wednesday for a two-day visit 
that will include his first meeting 
with British Prime Minister John 
Major and a likely disagreement 
over sanctions. 

Mandela, deputy president of 
the African Nation^ Congress 
(ANC), arrived at London’s 
Heathrow Airport from Japan one 
hour after South African Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk left for 
Copenhagen to continue a five- 
day European visit 

An ANC spokesman said the 
main purpose of Mandela's visit 
was to brief ANC President Oliv- 
er Tam bo, who has been recuper- 
ating in Britain from a partial 
stroke, on developments in South 
Africa ahead of an ANC confer- 
ence in late June. 

The spokesman said in his talks 
with Major Mandela would insist 
that sanctions must re main in 
place to maintain pressure on the 
Pretoria government to speed up 
apartheid reforms. 

“We will tell him of the need to 
maintain pressure on the govern- 
ment, including keeping sanc- 
tions in place ... to hasten the 
government's actions in moving 


forward," the spokesman said. 

Major, however, is unlikely to 
agree. 

For 12 years, British Conserva- 
tive governments, first under 
Margaret Thatcher and now 
under Major, have opposed sanc- 
tions as a means of promoting 
change in South Africa. 

Major told De Klerk earlier 
this week that he would continue 
to press within the European 
Community (EC), and the Com- 
monwealth for remaining sanc- 
tions to be lifted. 

One British official, asked bow 
Major was likely to respond to 
Mandela's opposition to easing 
sanctions, said the government's 
position has long been that “lift- 
ing sanctions helps everybody in 
South Africa.” 

He said that sanctions had en- 
’ co uraged De Klerk and his gov- 
ernment to initiate the reform 
process, and that Mandela and 
Major had die same objective — 
to end apartheid and have a 
non-racial democratic system of 
government in South Africa. 

Meanwhile De Klerk arrived in 
Copenhagen Wednesday for talks 
on ways to improve relations with 
Denmark, one of Europe’s 
severest critics of apartheid. 

De Klerk's flight from London 


landed at 11:05 a.jn. (0905 GMT) 
and he headed immediately for 
lunch with Danish Foreign Minis- 
ter Uffe Elletnann-Jensen. De 
Klerk was to meet later with 
Prime Minister Pool Schlueter. 

On a three-nation European 
tour, De Klerk is appealing for 
fresh investment and trade with 
South Africa, where race-seg- 
regation laws are falling away. 
But Schlueter's minority con- 
servative government has its 
hands tied on that subject. 

The Danish parliament 
ordered the government last 
week to maintain trade sanctions 
against South Africa, despite a 
decision by other European Com- 
munity countries to lift most sanc- 
tions. 

In South Africa two people 
were killed and 12 wounded when 
fighting broke out overnight on a 
train in the black Soweto 
township, police said 
Wednesday. 

Colonel Tienie Halgryn said 
one woman died instantly and a 
man died later in hospital. 

The South African Press Asso- 
ciation news agency quoted wit- 
nesses as saying a gang aimed 
with AK-47 rifles and axes attack- 
ed passengers, forcing some to 
leap from the moving train. 


Former Pakistani minister 
fined, barred from assembly 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A Pakista- 
ni court fined former Law Minis- 
ter Iftikhar Hussain Gilani 
Wednesday and disqualified him 
from parliament in the first 
accountability judgement against 
the government of ex-Premier 
Benazir Bhutto. 

A special court in Peshawar, 
one of several set up by President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan after he 
sacked Bhutto’s government last 
August, convicted Gilani of mis- 
using official funds, the official 
APP news agency reported. 

He was fined two million 
rupees (S87.000) and banned 
from holding elected office in 
parliament or any provincial 
assembly for seven years. If he 
fails to pay, he would be. sent- 


enced to six months in prison. 

Gilani denied any wrongdoing 
in handling 2.S million rupees 
($122,000) of legal aid funds that 
had been deposited in a private 
account and said unused money 
had been returned. 

He can appeal to the high court 
against his conviction and dis- 
qualification from elected office. 

Ishaq Khan dismissed the 
Bhutto government on charges of 
corruption and misuse of power. 
He set up special courts to try the 
former premier and many of her 
colleagues. 

Bhutto, now visiting Sweden, 
faces eight charges herself. The 
opposition leader could be barred 
from elected office if convicted. 


U.S. sees no need for 
Asia-Pacific forum 


CANBERRA (R) — The United 
States sees no need for a new 
forum on security among Asia- 
Pacific nations, U.S. ambassador 
to Australia Mel Sembler said 
Wednesday after high-level let- 
ters were leaked revealin g U.S. mistrust of 
Soviet intentions in the region. 

“We have a view that if it ain't 
broke, don’t fix it. We are going 
to leave it tike it is, and it’s 
working very well," Sembler told 
the National Press Club. 

Australia has suggested a new 
mechanism for contact between 
the United States, Asia-Pacific 
nations and die Soviet Union to 
prevent tension building up in the 
region. 

But according to a leaked letter 
to Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans from U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker, the 
United States fears the Soviet 
Union may use security forum to 
gain naval superiority in the Paci- 
fic, where die U.S. Navy is domi- 
nant. 

Baker's letter, and a leaked 
reply from Evans, were published 
in Australian newspapers 
Wednesday. 

Sembler said it was not the 
intention of the United States to 
keep the Soviet Union out of the 
^Pacific but “for the moment, we 
do not see the need to create any 


new mechanism, or forums, for 
addressing the Pacific security 
concerns." 

Evans last year suggested a 
system similar to the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe might be adopted for 
resolving Asia-Pacific security 
problems. 

He later stressed the European 
conference was not suitable for 
the Asia-Pacific region due to 
intrinsic differences between the 
two areas. 

Evans said his idea was for a 
framework in which “security is 
enhanced by reducing heat and 
introducing light into exchanges 
between traditional adversaries." 

Baker’s letter, dated Nov. 19, 
told Evans “even your modified 
references to a regional security 
dialogue were heavily peddled, 
and misconstrued, by the Soviet's 
senior Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man.” then Gennady Gerasimov. 

Baker said he had told Evans in 
earlier talks that the United 
■States wanted to deny the Soviet 
Union “either the framework or 
the agenda for the security of 
Asia.” 

“Advocacy of a ‘common 
security approach' provides the 
wedge they need to achieve their 
long-held goal of naval anus con- 
trol in the Pacific,” Baker’s letter 
is reported to have said. 


Costa Rica 
quake 
death toil 
reaches 79 

PUERTO UMON, Costa Rica 
(AP) — Rescue workers con- 
tinued digging through the rubble 
Wednesday for bodies and possi- 
ble survivors of a powerful earth- 
quake that killed at least 79 peo- 
ple and injured more than 800 
others. 

Electricity has been restored to 
most of this Caribbean port after 
it ws devastated by the quake felt 
as far away as Panama. But there 
were still shortages of food and 
nearly no water. 

“We’re subsisting solely on 
coconut milk,” said Manfred 
Ching, 20, one of several volun- 
teers who helped put out a huge 
fire when a gasoline storage tank 
exploded in the government-own- 
ed refinery on the outskirts of 
town. 

Ching, a banana loader, sat in 
grimy overalls on the sidewalk, 
cracked and buckled by the 
quake. Across the street was the 
International Hotel, a four-storey 
structure that collapsed with the 
first jolt. 

Hundreds of people in Puerto 
Limon and neighbouring villages 
huddled outride their damaged 
homes, afraid to go back after 
Monday’s quake and the hun- 
dreds of small aftershocks that 
continued to rattle die area. 

None of the aftershocks was as 
intense as the five big ones that 
followed the killer earthquake, 
which measured 7.4 on the Rich- 
ter Scale and was believed cen- 
tered in the Caribbean off Puerto 
Limon. 

By Tuesday night, the toll 
reached 79 deaths, more than 830 
injured and thousands homeless. 
Fifty of the dead were recorded in 
Costa Rica and the rest in Pana- 
ma's remote Atlantic province of 
Bocas Del Toro. 

The earthquake was the dead- 
liest in Central America since 
1986, when a tremour killed 1,500 
people in El Salvador. 

Puerto limon took the brunt of 
the quake's fniy because it was so 
dose to die epicenter. About 400 
of its homes, most of them old 
and wooden, shattered like dry 
kindling. 


U.S. picks 
builders of 
Stealth 
bomber 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Defence Department has 
picked a group headed by Lock- 
heed Corp to boild a revolution- 
ary fighter plane for well over 
$100 million apiece, a price plan- 
ners hope will ensure U.S. milit- 
ary control of the skies well into 
the next century. 

Lockheed and its partners, 
Boeing Co and General Dyna- 
mics Corp, edged out a rival 
proposal by Northrop Corp and 
McDonnell Douglas Corp to 
build 648 of the radar-evading 
Stealth advanced tactical fighter 
jets for the air force. *■ 

Pratt and Whitney, a aunt of 
United Technologies Corp, beat 
General Electric in the competi- 
tion to provide the engines. 

U.S. Air Force Secretary 
Donald Rice made die announce- 
ment at the Pentagon Tuesday, 
saying the Lockheed group 
“clearly offered a better capabil- 
ity with lower cost.” 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said on a Cable News 
Network (CNN) televirion prog- 
ramme that the decision was 
made primarily because of the 
group's “better quality, better 
price, a better management 
system.” 

Even by Defence Department 
standards the project is consi- 
dered expensive, probably the 
biggest of the post-cold war thaw. 

Rice said a $13 billion develop- 
ment contract was expected to go 
to the winning team this year. 
Both competing groups had 
already spent over SI billion to 
develop prototypes. 

But that’s just for starters. 

Production of the 648 jets 
would cost a minimum of $47 
billion. Depending on inflation 
over the 20-year projected life 
span of the plane, Rice said pro- 
duction costs could hit $79 bil- 
lion. The lucrative contract is 
expected to create at least 7,000 
jobs at the three companies. 

The Supersonic F-22 fighters 
are designed to be virtually invisi- 
ble to radar and will replace the 
McDonnell Douglas F-15 fighter 
jets and the General Dynamics 
F-16, the air force's frontline 
fighters. 



Burma 

opposition 

replaces 

leader 

BANGKOK (R) — Burma's 
opposition has given in to army 
pressure to replace dissident 
Aung San Sun Kyi as leader bnt 
will feel only symbolic loss as she 
has been under house arrest for 
nearly two years, diplomats said 
Wednesday. 

In a separate development, the 
army government said it would 
reopen universities next month in 
Mandalay, the centre of under- 
ground opposition to military rule 
since all colleges were closed dur- 
ing an abortive pro-democracy 
uprising in 1988. 

The official Working People’s 
Daily said on Wednesday the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) had in late March drop- 
ped General Secretary Aung San 
Sun Kyi and Chairman Tin Oo 
from the central executive com- 
mittee, which they had led since 
the party’s founding in late 1988. 

Diplomats in Rangoon and 
Bangkok said die military, which 
has jailed at least 10 senior league 
figures in recent months, had put 
pressure on the remaining leaders 
to formally severe links with the 
two detained dissidents. 

“It's something the SLORC 
(State law and Order Restora- 
tion Council) have been pushing 
the NLD to do for some time,”, 
said one Rangoon-based diplo- 
mat. “Most people here saw it 
coming and regarded it as inevit- 
able.” 

Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter of 
assassinated independence hero 
Aung San and at the forefront of 
the 1988 uprising, enjoys almost 
mythical status across Burma de- 
spite not being seen in public 
since her bouse arrest in July, 
1989. 

She has been nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize for her non- 
violent campaign for democracy. 

Diplomats credited her power- 
ful personality as the main reason 
for the NLD’s landslide victory in 
army-held elections last year. The 
army, shocked by the result, 
abandoned promises to step down 
and demanded parties enter into 
a years-Iong process of drawing 
np a constitution. 

“Aung San Suu Kyi casts a long 
shadow from her home, and ev- 
erything the army has done has 
been geared to undermine her 
appeal and disconnecting her 
from the NLD. Without her the 
NLD would be very little,” a 
Bangkok-based diplomat said. 

Official media quoted the elec- 
tion commission as saying the 
NLD had replaced Aung San Sun 
Kyi and Tin Oo, an ex-general 
now serving a three year jail 
sentence for undermining the 
state, with acting Secretary U 
Lwin and acting Chairman Aung 
Shwe. 


N. Korea said building 
third nuclear facility 


SEOUL (AP) — North Korea is 
building a huge nudear reactor 
and a reprocessing plant which 
could be used to make nuclear 
weapons, a South Korean news- 
paper reported Wednesday. 

The Segye Times, quoting an 
unidentified source said to be 
well-informed on the North's 
nuclear development, said the 
new facility is being built near 
Yongbyou in northern North 
Korea and is to be completed in 
1992. 

With the construction of the 
reactor, the country’s third. 
North Korea would have the 
capacity to produce 28 kilogram- 
mes of plutonium a year by 1991 
or 1995, said the paper, a con- 
servative national daily. 

It said this would be enough 
plutonium to produce two or 
three bombs of the size the Un- 
ited States dropped on Nagasaki, 
Japan, at the end of World War 

n. 

It was impossible to get im- 
mediate comment on the report 
from Pyongyang because North 
Korea is dosed to outsiders. 

There have been heightened 
international concerns that in- 
creasingly isolated North Korea 
will be able to produce nudear 
weapons by the mid 1990s. 

The Soviet Union, the United 
States, Japan, China and South 
Korea have called on North 
Korea to sign a nudear safe- 
guards treaty and open its nudear 
facilities to inspection. 

North Korea has refused, citing 
nuclear weapons allegedly kept 


distanced itself from the com- 
ment, but the remark heightened 
tensions and alarmed experts who 
say the danger of confrontation 
on the divided Korean Peninsula 

is not over. . 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev said during a visit to 
South Korea Saturday that Mos- 
cow would suspend, supplies of 
nudear fuel and high technology 
to North Korea if nudear inspec- 
tions were not allowed. 

The Soviet Union is a longtime 
ally and arms provider to North 
Korea and Mr. Gorbachev’s visit 
to the rival South, with which it 
has had relations only seven 
months, angered the North. 

The Segye Time said that with 
North Korea's new construction, 
it will not need the Soviet nudear 
fuel. 

A Uranium refinery to produce 
enriched ur anium for nudear fuel 
is being constructed near Pyong- 
san, located about 40 kilometres 
from the heavily armed Korean 
border, the paper said. 

North Korea has at least four 
milli on tonnes of Uranium ore 
which can be readily mined to 
make fuel for the reactors, said 
$he paper. North Korea is in a 
.position to supply nudear fuel 
from its own deposits, it said. 

North Korea already has two 
nuclear reactors which are 
allegedly part of a nudear re- 
search facility at Yongbyon, 
according to South Korean in- 
telligence. 

The new Yongbyon reactor is 
to have a 200,000-kilowatt capac- 


by the United States in pro- ■ ity, said the paper, which is sub- 


Western Soutb Korea, its 
archenemy. 

Lee Joung-Binn, assistant 
minister for foreign affairs, told a 
foreign news briefing on Tuesday 
that “new construction of sub- 
stantial magnitude is now under- 
way.” He did not give any more 
details. 

Mr. Lee said the North's refus- 
al to put its nudear facilities 
under international safeguards 
“cannot but be interpreted as 
indicating its intention for nudear 
weapons development.” 

South Korea's defence minister 
recently said Seoul might Launch 
a commando raid against North 
Korean nudear facilities if die 
Pyongyang government did not 
allow international inspections. 

The Seoul government quickly 


stan ti ally larger than previous 
construction. The other nuclear 
reactors are said to be medium- 
sized with capacities of 4,000 and 
30,000 kilowatts. 

South Korea has nine nudear 
reactors and three more under 
construction, all for commercial 
purposes. 

The United States has refused 
to confirm or deny the existence 
of nudear weapons deployed in 
South Korea. It maintains that 
die issue is irrelevant since the 
peninsula is under the nuclear 
umbrella of neighbouring states 
— China and the Soviet Union — 
which possess xmdear weapons. 

North Korea has for several 
years demanded the peninsula, 
divided since 1945, become a 
nudear free zone. 


India’s troubled states to 
hold elections in June 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
announced dates Wednesday for 
parliamentary elections in the 
states of Assam and Punjab, 
which have been torn by separat- 
ist revolts. 

Assam will go to the polls on 
June 6 and 8 to elect a new state 
assembly and representatives to 
the national parliament, the Elec- 
tion Commission announced. 
Punjab mil vote on June 22. 

The rest of the country will 
vote on May 20, 23 and 26. 

The late June date for a Punjab 
election apparently dears the way 
for collaboration among rival 
political parties to defeat militant 
Sikb candidates in the 
agriculturally-rich state that 
shares a border with P akistan 

Four major Indian political 
parties, some bitterly opposed to 
each other, have begun talks on 
an electoral alliance in Punjab 
where militants have waged a. 
bloody war for a Sikh homeland. 

Thousands of people have been 
killed in the decade-old fight for 
Khalistan, “land of the pure,” 
and 1,700 have died this year. 

Delegates from the four parties 
— Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress Par- 


Taiwan president vows rapid democratic reform 


ty, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and the two Communist 
parties — met chief election com- 
missioner T.N. Seshan earlier 
Wednesday to plead for a late- 
June poll date in Punjab. 

Gandhi,' who has said Punjab 
polls could produce a “terrorist 
assembly,” was expected to make 
an announcement on a joint poll 
strategy in Punjab later Wednes- 
day, party spokesman Pranab 
Mukeijee said. 

He said the decision on 
whether to go ahead with the 
joint election plan would be a 
difficult one for Gandhi because 
Congress considers the BJP its 
main rival and an alliance with it 
in Punjab could confuse voters. 

BJP Vice President K.L. Shar- 
ma told reporters his party has 
already agreed to an electoral 
alliance in Punjab and said formal 
approval from the other parties 
was expected soon. 

The election commission, 
prodded hard by the caretaker 
government of Prime Minister 
Chandra Shekhar, had earlier 
announced national and state 
elections would be held in Punjab 
and Assam but did not set dates. 


TAIPEI (R) — President Lee- 
Ten g-Hui promised the elderly 
members of Taiwan's National 
Assembly Wednesday that he 
would quickly return the island to 
constitutional rule and move to- 
wards reunification with China. 

“This will rapidly turn the ten- 
der sprout of democracy into a 
strong and stable tree,” Lee said 
in a dosing speech to the assem- 
bly. 

On Monday, the assembly 
paved the way for political reform 
by dropping emergency provi- 
sions in force since the nationalist 
government fled Communist re- 
volt in China in 1949- 

Warm applause rippled 
through the chamber, packed 
with ageing Nationalist Party stal- 
warts who must now vacate the 
seats they have held ever since 
they were first elected in main- 
land China during the 1940s. 

“This is truly a turning point in 
history," Assembly Secretary- 
General Chu Shih-Lie, who must 
also step-down, told reporters. 

pirn, which has for decades 
been blaring propaganda across 
the narrow Taiwan Strait to 
Nationalist ruled islands, 
Wednesday called an end to its 


loudspeaker war with Taiwan. 

The official New China News 
Agency said loudspeakers from 
tile southeastern province of Fu- 
jian would finally fall silent 

“The move is aimed to further 
•relax tension in - the Taiwan 
Straits, as well as to create a 
harmonious and happy atmos- 
phere,” the news agency said, 
qupting a military spokesman. 
While Lee’s reform padcage aims 
primarily to increase democracy 
in Taiwan, government officials 
say it is also a symbolic step 
toward decreasing tension with 
China. 

The assembly’s vote clears the 
way for Lee to proclaim an end to 
the “period of Communist rebel- 
lion,” an emergency decree 
issued more than 40 years ago 
that has kqpt the Nationalists 
locked in a cold war struggle with 
Peking. 

The announcement is widely 
expected at a presidential press 
conference scheduled for April 
30. 

“Hus will not only bring us a 
new stage of constitutional de- 
velopment, but also creates a new 
opportunity to complete the great 


task of national re unific ation,” 
Lee said. 

The decision to drop the 
emergency decree caps as period 
of cautious reform that began - 
with the end of martial law in 
1987, the relaxation of bans on 
travel to China starting that year, 
and the legalisation of new poli- 
tical parties in 1989. 

Within three years, all deputies 
in the three branches of parlia- 
ment will be elected in Taiwan, 
although the government's con- 
tinued claim to be the legitimate 
government fo all China will be 
maintained by a number of 
'‘national” seats distributed 
according to the results of local 
elections. 

The Nationalists’ reform pl?n s 

have been bitterly attacked by the 
main opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP), which 
says they do not go far enough 
and merely maintain the ruling 
party’s hold on power. 

The DPP’s sharpest attack has 
been reserved for new revisions 
which will preserve special 
emergency powers for the presi- 
dent — the core of the 1948 
emergency decree. 

Lee Wednesday vowed to use 


the powers "with the utmost care, 
in accordance with national 
security, the welfare of the peo- 
ple and the requirements of the 
situation.” 

Hie DPP, which holds only 
eight of the more than 570 sy-a ts 
in the assembly, has boycotted 
meetings since April 15 and says 
it rejects a n of the assembly’s 
decisions. 

The DPP staged the biggest 
street protest in its history on 
April 17 when some 10,000 peo- 
ple through Taipei in protest 
against the reforms. Some 27 
students are on a protest hunger 
strike at national Taiwan Uni- 
versity. 

Pwi^utiai spokesman 

Coeyne Chiu confirmed that I 
would drop 'the emergency decree 
atthe April 30 news conference 
and also explain Taipei’s new 
position on relations with Peking 
state radio reported. 
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Charles, Diana begin 
visit to Brazil 

BRASILIA (R) - 
Charles, at the start of afive-day 

visit to Brazil, met with President 
Fernando Collor de Melks and . 
planned a tour of a giant ir on ore - 
mine in the Amazon, tbc presi- 
dent’s press office said. Prince 
Charles and the Princess of Wales 
were in Brazil to visit ecological 
and social assistance project*. 
The Prince of Wales will plant a 
tree at the Ca rajas iron mine as a 
symbol of his support for a Brazi- 
lian programme for reforestation- - 
and protection of the environ- 
ment at tiie site, one of the 
world’s largest reserves of iron 
ore and other minerals. Prince 
Charles is taking up his favourite 
sport again nearly a year after 
breaking his arm during a polo 
match, his polo manager said. 
The 42-year-old heir to the Brit- 
ish throne will attend a weekend 
practice match ahead of tbe start 
of the polo season next month. 
Major Ronald Ferguson said. 
Prince Charles broke his anu in 
two places when he fell from his 
pony last June and had to endure 
months of pain and two opera- 
tions before his injuries healed. 

Murder- rate 
soars in 
New York 

NEW YORK (R) — New York 
City’s murder rate soared to a 
record high for the third year in a 
row, according to police depart- 
ment figures released which 
showed that 2,245 people were 
killed during 1990. The police 
statistics also revealed that the 
big apple was a gain the U.S. ■ 
robbery capital for a second year 
in a row, with about 274 mug- 
gings committed each day in 1990 
— for a total of 100.280. The 
homicide rate marked a 13.3 per 
cOTt recreate over 1989** figure of 
1,905 and did not include the 
single biggest mass murder in the 
city’s history — the March 1990 
anon at the Happy Land Social 
Club in the Bronx in which 87 
people were killed. Of the 2,245 
people kilted last year, 99 were 
children under the age of 16 and 
2%drere bystanders cot down by 
random gunfire or . bullets in- 
tended fat others, police said. 
The. 'figures ranked New York 
City ninth for murders among 
American cities. Washington re- 
mains the U.S murder capital, 
according to police statistics ad- 
justed to account for population 
discrepancies. 

Australian ghost 
town for sale 


SYDNEY, (R) — For sale: Au- 
stralian ghost town — a renova- 
tors’ delight. Joadja. nestled in a 
lash green valley about 90 
kflometres southwest of Sydney, 
is. up for sate with a price tag of 
around two million dollars ($1.5 
million). The former mining 
town, deserted since the early 
1900s, features a cemetery, a 
scfaoolhouse and a row of sand- 
stone houses along its mate 
street, Carrington road. The 
ghost town also comes with a 
1,295 hectare (3,200 acre) valley 
of prime grazing land — and a 
mystery. In 1897 Mrs Jessie 
Cowie was kilted near Joadja 
Creek, but her murder was never 
solved. Cowie, 37, was found by 
her husband brutally bashed ab- 
out the head and chest after she 
atte nd ed a party in the valley, 
said local historian Leone Knap- 
man. “Her husband ripped off 
the door to their cabin to iw. as a 
stretcher and carried his wife 
home, but she died in his aims 
about one hour later," Knapman 
fold Reuters. Knapman a 
television reporter told her that 
while filming in the valley in 1986 
she saw the ghost of a young 
woman in a white dress and shawl 
who told her she had been kilted 
by her husband. The Ghost 
allegedly said she has died as a 
f®suli of fluid on the lungs, winch 
K how Cowie died, and that her 

six-year-old son was buried on 
the top of Joadja Mountain, 
wmefa B where Cowie’s six-year- 
wd is buried. "Jessie’s to 
wjpd had given her some soup 
when he got her back to the cabin - 
“d she drowned, but her de^fe f 
certificate said she died from 
misadventure” said Knapman. 

Arnett cops speciaf 
Overseas Press 
Club Award 

NEW YORK(AP) - CNN co- 
respondent Peter Arnett iKA'i 
honoured for an international , 
porting career capped by Wf:; 
average of the Guff war/cSS- 
News correspondent Bob Surtax 
b y Iraqis for we® 
Qunng the conflict, was also!*®? 
oured at the 52nd annual 

Chib Awards Gb 
mony m New York. Five of# 
winners received awards forffiPM'- 
work on the Middle East cou|||^> 





